
  

September 17 10am-2pm Mentorship 102 Milwaukie Center  

September 24 10am-2pm Mentorship 103 Milwaukie Center  

September 26 6 pm, program at 7, BSOP monthly meeting Milwaukie Center  

October 1 10am-2pm Mentorship 102 Milwaukie Center  

October 8 10am-2pm Mentorship 101A Milwaukie Center  

October 15 10am-2pm Mentorship 101B Milwaukie Center  

October 24 6 pm, program at 7, BSOP monthly meeting Milwaukie Center  

November 4-7 Bonsai Clubs Intl Convention 2017  Changhua & Taichung, Taiwan  

Upcoming Events 

Words From Your President  
Time Flies! Wow, the last 2 months just came and went. 

Unprecedented heat throughout the summer was our biggest challenge and I hope that you 

were able to keep your trees healthy. 

So here we are at the cusp of a whole new set of meetings and mentorship workshops. Lots 

to look forward to. Your best guide to what is going on is to just go to the BSOP website and 

tune in. Our team keeps www.PortlandBonsai.org up to date and fresh. 

Thanks mostly to two individuals, Jan Hettick and Karl Holmes, our Rendezvous website 

launched recently. If you have not looked at it you should. It is a work of art! You should view 

it for 3 reasons. 

1) So you can register and sign up for your favorite workshops; keep in mind we were 

thinking of you when we created the Rodeo workshops so get on board and fill them up. 

2) So you can get an idea of what you are going to volunteer for to help make this new con-

cept a fantastic success. 

3) So you can help your club market the Rendezvous.  

That brings us to my next subject. Our upcoming Fall show. This will take place on Oct 21. 

I have asked several times for someone to be the chairman for this and have not received any 

responses. Steve Leaming, has all the guidelines needed to do the show, I just need someone to  
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step up and lead it. Once that happens, the other volunteers will jump on board. Please don’t 

hope someone else will do it. Instead, contact me so I have several members volunteering to 

lead. 

As mentioned earlier, the mentorship season is back in full swing and Liz Hardy will have 

an article in this newsletter letting you know what is coming as well as sending out email 

flashes of what we are planning. George Biddle is, once again, leading the 101 series of mentor-

ship and Brandon Myren has jumped on board as well. Each month they will lead 101-A and 

101-B. You may be astounded to know, at this moment, we have over 40 members signed up 

for the 101 mentorship workshops. As always, our more experienced members are encouraged 

to lend a hand. 

Well that is it for now…Oh, did I mention that I am looking for a Fall show chairman? 

Thank you for your trust, Lee  

BSOP Program Autumn 2017 
For the month of September, we’ll continue with the Mirai Live program. Ryan will be cov-

ering work that aligns with the season, which can be applied in our own collections.  The Mirai 

Live program will continue through November and will have one last installment, after the De-

cember holiday party, at our January meeting.  

The summer break is over, so we will need some volunteers to help with set up and break-

down at this month’s meeting. The club could use at least five people to help with set up and as 

many hands as possible with breakdown.  Volunteers for set up please arrive between 5-6pm 

prior to the meeting. Many hands make for easy work, so come one and come all to help keep 

BSOP a vibrant fun club for all!    

If there are any questions/suggestions about programs or volunteering, please reach out via 

email or by phone. My contact information is below.  

Michael (Lime) Allen  

Michael’s Chojubai 
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DEMONSTRATION & MARKETPLACE 

AUCTIONS and RAFFLES 

OCTOBER 21st 9AM-5PM  

4TH ANNUAL BONSAI EXHIBIT 

MILWAUKIE CENTER 

5440 SE KELLOGG CREEK DR. 
MILWAUKIE, OR 

Admission: Adults $2,  
Families $5  www.portlandbonsai.org 
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Percolation problems? Dam it. 
So you’ve been diligently watering and fertilizing all season, but the water now just seems 

to run off the edge of the pot and into oblivion, leaving your root ball high and dry. You check 

the soil and it’s still dry under the surface and the water is not getting where it needs to go. 

Even though we are transitioning into fall, the trees are still consuming a lot of water. One of 

the main causes of this loss of percolation is the build up of unused fertilizer on the surface of 

the soil, along with weeds, old leaves, dead moss, etc… The soil is too compacted for the water 

to penetrate. There are a few ways to address the situation.  

First of all, if you have just repotted in the last year or two, the soil underneath is likely 

fresh and still granular. Just scrape off the crust, down to the good soil and replace with fresh 

soil if needed, and then top dress with shredded moss (half dried, clean sphagnum and half fresh 

green) to start re-growing a nice healthy carpet on the soil surface. That carpet of moss does 

many things and one of the most important is grabbing that fresh water from your hose and di-

recting it down into the root zone. Be sure to not go too deep in your cleaning efforts. It may be 

best to wait until you can repot in the spring to tackle the roots properly.  

Rope dam applied to sloped and compacted root ball.  
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If we have hard, compacted soil from a tree that has not been repotted in four or five or 

more years, we need a different strategy. It is likely that the loss of percolation is impacting the 

health of the tree. So we need to get that water in there to build up the health of the tree BE-

FORE a Spring repot we can address the roots and compacted soil. So how do we do that? 

Something that I am trying this year is to build a small dam around the edge of the pot with a 

length of rope. I just used some half-inch sisal rope I had on hand. I cut it to length and fastened 

it to the soil with staples made from bonsai wire. I really like the natural fibers best. Cotton or 

hemp might also work well.  

In my case, I was dealing with a very old mountain hemlock with steep sides to the root 

ball. The first time I repotted it I had to use a reciprocating saw to cut a slab of roots from the 

bottom just to get it back into the pot. It had been many years since the previous owner had 

done anything. In my last repotting, I shoehorned the tree into a new pot, so I did not have a 

safe opportunity to really tackle the issue properly. And so, my current dilemma. In this case, I 

made two rows of rope dam to slow down the water so that it would percolate into the root ball 

and the technique has worked marvelously. It also keeps the fertilizer from washing away.  

Another method, which I have not yet, tried myself, is to make a wall all the way around the 

outside of the rim of the pot with duct tape, or something similar. All we are trying to do is to 

redirect the water into the pot. Of course, this method is more drastic, and there will be some 

clean up later, but we do what is needed for the health of the tree. Give these methods a try.  

That’s the reason we try to leave a quarter to half-inch drop between the rim of the pot and 

soil level when we repot. Actually, since my first draft of this article, Ryan Neil has released a 

new video on Mirai Live about this very technique. He goes into great detail about the symp-

toms and signs of a flagging tree and how to address the situation.  

I wanted to fit in another seasonal subject here. Actually, it’s several things that are very 

interrelated, so pay attention. As you will see in my Hard Won Truths for this month, this is the 

best and most important time of year to fertilize. But why? The tree is now doing several things. 

It has shifted from foliar growth to vascular growth. That means that it is storing up energy for 

winter and beginning to build its defenses against the cold, packing nutrients into the cells. It’s 

also creating new cells and building vascular tissue, as well as next years buds. We want to sup-

ply as much nutrition as we can to the tree to help it build. All of the foliage has hardened off 

by now, so we don’t have to worry about long needles, large leaves, or long internodes.  

Unfortunately, this means that since the tree is putting on vascular tissue (growth rings) any 

wire we have on a tree may be cutting in. If it is starting to cut in now, it is really going to be 

dug in by the end of the season. I think that I may have more experience than anyone around at 

dealing with deeply cutting wire and ugly scars. Wire has stayed on many of my trees way too 

long and at times I have been forced to just cut them off. Branches fool you because they don’t 

all cut in the same amount, or in the same areas. The branch tips rarely cut in.  

Look for the areas where you made a sharp bend, or where you have had a lot of foliage 

growth, or where a branch forks from the trunk or another branch. Those are the areas where the 

tree adds tissue the quickest. Elongating species like fir, hemlock, and spruce are perhaps the 

worst since they have most of their strength in that vascular tissue and tend to really bulk up 

this time of year.  
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But all of this also means that this is the best time to wire. You can get that branch setting 

mass in just a few months, and any minor damage done by bending or applying wire can be re-

paired by the tree before winter. So if you take wire off, put it right back on, if needed, to maxi-

mize your efforts. If you remove the wire on conifers, before it starts cutting in a little, then you 

really haven’t gained much. Worse, if you don’t rewire it, the tree will add tissue in the position 

that you just tried to correct.  

So the trick is to be able to work your tree so that you only take off and replace what is 

needed and save yourself some work. If it has been several years, then it has likely out grown 

the length, if not also the strength, of the wire and it will have to be redone. So that is how my 

fall work is shaping up - lots of unwiring and rewiring. But, I am making more headway than in 

the past. Looking forward to seeing you all after the summer break.  

Scott Elser 

Mentorship Program Autumn 2017 
Welcome back to Mentorship season! I hope everyone had a great summer, and all your 

trees survived the heat!   

We now have more than 40 members who have signed up for Mentorship 101! That means 

we will again divide that group into 2 groups; 101A and 101B, which will be led by George 

Biddle and Brandon Myren. Assistants are always needed; 102 and 103 students qualify to help 

in the 101 classes in addition to the more seasoned members.  

The September 102 and 103 classes will be led by Lee. He will talk about what is safe to do 

with our trees in the next couple of months as well as what is not safe to do with our trees. 

Again, seasoned members are encouraged to come assist students with their trees.  

We have a saying, “Each time you work on your tree, you should be improving it.” Lee 

adds a bit more to that mantra, “…while asking yourself, what is it I am trying accomplish.”  

Schedule:  

102  meets  9/17/17  

103  meets  9/24/17  

102  meets  10/1/17  

101A  meets  10/8/17  

101B  meets  10/15/17  

102  meets  11/5/17  

101A  meets  11/12/17  

101B  meets  11/19/17  

No mentorships in December (Holiday party 12/10/17)  

All mentorships meet in the Oregon Grape Room at the Milwaukie Center from 10:00 to 

2:00. You should bring several trees to work on, wire, tools, and a sack lunch. Steve Leaming 

will be on hand with tools, wire, and pots for sale.  For 101 workshops, bring tools if you have 

them but we do have tools if you want them.  

Hope to see you at the upcoming Mentorships!  

Elisabeth (Liz) Hardy  
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BSOP Summer Picnic 

On August 12, club members enjoyed comfortable weather, great food and chatted with old 

friends and met new ones.   

Abundance of tasty picnic fare Catching up with friends 

Bonsai dessert A cold one for the chef 
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September Haiku 
Moon soon blocks the sun  

Darkness will last a moment  

Traffic. That was fun!  

Ron Yasenchak   

THE BONSAI CLUBS INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION 2017 
AND THE 14TH ASIA-PACIFIC BONSAI AND VIEWING STONE 

CONVENTION & EXHIBITION  

Explore the Beauty & Culture of Taiwan 
The Taiwan Bonsai Association invites you to the Bonsai Clubs Interna-
tional Convention 2017 and the 14th Asia-Pacific Bonsai and Viewing 

Stone Convention & Exhibition 
4 – 7 November 2017 

Changhua & Taichung, Taiwan 

From http://www.bcibonsai2017.com 

Bonsai raffle tree 

More raffle items 
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PRE-BONSAI PLANTS · BONSAI TOOLS 

High-fired Pots ● Mica & Plastic Training Pots 

Wire ● Organic Fertilizers 

Mazama Pumice (1/16-3/8”) 

Diatomite Rock from Nevada, USA 

Superior Black Compost ● Red Cinder Rock (1/4-5/16”) 

Est. 1978  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dedicated to growing trees specifi-

cally for bonsai, combining the best of 

traditional Japanese techniques with 

the proven technology of the Oregon 

nursery industry.  

In the field: 

Japanese Black pine, Shimpaku 

 Scots Pine, Shore Pine, Mugo 

Trident & Japanese Maples 

Chinese Elms, Japanese Quince 

Ume, Crabapples, Korean Hornbeam 

And others. Come see the result of our 

nebari development process.  

Many varieties of satsuki whips 

Shimpaku from 1 gal to field-grown 

Many varieties developed for shohin 

styling 

To contact us, please call or email 

Chris & Lisa Kirk ●   

(503) 881-1147 ●  

www.tfarms.com  

Website at www.telfarms.com 

Welcome to the Village  

Mentorship Program  
2017 meeting dates  

September 17 Mentorship  102 

September 24 Mentorship  103 

October 1 Mentorship  102 

October 8 Mentorship  101A 

October 15 Mentorship  101B 

November 5 Mentorship  102 

November 12 Mentorship  101A 

November 19 Mentorship  101B 

December No Mentorship  

Need supplies?   

Call ahead for delivery  

at BSOP meetings.  
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The Bonsai Society of Portland meets on the fourth Tuesday of each month.  

The Milwaukie Center 

5440 SE Kellogg Creek Drive, Milwaukie OR 97222  
Enter parking lot from Rusk Road 

Visitors are always welcome! 

Board of Directors 

President: Lee Cheatle  VP-Programs: Michael “Lime” Allen  

VP-Membership: Jan Hettick  Treasurer: John Thomas  

Secretary: Patty Myrick  Past President: Jan Hettick  

Committee Chairs 

Auctions:  Toni Martin   Databases: Jan Hettick   

Heritage: Steve Leaming, Brandon Myren Hospitality: Patty Myrick    

Library: Barbara Devitt  Mentorship 1A: George Biddle  

Mentorship 1B: Brandon Myren Mentorship: Lee Cheatle, Liz Hardy 

Newsletter: Peter Pelofske   Photographer: Brian Lonstad   

Raffle: Harold Yearout Social Media: Scott Tice   

Ambassadors: Keith Wingfield  Webmaster: Karl Holmes  

Contact information is on the BSOP website www.portlandbonsai.org.  

6707 SW Pine Street, Portland, OR  97223 


