
  

November 11 10-2 Mentorship 102B Milwaukie Center  

November 27 6-9pm BSOP monthly meeting, Milwaukie Center  

December 16 4:30 - 9:30pm Holiday Party, Milwaukie Center  

January 06 10-2 Mentorship 102A, Oregon Grape Room, Milwaukie Center  

January 13 10-2 Mentorship 101A, Oregon Grape Room, Milwaukie Center  

January 20 10-2 Mentorship 101B, Oregon Grape Room, Milwaukie Center  

January 22 6-9pm BSOP monthly meeting, Milwaukie Center  

Upcoming Events 
November 

2018 

Words From Your President  
As much as I like to have the influence of a professional artist or an out of town art-

ist, I also really appreciate it when we have our own members have presentations at our 

general meetings. We really do have great talent depth on our bench.  

Also, it had been a long time since we had done a whack and chat as well and I had 
forgotten just how much fun they can be and that our newer members had not ever been 

a part of one. 

We are fast approaching the end of another 2-year term for your board of directors. 
Last month we posted the nominees and announced those candidates at our general 

meeting. I will do so again in November. 

The holiday party is a little more than a month away…December 16. You can read 
all about it on our website and sign up for it as well. NEW MEMBERS: this is your 
party too. I/we really want you to participate. It is not only an event for our long-term 
members. We have appetizers, you can bring your own beverages, we have a great holi-
day buffet and desserts. In addition, we have a silent auction and an oral auction…great 

bargains galore.  

Buy yourself a Christmas present. See you on the 27th for our next meeting. 

As always thank you for your trust.  Lee  
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Programming Report 
I hope everybody who attended our October program is now armed with deciduous develop-

ment ideas. Scott Elser showed us many trees he has been growing for years and explained why 
periods of unrestricted growth are needed for girth and taper. 

Coming up on November 27, President Lee Cheatle will interview acclaimed yamadori col-
lector Randy Knight. This two-hour program will cover Randy’s tales of adventures, collection 
and recovery strategies, and even his forays into field growing pre-bonsai. 

Many people have attempted to collect trees from the wild, but Randy is known for a sur-
vival rate exceeding 90 percent. Be ready to hear how many tens of thousands of miles of driv-
ing it takes to be the most productive and successful yamadori collector (and just how much 
maintenance Randy’s truck requires to keep up with him). 

Oregon-born and American raised, Randy will tell us about his deep respect for our land-
scapes and what all it has to offer. Show up with an ear tuned to respectful, sustainable, and 
honorable treatment of the uniquely great American West. 

Please also feel free to bring anything you’ve collected—even out of your yard—for our 
monthly “Show & Tell” and “Question & Answer” tables! I’ll be there and look forward to in-
teracting with you. 

Reid Parham, Program Facilitator 

Mentorship  
Mentorships 102A and 102B (Basic skills in place) met on November 4 and 11 respectively, 

our last meetings for 2018. Both classes were led by Lee. There was no specific lesson this 
month, rather everyone brought trees to work on. This time of year we work on wiring conifers, 
candle selection of Black or Red Pine, and light pruning of deciduous, so mostly we pruned and 
trimmed.  

We GREATLY appreciate our “whack n chat” assistants; seasoned members Roger Case, 
Dave Kidd, and Greg Brenden, and of course Lee Cheatle who provided such valuable input for 
those of us who are more novice. Thank you, thank you, thank you!!!  

On the 11th, we had a special guest, Vicki Chamberlain (earthwares.org), who according to 
Ryan Neil is the new up and coming premier potter in the USA. She started her day at 3:00 a.m. 
to come all the way from Ashland!  

Steve Leaming was on hand with his complete store. He has added several new items to his 
line to include loop pruners, lime sulfur, 2 types of cut paste (one for conifer and one for de-
ciduous) as well as several new tools.  

The 102 mentorships will resume again next year beginning on January 6. You may have 
noticed that there have been no 101 classes this fall. They will resume on January 13th and 20th. 
Please register for the 101 classes at portlandbonsai.com, Resources, Member Services.  

See you at the monthly meeting on November 27, and then of course on December 16 for 
our annual Holiday dinner/auction!  

 Happy Thanksgiving!  Elisabeth (Liz) Hardy 
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BSOP 2018 HOLIDAY PARTY!BSOP 2018 HOLIDAY PARTY!BSOP 2018 HOLIDAY PARTY!BSOP 2018 HOLIDAY PARTY!    
The BSOP Holiday Party is an exciting annual event celebrating a successful year of bonsai 

and friendship. The party this year is on Sunday, December 16th 4:30-8:00pm at the Mil-
waukie Center, 5440 SE Kellogg Creek Drive, Milwaukie. The Holiday Party is open to all 
BSOP members and their guests. We especially encourage our newer members to attend. This 
is a great opportunity to get acquainted with other BSOP members and “talk bonsai”! Not to 
mention a good way to get your hands on some good quality bonsai material. 

Tickets are $10 per person until Dec 10th or $15 after December 10th and at the door. 

They can be purchased online through the club website, portlandbonsai.org, under Resources/
Member Services.  http://www.portlandbonsai.org  Tickets may also be purchased at the Cash-
ier desk at the BSOP meeting on November 27th.  

HERE’S THE SCHEDULE 

2:30 – 4:00 - Setup 

4:00 – 5:30 – Auction Registration (bring your trees, etc.) 

4:30 – 5:30 – Social Hour & Appetizers 

5:30 – 6:30 – Dinner 

6:30 – 8:00 – Auction & Raffle 

8:00 – 9:30 – Clean Up 

DINNER 
The event is a combination catered/potluck dinner. BSOP will provide turkey, ham, pota-

toes, bread stuffing, gravy, hot vegetable, tossed greens with three dressing choices, pasta salad, 
vegetable salad, and fruit. 

Coffee, tea, water and non-alcoholic soft drinks will be provided. Alcohol is allowed but 
you must bring your own. 

BSOP members will provide delicious and creative potluck appetizers and desserts. 

Potluck items are suggested by the first letter of your last name as follows: 

• A-M Appetizer 

• N-Z Dessert  

 

 DECORATED TREE CONTEST 

Bring a small decorated bonsai tree as a cen-
terpiece for your table. There will be a contest 
with attendees voting for their favorite decorated 

tree. The winner will receive a special prize! 
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AUCTIONS & RAFFLE 

The holiday party will feature both silent and oral auctions. We are looking for good quality 
trees, including those with significant styling or those with excellent potential. The better trees 
will be selected for the oral auction. The Holiday Party auction differs somewhat from the 
monthly meeting silent auctions. 

• The focus here is on quality. Holiday Auction is a great way for new members to obtain good 
quality trees with some degree of styling and for more experienced members to move on to 
better quality stock. 

• As with previous auctions, sellers receive 80% of the sale proceeds. BSOP will retain 20%. 
This is an excellent way to thin your collection while earning some extra holiday cash. You 
can set a minimum bid on your tree. If it doesn’t reach the minimum, you take it home. 

• We also welcome outright donations to the club, with 100% of the proceeds going to the 
BSOP general fund. If you choose this option, we can provide you with a tax receipt so you 
can write off your donation. 

• The raffle donations may be anything bonsai-related, including but not limited to seedlings, 
raw tree material, excess tools, training pots, etc. Raffle proceeds benefit the Mentorship and 
Library funds. All attendees will receive one free raffle ticket. If you bring a small decorated 
bonsai tree as a centerpiece for your table you will receive two additional raffle tickets. 

• Please bring your auction items between 4:00pm and 5:30pm so we can get them registered. 
As always, make sure your trees and pots are clean and free of disease. (watch out for slugs 
and ants) If you anticipate bringing more than five items to auction, please notify Jan in ad-
vance, janhettick@comcast.net 

HELP WANTED  

As with any event we need your help to make this successful. We need BSOP members to help 
with the following: Set up Tables, Buffet Table Organizer, Raffle Ticket Sales, Auction Runner 
& Bid Spotters, and Clean Up.  

IF YOU ARE AVAILABLE TO HELP WITH THE PARTY THERE WILL BE A SIGN-
UP AT THE NOVEMBER 27th MEETING. 

We look forward to seeing you at the party, ESPECIALLY NEW MEMBERS! 

Your BSOP Executive Board (Lee, Lime, Reid, Jan, Patty and Laura)  
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November Haiku 
Sunburst rays must flow  

Noonday radiance on trees  
Flush of alpenglow  

Ron Yasenchak   

IMPORTANT AUCTION INFORMATION 
* Any BSOP member may sell at Tuesday night auction 

* Anyone may buy 

o Members use member ID number (back of ID badge) 

o Guests get temporary number from cashier 

* Items for sale must arrive after 5:30 and BEFORE 6:30pm 

* Complete auction tag 

o Seller ID is your member ID (back of badge) 

o Mark percentage to BSOP (20%, 50%, 100%) (1) 

o Add brief description of item 

o Add minimum bid if appropriate 

o White (top) copy of bid sheet goes to Auction Manager 

* If you bring something to sell 

o At end of evening, verify that it has sold 

o If not, take it with you 

o Items left after meeting become 100% donation to BSOP 

* If you bid on something, verify if you won, then 

o Bring pink copy of auction tags to cashier with payment 

o Goldenrod copy to stay with tree at all times, is buyer’s copy 

* Allow 30 minutes for bid posting after auction close 

(1) Note: If you want some items to be 20% and others to be 100%, please get 
separate seller ID number from cashier for 100% items.  
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It’s An Election Year!  
BSOP Executive Board elections are upon us once again. We officially declare our candi-

dates in this month’s Tree Line and at this month’s meeting. Elections are held at the November 
meeting. If you wish to nominate someone, we will take nominations from the floor at the No-
vember meeting. Then, we will vote, by a show of hands, for the 2019-2020 candidates.  

These are the nominations for the 2019-2020 Board:  
President: Joe Johanesen  
Vice President of Programming: Reid Parham  
Vice President of Membership:  Jan Hettick  
Treasurer:  Patty Myrick  
Secretary:  Laura Hudson  
Past President:  Lee Cheatle  

CALL FOR SPEAKERSCALL FOR SPEAKERSCALL FOR SPEAKERSCALL FOR SPEAKERS  
Welcome to Fall.  It is that time of the year when BSOP starts receiving request from gar-

dening clubs, nurseries, schools, retirement communities and others with request for a presenta-
tion about Bonsai and an accompanying display of trees.  Some of the nurseries ask for an in-
structional class on basis bonsai design and care.   The number of requests is increasing as the 
reputation of BSOP and the public’s knowledge about us expands.  I have been asked by Presi-
dent Cheatle to coordinate this effort by developing a roster of BSOP members who are willing 
to undertake these presentations.  The requests are generally for a talk of 1 to 1 1/2 hours ac-
companied by a display of a few trees and a Q and A period of 15 to 30 minutes. If a request is 
for an instructional class, team presentations are always a consideration.    

If you are willing to share your bonsai knowledge and display a few of your trees to help 
further BSOP's mission to educate and promote our art, email me at keithwingfield@aol.com, 
call me at 503-538-6118 or contact me at one of the club meetings or mentorship pro-
grams.  This is a simple and fun activity that helps to promote the general public's knowledge of 
bonsai and extend BSOP's community outreach.  Please let me hear from you. 

Already this fall we have 2 requests for presentations.  The first is for a Bonsai presentation 
talk and a small showing of some trees in early and advanced development and a question and 
answer period. The request by the Fir Grove Garden Club and is for a speaker / presenter on 
Wednesday, January 16, 2019 at approximately 6:30 p.m with the specific location to be ar-
ranged.  I will put you in touch with the Garden Club coordinator so final details can be worked 
out closer to the date of the presentation. 

The second request is for a presentation at the Astoria Public Library.  Details on this one 
are still being worked out and more information will be forth coming.  But if you are interest, 
let me know and I will keep you in the loop as more details and information become available. 

Happy Fall Bonsai Season,  

Keith Wingfield, keithwingfield@aol.com 
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Deciduous Tree Development  
After last month’s presentation on developing deciduous bonsai, I thought it would be great 

to review some points and amplify others. While reflecting after the meeting, I realized what I 
was providing was a very wide overview of the process, but it was akin to talking about Juni-
pers, Pines, and Spruces all at once. There is a lot of variety and nuances to deciduous trees that 
we were not permitted to even touch on, so I wanted to mention some other great sources of in-
formation that you might want to review to expand on the concepts that we talked about.  

First off, there is the article from this column called Bonsai From the Ground Up, where I 
talk about some of my experience with field growing trees in the backyard. You can find it on 
the BSOP website under Resources; Scott’s Branch Tips. The are also two programs on Ryan 
Neil’s Asymmetry pod casts, via Mirai Bonsai. On one, Ryan talks deciduous development with 
none other than our own Dennis Vojtilla, and on the other he talks with Chris Kirk and Gary 
Wood on field growing techniques and strategies. They make great listening while working on 
your trees.  

We started our conversation last meeting with the acknowledgment that you can’t just go 
collect a great deciduous tree, like you might a conifer, or run to your local shop and expect to 
find really great material. The most dependable method is to simply grow them yourself. It fol-
lows then, that the earlier you start in a trees life, the more success you will have. Nothing beats 
the movement that you can put into your trees when you start with seedlings or rooted cuttings. 
That initial movement is so important. No matter the tree species, conifer or deciduous, I never 
allow a tree to grow straight out of the soil. It always emerges at an angle. And that means that I 
am already working on the root structure that is so critical for deciduous trees.  

It definitely means some root pruning and if there is a tap root, or an overly strong root of 
any kind, this is the best time to give it its walking papers. It’s gotta go or the whole tree suf-
fers. So be ruthless. Better to make a hard cut now, than to set the tree back after ten years of 
hard work. Grow the tree in a pot for a couple of years to get that movement and root based es-
tablished before moving it to the ground. If it grows too fast, at least it grew with great curves.  

Straight trunks, no matter what size, don’t really have a place in my garden. When you 
make curves, think of the size of tree that you want to make. A large tree requires larger curves. 
A shohin tree may only move an inch or two to one side or the other while a larger tree might 
shift almost a foot in any one direction. Don’t forget to make it move in three dimensions – 
front to back as well as sided to side. Also, wire well beyond what you think you will want. The 
extra length will actually help you bend the sections you desire and provide you with a bit of 
cushion for shape. You never know for sure how a tree will develop. You can make the decision 
of where to cut it next season.  

When you are ready to enter the next stage of development, you can move up to a larger 
pot, place the tree in a wooden box, or plant it in the ground. Things grow many times faster in 
the ground, but that is not always helpful. If you want a large, bulky, masculine trunk, it will 
really help. However, it is much more difficult to manage that growth while it’s in the ground. 
If you want a more delicate, feminine line, it may be better to employ a wooden box or larger 
pot that you can watch on the bench. Boxes are an under utilized tool, especially by myself. 
You can also use them to rejuvenate a lagging tree.  
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Shop Online at DallasBonsai.com 

World’s Largest Selection of  Bonsai Supplies, Tools, and More 

 • Bonsai Tools • Plastic Pots & Trays 

 • Bonsai Soils • Tokoname & Ceramics 

 • Fertilizers • Bonsai Training Wire 

 • Chemicals • Complete Starter Kits 

 • Books • Bonsai Trees & Material 

So now that your tree is well on it’s way and things are growing along and the trunk is get-
ting the proportions you desire, it may be time to make a big cut and redirect the growth in a 
new direction. This of course does two things – it builds good taper into the design as well as 
introduces more movement. The tricky part here is to not slow the tree down. That’s why I 
never prune heavily until I have a branch of sufficient diameter to take over the sap flow where 
the cut is. This can be very subjective, but as a rule of thumb we might say that it needs to be at 
least 20% of the size of the main trunk. If it’s not, then let it grow some more.  

And never rely on just a bud. They can easily wither away and then you are back to square 
one. The main point here is to not cut right where you want it to end, but rather at least one 
trunk diameter above the new leader branch. This will allow the tree to compartmentalize the 
wound. The following year you can reduce it either to where you want, or to where the tree has 
died back. This is a much, much safer technique and leads to complete healing of scars and pre-
dictable results. Do this process as many times as you need until you have your desired results. 
You may have a tree in the ground from 3-10 years, so you will have plenty of time to practice. 
I used worked on my trees in the ground twice a year in order to get what I wanted.  

Be sure to keep working on the roots. I like to prune roots every other year. This allows the 
tree to really gain some strength from growing in the ground, but limits certain roots from 
growing too fast and sapping strength from the others. We are looking for balance. That way, 
when we pull it out of the ground or a wooden box, we can move it right into a bonsai con-
tainer. Happy growing! 

 Scott Elser 
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Portland Bonsai Supply  
 

portlandbonsaisupply.com  
 

WIRE - TOOLS - SUPPLIES -  
FERTILIZER - SOILS - POTS  

 
 

Now Stocking JIM GREMEL Annealed Copper Wire  

Get Ready For Repotting Season  

Akadama OR Kunuma 17lt  

$35 EA / 2/$67  
 

Owner—Steve Leaming stevenleaming@gmail.com 503-750-4552  
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PRE-BONSAI PLANTS · BONSAI TOOLS 

High-fired Pots ● Mica & Plastic Training Pots 

Wire ● Organic Fertilizers 

Mazama Pumice (1/16-3/8”) 

Diatomite Rock from Nevada, USA 

Superior Black Compost ● Red Cinder Rock (1/4-5/16”) 

Est. 1978  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dedicated to growing trees specifi-

cally for bonsai, combining the best of 

traditional Japanese techniques with 

the proven technology of the Oregon 

nursery industry.  

In the field: 

Japanese Black pine, Shimpaku 

 Scots Pine, Shore Pine, Mugo 

Trident & Japanese Maples 

Chinese Elms, Japanese Quince 

Ume, Crabapples, Korean Hornbeam 

And others. Come see the result of our 

nebari development process.  

Many varieties of satsuki whips 

Shimpaku from 1 gal to field-

grown 

Many varieties developed for shohin 

styling 

To contact us, please call or email 

Chris & Lisa Kirk ●   

(503) 881-1147 ●  

www.tfarms.com  

Website at www.telfarms.com 
Need supplies?   

Call ahead for delivery  

at BSOP meetings.  

 

Window Shopping in Paris at Paris Bonsai, paris-

bonsai.com 01 45 32 22 69   



11 

The Bonsai Society of Portland meets on the fourth Tuesday of each month.  

The Milwaukie Center 
5440 SE Kellogg Creek Drive, Milwaukie OR 97222  

Enter parking lot from Rusk Road 
Visitors are always welcome! 

Board of Directors 
President: Lee Cheatle  VP-Programs: Lime Allen, Reid Parham 
VP-Membership: Jan Hettick  Treasurer: Patty Myrick  
Secretary: Laura Hudson  Past President: Jan Hettick  
Committee Chairs 
Ambassadors: Keith Wingfield  Photographer: Brian Lonstad  
Auctions:  Toni Martin   Raffle: Harold Yearout 
Audio/Visual: Lime Allen Social Media: Scott Tice  
Facilities Coordinator: Reid Parham Spring Show: Scott Elser 
Heritage: Steve Leaming, Brandon Myren Summer Picnic:  
Hospitality: Harold Yearout Vendor Coordinator: Reid Parham 
Library: Barbara Devitt, Karen VunKannon Volunteer Coordinator: Patrice Morrow 
Mentorship:  Lee Cheatle, Liz Hardy  Webmaster: Karl Holmes  
Newsletter: Peter Pelofske    

Contact information is on the BSOP website www.portlandbonsai.org.  

6707 SW Pine Street, Portland, OR  97223 


