
  

October 14 10-2 Mentorship 102B Milwaukie Center  

October 23 6-9 pm BSOP monthly meeting, Milwaukie Center  

November 4 10-2 Mentorship 102A Milwaukie Center  

November 11 10-2 Mentorship 102B Milwaukie Center  

November 27 6-9pm BSOP monthly meeting, Milwaukie Center  

December 16 4:30 - 9:30pm Holiday Party, Milwaukie Center  

Upcoming Events 
October 

2018 

Words From Your President  
RENDEZVOUS! THANK YOU! THANK YOU! THANK YOU! THANK YOU! THANK 

YOU! RENDEZVOUS! 

WE DID IT!    YOU DID IT! 

Can you believe that after nearly 3 years of toil we just completed the Rendezvous AKA the 

unconventional convention. Hundreds of hours, a couple of hundred volunteers and once again 

the BSOP succeeded in wowing our guests. 

The workshop material and the artists for both the large workshops and the Rodeo were excel-

lent. The Marketplace, the best I have seen, was stellar albeit the tent a bit dark, the food was 

fantastic and plentiful, the exhibit was number two in excellence in my book with the Artisan’s 

Cup being number one an excellent event to be next to. 

All our committee chairs did what was needed and needed little to no additional guidance. We 

had preassigned volunteers handling different aspects as well as many members on standby to 

assist where needed. Many of the assigned members crossed over to also help where needed. 

WHAT A TEAM! 

We sent the attendees home with another great BSOP experience and we should all be proud of 

ourselves. 

I am nearing the end of a 4-year tenure as your president and having such an important 

event go so well makes me extremely happy. Thank you again for making us the club that we 

have become. 

As always thank you for your trust. Lee  
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Programming Report 
Thank you to our friends Greg Brendon and Lee Cheatle for headlining September’s meet-

ing. Their presentation of styles, technique, and care for junipers and native white pines was 

informative and fun! 

Up next, award-winning BSOP member Scott Elser will walk us through the process and 

techniques to develop highly ramified deciduous bonsai. Although amazing conifer bonsai are 

often reduced from larger specimens, Scott will show us that many of these prized deciduous 

features are grown through intentional care.  

This is an opportunity-filled frontier, as few North American enthusiasts, growers, and ven-

dors are actively engaged in long-term deciduous bonsai development. In the past year, we’ve 

heard a call from local enthusiast and full-time apprentice Andrew Robson that we all grow and 

develop more (native) deciduous specimens. 

Scott will fill the stage with amazing examples and, through a two-hour discussion, prepare 

you to embark on this journey. Bring your questions and curiosities! 

Please also bring relevant deciduous projects for our monthly “Show & Tell” and “Question 

& Answer” tables! I’ll be there and look forward to interacting with you. 

Reid Parham, Program Facilitator 

HOLIDAY PARTY  
No, it’s not quite here yet. But please save the date!  

December 16, 2018  
The BSOP Holiday Party is an exciting annual event celebrating a successful year of bonsai 

and friendship. The party this year is on December 16th 4:30-8:00pm at the Milwaukie Center. 

The Holiday party is open to all BSOP members and their guests. We especially encourage our 

newer members to attend. This is a great opportunity to get acquainted with other BSOP mem-

bers and “talk bonsai”! Not to mention a good way to get your hands on some good quality bon-

sai material. Watch for more information in your November newsletter.  

Hawthorne bonsai, from the Art Of Bonsai In Wales, from bonsai4me.com 
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October Haiku 
Enjoyed Rendezvous  

Market, bonsai display grand  

Saw many friends too  

Ron Yasenchak   

WANTED BSOP PHOTOGRAPHER  
Brian Lonstad, our current BSOP photographer has asked to step down. So, we are now 

looking for someone to be our new BSOP photographer. If you feel that is something you 

would like to do, please contact Lee Cheatle at leecheatle@msn.com.  

Please note, this can be a shared responsibility with several interested parties.  

Thanks, Lee 

Mentorship  
What a bonsaiful (is that a word?!) fall we have had. Mentorship 102 has already met 3 

times; 102A met on September 9, 102B on September 30, and 102A on October 7. And that’s in 

addition to the fantastically successful and delightful unconventional convention otherwise 

known as Rendezvous that we did! WOW!! And 102B will meet again this coming Sunday the 

14th.  

We are now heavily into wiring/styling season. How do I know what size wire to use? In 

general, choose a wire that is 2/3 the diameter of the branch you are wiring.  

Lee gave us these reminders about fall care:  

For all trees, we should disturb the top 1/4”- 1/2” of soil by raking from the trunk toward 

the pot edge. This is to get the old fertilizer and debris off; debris makes the surface of the soil 

too dense and inhibits water from getting into to the soil.  

Fertilize like crazy to get more foliar growth next spring until the firsthard freeze, meaning 

the 20’s, usually in mid-December or January. Conifers need a lot of 5-5-5 or 10-10-10 for the 

vascular system and increased foliage in the spring. Deciduous and Larch need 0-5-5 or 0-10-10 

once the leaves turn color.  

Many thanks for all the help from our experienced members: Ron, Roger, Steve, and Lee. 

Much appreciated!! What would we do without you? It would be a sad thing indeed!  

Don’t forget Mentorship 102B this Sunday. November’s dates will be 102A on the 4th, and 

102B on the 11th.  

Happy wiring!  

Elisabeth (Liz) Hardy 

Japanese Maple by Mike Fieldhouse , from the 
Art Of Bonsai In Wales, bonsai4me.com 
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It’s An Election Year!  
BSOP Executive Board elections are upon us once again. We officially declare our candi-

dates in this month’s Tree Line and at this month’s meeting. Elections are held at the November 

meeting. If you wish to nominate someone, we will take nominations from the floor at the No-

vember meeting. Then, we will vote, by a show of hands, for the 2019-2020 candidates.  

These are the nominations for the 2019-2020 Board:  

President: Joe Johanesen  

Vice President of Programming: Reid Parham  

Vice President of Membership:  Jan Hettick  

Treasurer:  Patty Myrick  

Secretary:  Laura Hudson  

Past President:  Lee Cheatle  

Proposed Amendment to BSOP Constitution 
to add a new Section about Inclusion  

Last spring, the American Bonsai Society (ABS) adopted a policy related to diversity and 

inclusion and issued a statement that there is no place in American bonsai for discrimination or 

hate speech. The BSOP board realized that our constitution and bylaws do not currently contain 

anything related to diversity and inclusion. We are therefore recommending that the member-

ship amend the Constitution to add a new Article III related to inclusion. The proposed text is:  

We are dedicated to diversity, equity and inclusion within our 
organization and provide equal opportunity to all people re-
gardless of age, disability, ethnicity, gender, citizenship 
status, national origin, race, religion, or sexual orientation. 
Our organizational culture values people of all backgrounds 
and fosters an environment of respect, integrity, honesty, 
learning and a sense of fun.  

All articles from 3 up in the constitution will be renumbered after adding this new article.  

An amendment to the BSOP constitution requires a vote of the members present at a regular 

meeting after at least 30 days notice of the proposed change. Therefore, this proposed change is 

included in the October newsletter and will be voted on at the November 2018 meeting.  

St. Lucia 
Cherry bonsai 
by Kostis Ar-
naoutakis.  

Honeysuckle (L. 
periclymenum) 
by Kostis Ar-
naoutakis.  

Art Of Bonsai in 
Wales,  

bonsai4me.com 
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What I have learned from Mirai Live 
Well, it’s been a good year and a half since Ryan Neil’s Mirai Live launched at BSOP. I had 

eagerly awaited this development and decided to bite the bullet and sign up for the full, Tier 3 

membership. That means that I can go back and view old videos, take part in the Q&A, or what-

ever they might be offering. I began to think back about all that I have learned in that past year 

and a half and it is astounding. Not that it should surprise you, as the content is awesome. Ryan 

has a way of breaking down ideas, principles, and techniques into an easily understood manner. 

But, you need a little background into the aforementioned learning. I was fortunate to be in 

Ryan’s very first Defining Concepts – Pine series. This is where he began to develop his teach-

ing style and curriculum. We used a small white board and met in the tiny original studio in the 

converted garage. Just three of us and it was awesome. I went on to take a series every other 

year on Junipers, then elongating species, and finally, special studies. I drank the Kool-Aid, so 

to speak, and my bonsai have never been the same.  

I had previously taken an entire study course with Boon – ten three-day sessions, which also 

had a tremendous effect on my bonsai experience, catapulting me upwards to finally grasp bon-

sai at a high level. So with all of this experience, both with Ryan and Boon, my jaw has just 

about dropped to the floor over the last 18 months as to what I have learned and assimilated. 

Lots and lots of loose ends tied together and flagging ideas shored up.  

Then there are the brand new ideas. I can’t really list them in order of importance, but many 

of them are just, duh, it was there the whole time. Did I not listen the first time? Or in many in-

stances, it is brand new technology and thought applied to bonsai. Either way, after almost 30 

years of very actively pursuing bonsai, I really have some tools to take another leap forward. 

But be forewarned, that usually means more time and energy spent. Most of these are NOT time 

saving techniques but rather principles to take design and horticulture to a higher level. I can 

really only mention the general subject matter. I am making no attempt to explain them. That’s 

Ryan’s job, and he does it well. This kind of information is not free, but it’s, oh, so worth it. 

1. Always prune leaving at least two buds. Duh. Pruning a Japanese maple makes this auto-

matic, but not alternating species like hornbeam and beech. I kept pruning my beech back to 

one bud every year to keep it in check, but in the process I ended up with long and leggy 

branches, losing ramification. Not any more. 

2. The purpose of pinching, to redirect strength. Small to medium to weak. Ah, got it. 

3. The continued important of water and oxygen balance. Can’t be understated. I understand 

why some of my trees were strong and others weak. Now they are stronger than ever. This 

should probably be number one in importance on this list. 

4. The difference and timing between foliar growth and vascular growth. I knew about this, but 

now I know how and when it works and use it to my advantage. 

5. How to apply large wire. I have used more 4 gauge copper than just about anyone in BSOP 

and now it’s a lot easier. I saw old videos of Kimura wiring when I was at Boon’s, and noted 

what he was doing, but didn’t know why. Now I do. My hands love you Ryan. 

6. Less is more with wire. Already a concept I learned from Ryan on wiring, but it has been so 

great to be able to zoom in and see exactly how he works his hands. Less wire means  
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more time for me and a more natural appearance. 

7. Using foliage mass to power root development when repotting raw stock BEFORE styling 

the tree. 

8. Detailed application of fertilizer. 

9. Unlocking the secrets of Douglas Fir. I have two buds on every single branch on both my 

large Dougs, after pruning. And no more die back. STUPENDOUS. Ryan dug this out and 

developed the technique himself. Won’t get it anywhere else. 

10. Unlocking the subtleties of long and short-needled pines. Too much to go into, but the clari-

fication on timing, fertilization, watering, and purpose has been great. 

11. Timing of late season pruning on multi-flush pines to generate predictable buds. 

12. How to accomplish rock and slab plantings. Just in time for me to perch an Engelmann on a 

basalt slab I have been carrying around for over 35 years. 

13. Detailed application of raffia – where and when, refining my technique. 

14. When to prune my redwood for great results. 

15. OK, I have to stop somewhere or I will never finish. 

Suffice it to say that most of these that I mention are adding on to my existing knowledge 

and technique. Mostly, it’s learning how to manipulate the biology of the tree to get what I am 

after. Now it might seem like this is an article-long advertisement for Mirai Live. That’s not my 

intent and you can spend your money and time as you wish. But, if you want to take your bon-

sai to the level of art, this is going to really add to your arsenal of tools.  

If you are like many folks who attended the Rendezvous and don’t have the advantage of 

having a club like BSOP that offers great basic classes, or can’t afford or get into regular 

classes with folks like Ryan or Mike Hagedorn, this is a must and a steal. So much information 

for so relatively little price. I had to pay for airfare back and forth to Oakland to study with 

Boon, along with the study fees and hotel! But this I get it in the comfort of my own home and 

on my own time. And I can go back and review when needed, which I have done. I never had 

any concept of knowing it all, but I didn’t realize that there was so much more that I could 

know. That it didn’t have to be a mystery and it wasn’t just happen stance. 

One last word. Q&A’s. Usually once a week, Ryan goes to the white board and answers 

questions live. He is up to number sixty or so now. That’s over sixty hours of just answering 

questions. They are indexed by topic in each session, so you can somewhat search for what you 

are looking for. This is the hidden gem in the whole thing. I have asked a few questions myself. 

Some questions come up over and over and Ryan handles them adroitly and politely. These 

Q&A’s really help cover what isn’t addressed in the main streams and allows him to talk about 

other species, other hemispheres, or differing climates. It also makes him the epicenter for the 

transfer of bonsai knowledge around the world. 

Ok, enough on that. Darn him. Now my trees take even more effort, but they are rocking 

forward on a fast track and I now have the tools for artistic expression through bonsai. Have fun 

viewing.  Scott Elser 
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Shop Online at DallasBonsai.com 

World’s Largest Selection of  Bonsai Supplies, Tools, and More 

 • Bonsai Tools • Plastic Pots & Trays 

 • Bonsai Soils • Tokoname & Ceramics 

 • Fertilizers • Bonsai Training Wire 

 • Chemicals • Complete Starter Kits 

 • Books • Bonsai Trees & Material 

Common Haw-
thorn/
Crataegus 
monogyna 
bonsai.  

Winter.  

15"/37cm in 
height with a 
reach of 
32"/79cm and a 
4"/10cm trunk 
diameter.  

Collected in 
2006.  

Bon-
sai4me.com 
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Portland Bonsai Supply  
 

portlandbonsaisupply.com  
 

WIRE - TOOLS - SUPPLIES -  
FERTILIZER - SOILS - POTS  

 
 

Now Stocking JIM GREMEL Annealed Copper Wire  

Get Ready For Repotting Season  

Akadama OR Kunuma 17lt  

$35 EA / 2/$67  
 

Owner—Steve Leaming stevenleaming@gmail.com 503-750-4552  
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PRE-BONSAI PLANTS · BONSAI TOOLS 

High-fired Pots ● Mica & Plastic Training Pots 

Wire ● Organic Fertilizers 

Mazama Pumice (1/16-3/8”) 

Diatomite Rock from Nevada, USA 

Superior Black Compost ● Red Cinder Rock (1/4-5/16”) 

Est. 1978  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dedicated to growing trees specifi-

cally for bonsai, combining the best of 

traditional Japanese techniques with 

the proven technology of the Oregon 

nursery industry.  

In the field: 

Japanese Black pine, Shimpaku 

 Scots Pine, Shore Pine, Mugo 

Trident & Japanese Maples 

Chinese Elms, Japanese Quince 

Ume, Crabapples, Korean Hornbeam 

And others. Come see the result of our 

nebari development process.  

Many varieties of satsuki whips 

Shimpaku from 1 gal to field-

grown 

Many varieties developed for shohin 

styling 

To contact us, please call or email 

Chris & Lisa Kirk ●   

(503) 881-1147 ●  

www.tfarms.com  

Website at www.telfarms.com 
Need supplies?   

Call ahead for delivery  

at BSOP meetings.  

 

Zhao Qingquan says 

to lighten the top 
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The Bonsai Society of Portland meets on the fourth Tuesday of each month.  

The Milwaukie Center 

5440 SE Kellogg Creek Drive, Milwaukie OR 97222  
Enter parking lot from Rusk Road 

Visitors are always welcome! 

Board of Directors 

President: Lee Cheatle  VP-Programs: Lime Allen, Reid Parham 

VP-Membership: Jan Hettick  Treasurer: Patty Myrick  

Secretary: Laura Hudson  Past President: Jan Hettick  

Committee Chairs 

Ambassadors: Keith Wingfield  Photographer: Brian Lonstad  

Auctions:  Toni Martin   Raffle: Harold Yearout 

Audio/Visual: Lime Allen Social Media: Scott Tice  

Facilities Coordinator: Reid Parham Spring Show: Scott Elser 

Heritage: Steve Leaming, Brandon Myren Summer Picnic:  

Hospitality: Harold Yearout Vendor Coordinator: Reid Parham 

Library: Barbara Devitt, Karen VunKannon Volunteer Coordinator: Patrice Morrow 

Mentorship:  Lee Cheatle, Liz Hardy  Webmaster: Karl Holmes  

Newsletter: Peter Pelofske    

Contact information is on the BSOP website www.portlandbonsai.org.  

6707 SW Pine Street, Portland, OR  97223 


