
  

August 12 12-4pm BSOP Summer Picnic Milwaukie Center Covered Area  

November 4-7 Bonsai Clubs Intl Convention 2017  Changhua & Taichung, Taiwan  

Upcoming Events 

Words From Your President  
Apologies first to the 2 or 3 members that probably noticed…I left, for the first time, in 17 

years, early, from our general meeting. I was just feeling too puny so made my announcements 

and scurried home to bed. So if you needed me for anything I apologize and encourage you to 

contact me if need be. 

Second, I want to say thanks to all the volunteers who set up, maintained, took down and 

cleaned up last month. The volunteer base we have is a beautiful thing. 

We continue to receive requests from other clubs as to how we are achieving the successes 

we are so well known for. I send them a lot of information of what we do and how we do it but 

I emphasize the general memberships willingness to contribute as the main factor…that and the 

core group of volunteers, you know who you are, that never stop giving of themselves. Thanks 

to all parties involved! 

Speaking of volunteers…HELP! I have just nominated myself as the picnic chair-person 

due to no one else stepping up to chair. I am more than willing to relinquish it or to accept an 

accomplice or two; so please call me. 503-312-4921 if you can take the chair or assist me.  

Let’s start with the summer picnic as our first summer subject: It will be held at the Mil-

waukie Centers picnic area just west of the meeting hall. The date is Saturday, August 12. We 

will begin at 11am and conclude at 5pm. For more information, please see the Summer Picnic 

article elsewhere in this edition of the Tree Line. 

The next summer activity topic is Little Nash Crater black cinder sifting excursion. Last 

year’s trip was attended by more than 30 members…that’s a lot for a field trip. I am proposing 

Sunday July 30. Please see article elsewhere in this Tree Line. 

Last summer topic is field trips to Michael Hagedorn’s garden and also an Andrew Robson 

led trip to the Japanese Garden including the new bonsai display. I do not have the details on 

these 2 trips but be looking for email flashes in late July or early August. 

As always, thank you for your trust, Lee  

Summer 
2017 



2 

 

POT LUCK SUMMER PICNIC 
Saturday, August 12, 2017,  11:00 AM-5:00 PM 

MILWAUKIE CENTER PICNIC GROUNDS 
5440 SE Kellogg Creek Drive, Milwaukie (West of the Building) 

 

BSOP MEMBERS, GUESTS, CHILDREN, AND GRANDCHILDREN WELCOME 

PLEASE RSVP BEFORE 8/9: 
Online at portlandbonsai.org, under Member Services   

Or contact Lee Cheatle: leecheatle@msn.com 503-312-4921 

 

BURGERS AND DOGS PREPARED BY LEE CHEATLE 

(serving from 12:30 to about 3:00 pm) 

DRINKS AND EATING UTENSILS WILL BE PROVIDED 

(alcoholic beverages are not allowed in the park) 

SUGGESTED POT LUCK DISHES BASED ON YOUR LAST NAME: 

A-D  SALADS 
E-H  SIDE DISHES 
I-L  CHIPS AND DIPS 
M-P  DESSERTS 
Q-Z  ANY OF THE ABOVE 

ACTIVITIES: 
• RAFFLE FOR A FULLY STYLED BONSAI, TICKETS $5 EACH 

(NO MORE THAN 4 TICKETS sold per attendee to increase your odds) 

• More raffle items at a $1 per ticket! (no limit) 

• Bring Your Trees to display or chat about 

• Having Fun is Mandatory!!! 

• Seriousness Not Allowed!  
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Lava Lava Lava … Cinder Time 
Sunday, July 30, 2017, 8am Fred Meyer, Tualatin 

Time to head to the pass and sift cinder. We will hopefully be mining black, but red is avail-

able as well. Mentorship group attendees and anyone else, are invited to participate in a one-day 

cinder sifting outing near Santiam Pass.  

Bring your own sifters or use the great and powerful cinder sifting sensation machine that 

we will be toting up to Little Nash Crater. We also will have a second multi-screen sifter and 

possibly other large sifting devices.  

We will be carpooling and will meet at 8am at the Tualatin Fred Meyer east end parking lot; 

exit at the Nyberg ramp off of 217 and turn right and get immediately to the inside left turn 

lane, it comes up fast. Turn left into the Freddies parking lot. We meet just adjacent to/west of, 

the Key-making kiosk. Lots of overflow parking. We will be leaving the lot at 8:30am. 

We will then make sure all know where we are going. It is a 2.5 hour drive to the crater. 

Please fill your gas tanks before arriving at the rendezvous. 

Lee will bring the sifters and permit and will be the leader but you are more than welcome 

to head up on your own. Directions will be sent prior to the event and Lee will have hard copies 

to hand out at Freddies. 

No hiking needed as we drive right up to where we sift. Last year, every vehicle made it up 

the hill easily. We can ferry people up if needed.  

What should you bring: 

Attitude: A friendly disposition and willingness to sift yourself silly. 

Containers: and more containers to hold the cinder you sift. Buckets are popular but my last 

sifting sojourn I used 12” cube size cardboard boxes that worked great. Keep in mind you may 

want to take home several sizes of cinder. If you are going to self-sift, bring containers to sift 

into. I recommend team sifting; you’ll see why, team sifting leaves others in the dust; ha ha. 

Clothing: I am an optimist so I am planning on no rain. So rain or no rain, bring whatever 

protective gear you need. The crater is totally exposed to the elements, keep that in mind. Hats 

and sunglasses recommended. If we are lucky, it will be overcast with no rain: best time to sift 

cinder. I myself cover all contingencies. 

Protection: It will be dusty. If it is warm and has not rained in a day or two, you may want 

to bring a dust mask or kerchief. Tennies are fine. FIRST-AID; have not had a need but bring 

what you usually do on excursions…..creamy sun protection perhaps. 

Food and Beverage: stay hydrated; we will be on the crater for about 2 to 4 hours. Altitude 

is 5k+ so bring what you need to eat and drink. They have yet to open a store on the crater. 

Shovels: I use both a flat shovel and a spade shovel. Bring what you will. 

Sideshow: When we are done sifting, I will go past Sahalee falls to my favorite lava stone 

quarry. Joiners are more than welcome. It is appx. 15 minutes from where we collect the cinder. 

For more information call or email Sensational Cinder Sifting Guru Lee Cheatle 503-312-

4921 lcheatle@bensonhotel.com 

Your Friendly Mentorship Man, Lee 
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Mentorship Program  
2017 meeting dates  

June 4 Mentorship  102 

June 11 Mentorship 103 

July & August  No Mentorship  

September 17 Mentorship  102 

September 24 Mentorship  103 

October 1 Mentorship  102 

October 8 Mentorship  101A 

October 15 Mentorship  101B 

November 5 Mentorship  102 

November 12 Mentorship  101A 

November 19 Mentorship  101B 

December No Mentorship  

Yamadori Olea sylvestris (Olive) 
bonsai from Spain, styled by 
Harry Harrington  
From http://bonsai4me.com 
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Water Wise  
It seems like water has been a subject that I at least touch on every few months in these arti-

cles and it is about time to revisit the matter once again. Why cover it so often? Mostly because 

we are all on this journey together, constantly learning and upgrading our skills and technique.  

For many of us, getting our first cell phone was the un-tethering of our lives (Now we are 

glued to it). We were able to call in grocery lists, or make that flat tire call. Then all of a sud-

den, we could take pictures and send a text message. I actually purchased my first iPhone so 

that I could more easily send texts. That phone served me well beyond it’s like expectancy. It 

was a 3gs. That tells you something about me. I am not usually a first adopter to technology. I 

mean, it took three generations for me to jump on board. I upgrade only when it serves my 

needs or the darn thing wears out. But the time came, and I upgraded to an iPhone 7. Yep. Four 

generations there. Then within a day I thought it was the most marvelous piece of technology 

that I had ever touched. Everything worked the way that I thought it should, intuitively. I could 

do the things I needed to much easier. But enough about the iPhone. Now about watering. It’s 

time for another upgrade. 

I changed my watering practices a bit this year and the results are stunning. My trees are 

growing better and stronger than ever. That is partly due to a better fertilizing regimen, but also 

due to better watering practices. Of course, you have to throw the rest of the bonsai skills in 

there – repotting being the major one – doing it properly. Then there is pruning – the right 

amount at the right time, pinching, etc…  

But it all comes down to watering. What is the difference this year? In a phrase, it’s not 

overwatering. Now that has been really tough, having gone through the wettest winters on re-

cord. But I can’t control that in my situation. Unless you have a covered area, you can’t either. 

But all the trees survived that better than expected. The key this year has been to check water a 

couple of times a day – not an easy feat for those of you who commute to work. I commute 

about twenty feet down the hall, so I can check water when needed. I usually like to check 

twice a day, once about 10-11 am and again in the afternoon. Sometimes I do it three times a 

day, which would be better. Above 90 degrees and I am definitely checking three times. 

But all that is the same as I have been doing for five years. What is different is not watering 

everything, all the time. I now pay much more attention to each plant and how it is using water 

from day to day. I have some Magnolias in full sun and they are barely using one full watering 

a day. So sometimes, I skip two waterings on them and wait until they have used up what they 

have.  

On the other hand, I have a Rocky Mountain Juniper that sucks water like there is no tomor-

row. Nick Lenz in his book about native trees for bonsai said that he gives his RMJs just a whiff 

of water at a time. Why then is my tree sucking the pot dry? Water and oxygen balance. My  
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Rocky has doubled its foliage mass this year. That’s no mean feat for an RMJ. It is obviously 

cranking on all cylinders. But I still wait for the top of the soil to dry a bit before I water it 

again. The point is to give the tree all the water it needs, but no more.  

I used to water everything the same and somewhat control the water by the particle size of 

the soil – fine particles for shohin, coarse particles for pines, especially five needled pines. But 

that led to some trees being overwatered, or not enough. So now I drench each tree that I am 

actually watering, to make sure I get plenty of water into the shin, the soul of the tree, right un-

der the trunk. Or I don’t water at all. The danger I used to have was applying just a light coat of 

water. When I thought the tree was wet on top, it was really dry inside the pot. Those now dry 

roots die, then rot because they can’t uptake water anymore and are drowning in it. So once the 

cycle is started, it takes diligent effort to correct. 

I have been able to significantly improve the health of several trees this year that were flag-

ging by limiting the amount of water they receive. Just paying closer attention and being patient 

for them to grow on their own terms. I have to figure in several factors. 

1. Overall health of the tree. How well and how rapidly is it growing. 

2. Size of the container relative to the size of the foliage. Depth plays an important part here. 

3. Species of the tree. I am watering single-flush long needle pines – which are all alpine spe-

cies, like Ponderosa, Limber, and Lodgepole only once a day. My azaleas and maples are 

never allowed to dry out. 

4. Daily weather – hot and windy, or wet and cool? 

5. Position in the garden. I have trees that get morning sun and afternoon shade, and the oppo-

site. What condition is it moving into? 

6. When can I water again? It has to do well until I can get back to it. Better to give a healthy 

tree extra water than let it dry out. 

Now that we are entering into the summer in earnest, many trees are hardening off, forming 

a cuticle on the leaves that limit moisture loss. Some are even going dormant. They are not rap-

idly expanding, so even though the temperatures are going up, the amount of water is going 

down. I have really noticed this in the last week or two on some trees. More or less, conifers.  

On other trees, especially ones that were heavily pruned in late spring and are now in their 

second flush of growth, are showing no signs of slowing and require even more water to keep 

them from burning. As a hint, I moved some deciduous trees that were growing slowly into a 

bit of shade and they are really taking off. That means that they are using more water in the 

shade than they were when in full sun. Go figure. 

Am I taking any more time to water than before? Not really. My collection takes only about 

15-20 minutes each session. I learn to evaluate the water conditions quickly and move on. I 

know my trees, and what to look for in each one. I get to spend a little time with them everyday. 

Last thing. Be sure to have a few bonsai buddies on tap for watering when you leave for more 

than a day. Help each other out. See you in September.  

Scott Elser 
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July Haiku 
Sunbeams drift somehow 

Till they catch the lowest limb 

You can see them now 

Ron Yasenchak   

 Choose a Front 

Let’s help Ron Yasenchak chose a front for 

his recently acquired Shore pine.  Email him 
with your choice at bybeach@centurytel.net. 

Choose A or B.  

A B 

THE BONSAI CLUBS INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION 2017 
AND THE 14TH ASIA-PACIFIC BONSAI AND VIEWING STONE 

CONVENTION & EXHIBITION  

Explore the Beauty & Culture of Taiwan 
The Taiwan Bonsai Association invites you to the Bonsai Clubs Interna-
tional Convention 2017 and the 14th Asia-Pacific Bonsai and Viewing 

Stone Convention & Exhibition 
4 – 7 November 2017 

Changhua & Taichung, Taiwan 

From http://www.bcibonsai2017.com 
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Kusamono Workshop report 
During the last weekend of June, 16 intrepid souls braved the heat to take part 

in a Kusamono workshop taught by Young Choe, of Maryland. On a normal day, 

Young is the seed bank manager at the National Arboretum, but during those hot 

days, she revealed her passion for Kusamono.  

I hate to classify Kusamono, other than it translates to “Wild Thing”, or some-

thing like that, but it’s so much more. Plantings can be of a single species, or of 

many, many species (some with seven or eight in those tiny pots). Some are cre-

ated to be displayed as accents to bonsai, and some are meant to stand on their 

own. Whatever the case, we all had fun creating several plantings each. 

The workshops were held on the Sunday afternoon of the 100 degree day, with 

fans blowing and sweat flowing, and the following Monday morning, on a much 

cooler day. Workshops were with eight folks each and we started each session 

with a power point presentation by Young on different aspects of Kusamono.  

After that, Young did a demo creating several plantings with materials that 

folks brought with them. Young demonstrated how to make soil for planting and 

how to break apart and reassemble plants in a pleasing manner.  

To augment our own collection of pots and plants, many hundreds of individ-

ual plants were supplied for sale by Alan Taft, as well a selection of native plants 

offered by BSOP. We also had pots available by Vicki Chamberlain and Jan Ren-

tanaar. Many participants brought plants to share for free, which we quickly gob-

bled up. 

Each person was able to create several Kusamono for themselves in the time 

remaining. So thorough was the infection that my wife is still creating new ones, 

even now. We were then able to share our creations the next evening at the regular 

BSOP meeting for June. I hope that you got to enjoy them – they were quite a hit.  

Below is a selection of some of the creations. I am trying to give as much info 

as I can for each images. Too many plants know them all. My apologies to the 

Sunday group – we didn’t get many pictures.  

Special thanks to Brian Lonstad who took all but the Sunday photo, and Gerri 

Chanler for hosting Young for a night. And we never could have carried off the 

event without the stellar dedication of Alan Taft. 

Scott Elser 
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Gerri Chanler – Max Braverman 
pot, Yellow-eyed grass, Dwarf 
Heuchera  

Demo created by Young Choe, Scott Elser pot, all 
natives; Salal, Tiarella, Dwarf Strawberry. 

Jan Hettick with Wild Rose in a Jim 
Gremel pot 

Lisa Elser – Vicki Chamberlain pot 
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Two Kusamono displays at the June meeting  

Monday morning crew 
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Brian Lonstad – Horsetail Patty Myrick 

Sunday Crew, the smiles didn’t melt in the heat 
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Paul Krasner – Jan Rentanaar pot 

Alan Taft – Mukdenia, a Japanese staple 
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PRE-BONSAI PLANTS · BONSAI TOOLS 

High-fired Pots ● Mica & Plastic Training Pots 

Wire ● Organic Fertilizers 

Mazama Pumice (1/16-3/8”) 

Diatomite Rock from Nevada, USA 

Superior Black Compost ● Red Cinder Rock (1/4-5/16”) 

Est. 1978  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dedicated to growing trees specifi-

cally for bonsai, combining the best of 

traditional Japanese techniques with 

the proven technology of the Oregon 

nursery industry.  

In the field: 

Japanese Black pine, Shimpaku 

 Scots Pine, Shore Pine, Mugo 

Trident & Japanese Maples 

Chinese Elms, Japanese Quince 

Ume, Crabapples, Korean Hornbeam 

And others. Come see the result of our 

nebari development process.  

Many varieties of satsuki whips 

Shimpaku from 1 gal to field-grown 

Many varieties developed for shohin 

styling 

To contact us, please call or email 

Chris & Lisa Kirk ●   

(503) 881-1147 ●  

www.tfarms.com  

Website at www.telfarms.com 

Welcome to the Village  

Need supplies?   

Call ahead for delivery  

at BSOP meetings.  

 

Pyracantha/Firethorn bonsai, styled by Harry Har-
rington  From http://bonsai4me.com 
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The Bonsai Society of Portland meets on the fourth Tuesday of each month.  

The Milwaukie Center 

5440 SE Kellogg Creek Drive, Milwaukie OR 97222  
Enter parking lot from Rusk Road 

Visitors are always welcome! 

Board of Directors 

President: Lee Cheatle  VP-Programs: Michael “Lime” Allen  

VP-Membership: Jan Hettick  Treasurer: John Thomas  

Secretary: Patty Myrick  Past President: Jan Hettick  

Committee Chairs 

Auctions:  Toni Martin   Databases: Jan Hettick   

Heritage: Steve Leaming, Brandon Myren Hospitality: Patty Myrick    

Library: Barbara Devitt  Mentorship 101A: George Biddle  

Mentorship 101B: Brandon Myren Mentorship: Lee Cheatle, Liz Hardy 

Newsletter: Peter Pelofske   Photographer: Brian Lonstad   

Raffle: Harold Yearout Social Media: Scott Tice   

Ambassadors: Keith Wingfield  Webmaster: Karl Holmes  

Contact information is on the BSOP website www.portlandbonsai.org.  

6707 SW Pine Street, Portland, OR  97223 


