
  

September 9 10-2 Mentorship 102A Milwaukie Center  

September 14-16 2018 NW Bonsai Rendezvous Milwaukie Center  

September 25 6-9 pm BSOP monthly meeting, Milwaukie Center  

September 30 10-2 Mentorship 102B Milwaukie Center  

Upcoming Events 
September 

2018 

Words From Your President  
RENDEZVOUS! This edition of the Tree Line is being dedicated to the Rendezvous.  

In order to accomplish an event of this size it takes hundreds and hundreds of hours to make 
it to the standards we try for here at the BSOP. I recently checked with Patrice Morrow, our 
volunteer chair, and she said our roster is nearing being filled. She also has a list of attendees 
that are willing to jump in as needed.  

With that in mind, I want to thank all of you that have given time to, or have volunteered to 
work at, the Rendezvous. As I have said in the past; nothing is more valuable than your time; 
giving it is giving your most precious asset and it is appreciated.  

I also want to give a shout-out to our large number of Chairpersons. Some of these volun-
teers have been on the job for three years making sure that all that is needed for us to be suc-
cessful is being done. We can’t thank you enough.  

When the membership made the decision to host the Rendezvous, it was a voluminous com-
mitment that has taxed some more than others. But I want to single out the one person who has 
been hammering away more than any one person. That person is Jan Hettick.  

Jan and I are co-chairs for the event but believe me when I say, I have not had the time to 
commit and Jan has pretty much single-handedly led the chairing of this new convention con-
cept. Each morning she arises and then spends the rest of day at her computer working pretty 
much solely on this immense project. Please take the time to thank her personally and to thank 
all of our dedicated volunteers for their unselfishness and dedication.  

I hope to see each and every one of you during The Rendezvous.  

As always thank you for your trust. Lee  
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September Haiku 
Moon’s goodnight is long  

Stars peering through the leaf roof  
Join white water’s song  

Ron Yasenchak   

Programming Report 
Thank you to the attendees and supporters of the BSOP Summer Picnic. We had fun, ate 

delicious food, and carried forward an annual tradition. 

Coming up with our return to regular monthly meetings is the September 25th “Dos Ami-
gos” headliner. One of our trusty Three Amigos will take a pass on this run, so be ready for an 
evening hosted by Greg Brenden and Lee Cheatle. This dynamic format will focus on native 
Pacific Northwest pines and Shimpaku Juniper, so come ready with your seasonally appropriate 
questions and enthusiasm. 

Meanwhile, exciting planning and booking work continues to line up monthly presenters 
through the end of 2019. If you have particular requests for guests and subjects then please send 
them to reid.parham@gmail.com. Thank you! 

Reid Parham, Program Facilitator 

THE THREE AMIGOS RIDE AGAIN  
What? Excuse me? What do you mean they do not ride again? Oh, they do ride, but one fell 

off his horse. Okay?  

THE TWO AMIGOS RIDE AGAIN  
Okay, I hope I have not lost you yet and still have your attention.  

For those of you who have witnessed the Three Amigos before, you know who they are and 
what they do. For those of you who do not, here is a quick history.  

The Three Amigos are: Dennis Vojtilla, Greg Brenden and Lee Cheatle. Unfortunately, 
Dennis is unable to ride with us at our next meeting. In fact, he does not even have a horse but 
of course, neither does Greg or Lee. Okay, enough digression.  

At our September 25 General Meeting, both Greg and Lee will be taking turns feeding you 
information. Greg will be reviewing NW Native White Pines and Lee will be reviewing Shim-
paku Junipers.  

This style of program has been received very well the past 3 times we have done it and we 
hope you will find it informative.  

Hope to see you amigos there. Lee 
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2018 BSOP Tee Shirt 
If you ordered a BSOP 

tee shirt and have not yet 
picked it up, they will be 
brought to the September 25 
BSOP meeting. If you can’t 
make the meeting, please 
contact Jan Vandervort at 
jvandervort67@gmail.com, 
503-254-0582 to make ar-
rangements to get your shirt. 

Mentorship Classes 
Welcome back to Mentorship season! I hope everyone had a great summer, and all your 

trees survived the heat! 

 This year instead of Mentorship 102 and 103, we will have 102A and 102B, as 102 and 103 
were basically the same thing. Lee will once again be our fearless Mentorship leader, in spite of 
being up to his elbows in Rendezvous preparation.  Thank you Lee, we appreciate it!!! 

 All BSOP members are welcome at the Mentorship 102A and 102B sessions, regardless of 
experience.  Bring any tree you want to work on or want advice about, whether it be pruning or 
styling. There is no specific topic this month. 

As usual, seasoned members are encouraged to come assist students with their trees. 

 Here is the Mentorship 102 schedule for the rest of this year: 
September 9  102A 

September 30   102B 

October 7  102A 

October 14  102B 

November 4  102A 

November 11  102B 

No mentorships in December (Holiday party Dec 16) 

 All mentorships meet in the Oregon Grape Room at the Milwaukie Center from 10:00 to 
2:00. You should bring several trees to work on, wire, tools, and a sack lunch.  

 Hope to see you at the upcoming Mentorships! And of course, also at Rendezvous!! 

Elisabeth (Liz) Hardy 
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*****RENDEZVOUS VOLUNTEER UPDATE****  
This is the final pre-convention message for all of you volunteers and potential vol-

unteers.  

WOW!  
When we started down this path, we were looking at the daunting task of finding 

enough volunteers to help make the 2018 NW Bonsai Rendezvous a success.  

Nearly 200 volunteers were needed. And here we are, just about a week out, and the 

response has been nothing less than awesome! THANK YOU !!  

Those of you who are volunteering can look forward to being a part of this 
“Unconventional Convention” that will be showcasing the talents and wares and TREES 

that make us so fortunate to be practicing bonsai in the Northwest.  

Make sure to take advantage of our come early, leave late, policy that allows you to 
arrive ½ hour early, and remain ½ hour after your shift ends. Use that time to check out 
the world-class Bonsai Exhibit Hall, or observe a local artist sharing their knowledge in 

one of the many workshops or talks scheduled throughout the weekend.  

I will be sending more information regarding specifics of check-in and other particu-
lars early next week. Also, volunteers will be receiving an automated reminder 3 days 

before their shift(s).  

And…we still have a few open volunteer spots!  

We have two Raffle Sales positions that should be fun. One is circulating during the 
Vendor Reception from 6:00pm to 9:00pm on Friday night, and the other is from 

5:00pm to 8:00pm on Saturday night, selling tickets during the Banquet.  

There are also several Will Call positions open throughout the weekend. This is a 
wellorganized area that allows convention goers to store their purchases and personal 
items. All convention volunteers will also be able to check in at Will Call and store their 

personal items. Shifts remain open on Friday, Saturday and Sunday.  

Take a look at the Sign Up Genius website to choose your preferred shift;  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0445ada62ba3fb6-2018  

The green boxes on the right marked SIGN UP indicate open spots. Just click on that 
icon, go to the bottom of the page and click on Submit and Sign Up. Please feel free to 

contact me with any questions; tm4170399@aol.com, or phone # 925-989-3613.  

Thanks again for all you generous support! See you at the Rendezvous!  

Patrice Morrow, Volunteer Coordinator  
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The Building of  an Unconventional Convention  
2018 NW Bonsai Rendezvous  

Can you believe… the 2018 NW Bonsai Rendezvous is less than a week away! The follow-
ing is a recap of convention groundwork. The goals of the convention are threefold: 1) provide 
a location for the coming together of bonsai enthusiasts and sharing of information; 2) create a 
template that smaller clubs can use as guidelines for hosting a convention; and 3) have a lot of 
fun in the process!  

We actually started work on this convention a little late, compressing three to four years of 
work into just 2 ½ years. There have been many hurdles. The first was learning that convention 
hotels are no longer reasonably priced. Registration fees would need to be in excess of $300. 
Unheard of in PNBCA history! Okay, no convention hotel then … we decided to see how many 
other traditions we could challenge while creating an unforgettable and unconventional conven-
tion.  

Work began in earnest when we signed with the Milwaukie Center. We asked registrants to 
find their own lodging. We also made meals optional, although for the sake of convenience we 
are providing a couple of lunches and a barbeque dinner Saturday night. It’s been interesting - 
not one serious complaint about the lodging issue, and while meals were slow to sell, we have 
over a third of our registrants ordering lunch and just over half ordering the barbeque.  

Another divergence from tradition is the quality of bonsai material. A typical convention 
might have an average workshop price between $140 and $200. The twelve Rendezvous work-
shop prices average $409. Although I was worried, our workshops sold out months before the 
convention, proving the demand for good quality material. Perhaps it helps that most of our ma-
terial is native to the Pacific Northwest, and thus has a superior chance to thrive. Plus, using 
native material furthers the movement toward “American bonsai”.  

We also changed from the traditional hours. The Rendezvous starts at 1:00pm on Friday 
(instead of Friday morning) and ends at 5:00 Sunday evening (instead of noon). We have filled 
Sunday afternoon with the Rodeo, an assortment of 1½ hour workshops with smaller, good 
quality material. Designed for the beginner, these trees will also make great starter plants for the 
more experienced artist. The Rodeo also features a few full length (3 hours) workshops, includ-
ing one with Ryan Neil.  

We thought about following tradition by bringing in “new” artists. But wait… why do that 
when we have some of the best bonsai artists right here in our own Pacific Northwest? So we 
contacted some of the best names in professional bonsai artists and they all said Yes. To those 
we have added several of our local folks doing the Rodeo, and the Rendezvous becomes a truly 
Northwest event.  

The move to a community center has resulted in some additional hurdles. We now have to 
rely on BSOP members to fill some 200 volunteer positions. Added to “normal” convention 
jobs such as organizing the marketplace, managing the raffle and auction, putting on a world 
class bonsai exhibit and coordinating all the workshops, demos and critiques, the new style 
venue requires such things as the huge job of setting up and changing table layouts for the vari-
ous activities, setting out meals brought by the caterers, providing storage for registrant’s pur-
chases, and providing a place for people to get a cup of coffee and put up their feet.  
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Shop Online at DallasBonsai.com 

World’s Largest Selection of  Bonsai Supplies, Tools, and More 

 • Bonsai Tools • Plastic Pots & Trays 

 • Bonsai Soils • Tokoname & Ceramics 

 • Fertilizers • Bonsai Training Wire 

 • Chemicals • Complete Starter Kits 

 • Books • Bonsai Trees & Material 

I must say that our BSOP membership has risen to the challenge. Most people have signed 
up for more than one shift – some are devoting the entire weekend to the event. (Still a few op-
portunities available, though. See elsewhere in this newsletter.)  

I’m getting tired all over again, just thinking of all that has been accomplished over the past 
2½ years. I think we can be proud that BSOP has created a truly unconventional bonsai conven-
tion, one that will be talked about for years to come. Aren’t you excited? See you next week!  

Jan  

The trunk is a Rocky Moun-
tain Juniper grafted with 
itoigawa about 4 years ago. 
The tree is only about 6″ 
high, and itoigawa seemed 
like the right choice for the 
fineness of the foliage and 
the small tree size. From 
Michael Hagedorn at 
Crataegus.com.  
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Portland Bonsai Supply  
 

portlandbonsaisupply.com 
 

WIRE - TOOLS - SUPPLIES - FERTILIZER - SOILS - POTS  

New Expanded Tool Inventory  

 Black Carbon Steel starting at - $19ea Stainless Steel starting at $28ea  

Akadama / Kanuma 17lt  

New Order in Stock  

$34 ea  2/$65  
 

Owner—Steve Leaming stevenleaming@gmail.com  503-750-4552  
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PRE-BONSAI PLANTS · BONSAI TOOLS 

High-fired Pots ● Mica & Plastic Training Pots 

Wire ● Organic Fertilizers 

Mazama Pumice (1/16-3/8”) 

Diatomite Rock from Nevada, USA 

Superior Black Compost ● Red Cinder Rock (1/4-5/16”) 

Est. 1978  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dedicated to growing trees specifi-

cally for bonsai, combining the best of 

traditional Japanese techniques with 

the proven technology of the Oregon 

nursery industry.  

In the field: 

Japanese Black pine, Shimpaku 

 Scots Pine, Shore Pine, Mugo 

Trident & Japanese Maples 

Chinese Elms, Japanese Quince 

Ume, Crabapples, Korean Hornbeam 

And others. Come see the result of our 

nebari development process.  

Many varieties of satsuki whips 

Shimpaku from 1 gal to field-

grown 

Many varieties developed for shohin 

styling 

To contact us, please call or email 

Chris & Lisa Kirk ●   

(503) 881-1147 ●  

www.tfarms.com  

Website at www.telfarms.com 
Need supplies?   

Call ahead for delivery  

at BSOP meetings.  

 

From The Portfolio at Crataegus.com  
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The Bonsai Society of Portland meets on the fourth Tuesday of each month.  

The Milwaukie Center 
5440 SE Kellogg Creek Drive, Milwaukie OR 97222  

Enter parking lot from Rusk Road 
Visitors are always welcome! 

Board of Directors 
President: Lee Cheatle  VP-Programs: Lime Allen, Reid Parham 
VP-Membership: Jan Hettick  Treasurer: Patty Myrick  
Secretary: Laura Hudson  Past President: Jan Hettick  
Committee Chairs 
Ambassadors: Keith Wingfield  Photographer: Brian Lonstad  
Auctions:  Toni Martin   Raffle: Harold Yearout 
Audio/Visual: Lime Allen Social Media: Scott Tice  
Facilities Coordinator: Reid Parham Spring Show: Scott Elser 
Heritage: Steve Leaming, Brandon Myren Summer Picnic:  
Hospitality: Harold Yearout Vendor Coordinator: Reid Parham 
Library: Barbara Devitt, Karen VunKannon Volunteer Coordinator: Patrice Morrow 
Mentorship:  Lee Cheatle, Liz Hardy  Webmaster: Karl Holmes  
Newsletter: Peter Pelofske    

Contact information is on the BSOP website www.portlandbonsai.org.  

6707 SW Pine Street, Portland, OR  97223 


