
  

December 17 4:30 –8pm, Holiday Party & Auction Milwaukie Center  

January 7 10am-2pm Mentorship 102, Honing basic skills Milwaukie Center  

Upcoming Events 
December 

2017 

Holiday Party & Auction—It’s Not Too Late! 
Sunday, December 17, 2017, at the Milwaukie Center 

Set Up  2:30pm  Tree Arrival  4:00pm  

Social Hour  4:30-5:30pm  Dinner  5:30-6:30pm 

Auction/Raffle  6:30-8:00pm  Clean Up  8:00pm   

The deadline to get your Holiday Party tickets is Wednesday, Dec. 13th. 

˖ Purchase tickets via the website – log into Member Services or use this URL by 

12/13/17 to get your tickets for $10 per person: https://www.portlandbonsai.org/
holiday-party/0tsfeav69zy2mwnqesr3xocl4jnd19 

˖ OR bring payment to the Party. $15 per person at the door. If you choose this 

option, be sure to let me know your plans so we can order enough food. 

Bottom line – if you want to come and eat, LET US KNOW BEFORE DECEM-
BER 13TH so we can order enough turkey and ham. 

SOME REMINDERS: 

˖ BSOP is run by volunteers; the party is no exception. Please VOLUNTEER. 

Contact Patrice Morrow, tm4170399@aol.com, or use this URL to access Sign-
UpGenius: http://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0445ada62ba3fb6-december 

˖ All attendees receive one free raffle ticket. Bring a small decorated bonsai tree 

as a centerpiece for your table and receive two additional raffle tickets.  
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Find bonsai magazine articles online at BSOP website 
The indexes of all the magazine articles in our library are now posted on our website. 

The format has been adapted to allow for easy searching. Type in the topic you are inter-
ested in, the program will bring up a list of all the magazine articles we have that deal 

with that subject.  

You can print the list and bring it to meetings to make finding magazines easier, or 
search from your phone at the meeting while using the library. You can also use this 

search function to find articles of interest in magazines you have at home.   

We hope this new format will make using the Periodical Indexes faster and easier for 
you. Since these are on the website, the librarians will no longer send out the semi-
annual updates as we have in the past. Instead, we update the on line listings as new 

magazines arrive.  

As always, the librarians will be glad to help with questions. Contact Karen 
VunKannon, Assistant Librarian, for questions regarding the Periodical Indexes. Contact 

Barbara Devitt, Librarian, for all other questions.  

Karen 

˖ Additional raffle tickets may be purchased throughout the evening. Raffle tick-

ets also qualify for a GRAND PRIZE DRAWING at the end of the evening.  

Raffle donations are encouraged!  

˖ BSOP will provide turkey and ham, mashed potatoes, stuffing and gravy, coffee, 

tea, non-alcoholic cold drinks. Alcohol is allowed if you bring your own.  

˖ Members are asked to bring potluck items according to last names starting with: 

A-F  Appetizer (please arrive by 4:30pm) 

G-L Dessert 

M-R Salad 

S-Z  Side  

˖ Bring your auction items between 4:00pm and 5:00pm. More details about the 

auction may be found elsewhere in this newsletter. 

Don’t miss this spectacular annual BSOP event featuring dinner, raffles and 
auctions.  

Questions? Call or email Jan Hettick,  

503-504-7760, janhettick@comcast.net.  
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Words From Your President  
Happy Holidays to one and all! 

Speaking of holidays; December 17th is our annual holiday party. I want to 
sincerely reach out to our newer members and members who have not attended 
your annual holiday party and make sure you feel invited. This event is for all 
members and not just those who always attend or have been members for years. 
This is for all of us. The details were sent out in several emails and is in our news-
letter. I refer you to them for more information rather than repeat it here. 

We are nearing the end of yet another year. My Mother had a saying that I like 
to repeat: “Nothing so certain as uncertainty and nothing so sure as change.” Well, 
we have certainly had a lot of both. Your club continues to grow and boasts of be-
ing most likely the largest bonsai club in the country and possibly the world.  

HOLIDAY PARTY AUCTION TIPS 
The holiday party will feature both silent and oral auctions. We are looking for good quality 
trees, including those with significant styling or those with excellent potential. The better trees 
will be selected for the oral auction. The Holiday Party auctions differ somewhat from the 
monthly meeting silent auctions. 

·  The focus here is on quality. The Holiday Auction is a great way for new members to obtain 
good quality trees with some degree of styling and for more experienced members to move on 
to better quality stock. 

·  Starter material is welcome, but lesser quality material will be routed to the raffle. Raffle do-
nations may be anything bonsai-related, including but not limited to seedlings, raw tree mate-
rial, excess tools, training pots, used books, etc. 

·  As with previous auctions, sellers receive 80% of the sale proceeds. BSOP will retain 20%. 
You may set a minimum bid on your tree. If it doesn’t reach the minimum, you take it home. 

·  We also welcome outright donations to the club, with 100% of the proceeds going to the 
BSOP general fund. Tax receipts will be available. 

·  Please make sure your trees and pots are clean and free of disease. Watch out for slugs and 
ants, which tend to wake up in the warmth. 

·  When you arrive, take your trees to the staging area. From there you will be given Auction 
Tags to complete (LEGIBLY!) and will be directed to the Silent or Oral auction tables. 

Please bring your auction items between 4:00pm and 5:00pm so we can get them registered. As 
space may be a concern, if you anticipate bringing more than five items to auction, please notify 
Jan in advance, janhettick@comcast.net, 503-504-7760. 

We look forward to seeing you at the party, ESPECIALLY YOU NEWBIES! 
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Every meeting is a mini-convention…vendors, raffles, auctions, meet and 
greet, a help desk, a library that is overflowing with information, food and bever-
ages, show and tell area, show quality display and of course our guest presenter. 
Each meeting we have over 125 attendees. 

I bring this up not because of my pride in being a part of that growth but be-
cause of my pride in all of you who have made this happen: the members who at-
tend, the countless volunteers who continually give of themselves and their time. 
You know who they are and you know who you are. That is what I am most proud 
of. You all make this club the success that it is. THANKS TO ALL OF YOU!!! 

I hope to see you on the 17th. I hope all of you have a joyous holiday season. 

And, as always, thank you for your trust, Lee  

Scots Pine bonsai by Andres Alvarez Iglesias. Bonsai pot: Yamaaki. From the 2017 
European Bonsai San Show, Saulieu, France. See bonsai4me.com for close-ups and 
other fabulous trees.   
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Learning from the Landscape 

Last month I took advantage of the fact that there is a small window to prune 
Japanese Maples, just as their leaves are dropping, so that they won’t bleed. I 
pruned a few of the bonsai on my benches, but my main targets were the trees in 
my landscape. When moved to a new house, we inherited a ginormous weeping 
Japanese maple, front and center in the most prominent area of our yard. It’s 
probably 15-20 feet across. I was able to cut it back a bit last year, mostly to keep 
it off of the driveway.  

But this was the year that I wanted to get in and do some real structural work. 
Along the way, I pruned another large maple in the yard, as well as my mother in 
law’s maple, and another friend’s large specimen. For some reason, after twenty 
year’s of pruning this type of tree, things really started to sink in, so I thought I 
would share some new and confirmed insights. I can now prune with confidence 
at a fairly feverish pace and the decisions fall easily right into place. 

First of all, the most important aspect here is the non-bleeding time of year. I 
find that a good time is when there are just a few fresh leaves on the tree, but it’s 
lost all the others. Take a snip and wait just a few seconds. If it bleeds, wait an-
other week.  

As the leaves start to abscise from the tree, the sap is also slowing down to a 
halt. Otherwise it would be pushing sap out of the points that just lost leaves. The 
tree then begins to heal over and seal up these areas and the sap re-pressurizes a 
few weeks later. So if you prune in December, you get bleeding all over again. It 
can extremely weaken the tree if you let it bleed profusely. In the spring, it pro-
vides entrance for fungi. You can prune safely after the leaves have hardened in 
the spring, around April or May, but it is very hard to see the overall structure. 

Next, and just as important, is the fact that although maples have an opposing 
leaf structure, those opposing pairs rotate 90 degrees every other pair, making 
horizontal or vertical oriented buds. I have not really paid all that much attention 
to this feature in the past, but things really started to click when I did. I now un-
derstood why some branches seemed to just reach for the sky and others spread 
out. It was just they way they started on the main branch.  
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Take a look at the photos. You can see in the first one the orientation of the 
buds, how they alternate along the branch. In photo two you see an unpruned 
branch and how the structure is developing into vertical branches and horizontal 
branches. I no longer prune back to the first node on a branch, but to the one that 
is oriented in the direction I want. In bonsai, I always prune to the horizontal 
branches, unless I have a need to create depth. On these weeping landscape trees, 
I am going for something a little different.  

Here is the interesting part. Remember those vertically aligned shoots? As I 
went to prune this year, I noticed that 95% of the dead branches were those that 
were the bottom half of a pair, the ones facing down. It didn’t matter if the branch 
was one year or five years old, those were the ones that were getting weak and dy-
ing on their own. The tree was educating me and telling me how it likes to grow. 
It was doing it’s own pruning.  

Look at photo two and you will see that the downward facing buds have disap-
peared on their own. So taking that cue, I began cleaning out those downward 
branches anywhere I could. It’s a quick way to shorten branches or thin things out. 
After several seasons and/or several cuts you begin to develop an undulating 
structure that creates great movement and allows you make foliage pads on a 
weeping tree.  
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December Haiku 
High above grey sky  

Dark clouds dancing in the wind  

Snowflake passes by.  

Ron Yasenchak   

Take a look at photo three and you can see the effect of this style of pruning. I 
have been pruning like this for awhile, but now I finally understand that alternat-
ing nature, how to use it effectively, and what to expect next year.  

So my suggestion is to grab your saw and pruners and dive into one of these 
trees and see what you can learn. There are so many more branches to work with 
than on bonsai, so much more practice. And if you make a mistake, it’s easy to 
grow more branches. It’s not so critical as your prized bonsai and you can relax a 
bit. Take that snip and see if you are still in the window for pruning.  

Scott Elser 

Mugo Pine bonsai by Vaclav Novak. Bonsai Pot: 
Klika-Kuratkova See close-ups at bonsai4me.com  
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Shop Online at DallasBonsai.com 

World’s Largest Selection of  Bonsai Supplies, Tools, and More 

 • Bonsai Tools • Plastic Pots & Trays 

 • Bonsai Soils • Tokoname & Ceramics 

 • Fertilizers • Bonsai Training Wire 

 • Chemicals • Complete Starter Kits 

 • Books • Bonsai Trees & Material 

From the 
portfolio of 
Michael 
Hagedorn 
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PRE-BONSAI PLANTS · BONSAI TOOLS 

High-fired Pots ● Mica & Plastic Training Pots 

Wire ● Organic Fertilizers 

Mazama Pumice (1/16-3/8”) 

Diatomite Rock from Nevada, USA 

Superior Black Compost ● Red Cinder Rock (1/4-5/16”) 

Est. 1978  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dedicated to growing trees specifi-

cally for bonsai, combining the best of 

traditional Japanese techniques with 

the proven technology of the Oregon 

nursery industry.  

In the field: 

Japanese Black pine, Shimpaku 

 Scots Pine, Shore Pine, Mugo 

Trident & Japanese Maples 

Chinese Elms, Japanese Quince 

Ume, Crabapples, Korean Hornbeam 

And others. Come see the result of our 

nebari development process.  

Many varieties of satsuki whips 

Shimpaku from 1 gal to field-grown 

Many varieties developed for shohin 

styling 

To contact us, please call or email 

Chris & Lisa Kirk ●   

(503) 881-1147 ●  

www.tfarms.com  

Website at www.telfarms.com 

Welcome to the Village  

Need supplies?   

Call ahead for delivery  

at BSOP meetings.  

 

Austin Heitzman demonstrated the use of jita or 
wooden slabs to display accent plants at the 
Bonsai Society of San Francisco. See more at 
bonsaitonight.com 
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The Bonsai Society of Portland meets on the fourth Tuesday of each month.  

The Milwaukie Center 

5440 SE Kellogg Creek Drive, Milwaukie OR 97222  
Enter parking lot from Rusk Road 

Visitors are always welcome! 
Board of Directors 

President: Lee Cheatle  VP-Programs: Michael “Lime” Allen  
VP-Membership: Jan Hettick  Treasurer: John Thomas  
Secretary: Patty Myrick  Past President: Jan Hettick  
Committee Chairs 

Auctions:  Toni Martin   Databases: Jan Hettick   
Heritage: Steve Leaming, Brandon Myren Hospitality: Patty Myrick    
Library: Barbara Devitt  Mentorship 1A: George Biddle  
Mentorship 1B: Brandon Myren Mentorship: Lee Cheatle, Liz Hardy 
Newsletter: Peter Pelofske   Photographer: Brian Lonstad   
Program Facilitator: Reid Parham Raffle: Harold Yearout  
Social Media: Scott Tice  Ambassadors: Keith Wingfield   
Webmaster: Karl Holmes  
Contact information is on the BSOP website www.portlandbonsai.org.  

6707 SW Pine Street, Portland, OR  97223 


