
  

June 27 6 pm, program at 7, BSOP monthly meeting Milwaukie Center  

July 16 8am Meet bus for Pacific Bonsai Museum “Natives” Tour see page 4 
August 12 12-4pm BSOP Summer Picnic Milwaukie Center Covered Area  
November 4-7 Bonsai Clubs Intl Convention 2017  Changhua & Taichung, Taiwan  

Upcoming Events 

Words From Your President  
Hell-o, my name is Lee and I am a bonsai addict…seems at times that is what we should 

share at each meeting we attend. I have stated, many times, that we do not own bonsai, or dogs 
or cats for that matter, they own us. We take care of their needs and we get to enjoy their com-
pany. Now I am realizing that, that is exactly what we do as experienced artists, we take care of 
the newer artist needs and so goes the circle of life. It’s a beautiful thing; don’t you think? 

On to other topics: over the past 17 years that I have been a BSOP member, I have known a 
lot of people to ponder the reason that we do not have general meetings in July and August. 
There is a lot of subjects to teach and willing participants. Some feel it might be the heat, some 
that a lot of species just need to grow in the summer, some feel it is attributed to that a lot of 
families take vacation. 

Bunk, bunk I say. I have figured it out. It is that we all need a bit of a vacation from TTT 
syndrome; tiny tree tension. I know that I made the decision this year to not only not have men-
torship for 2 months but to free up my calendar, for the most part, to not doing instruction for 
those 2 months….we’ll see. 

What will we be doing then in July and August? Here are some thoughts and plans on the 
burner: of course, the Summer picnic. We will do an August black cinder sift trip for sure. An-
drew Robson, apprentice to Michael Hagedorn, is working with Michael, on one or more visits 
to Crataegus Nursery, a trip not to be missed. There may be others so be watching your email 
for our email flashes. 

I hope you all have a great summer and as for me…I am happily heading out to the back-
yard to receive another injection for my bonsai addiction. 

As always, thank you for your trust, Lee  

June 

2017 
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Mentorship July and August 
There will be no mentorship classes during the months of July and August. However, there 

will be Summer activities announced through email. These include field trips one of which is a 
visit to Michael Hagedorn’s garden; another is a black lave cinder collecting trip. Trips to the 
Japanese Garden are also a possibility.  

 Liz  

BSOP Programming for June 
For the last meeting before our summer break, BSOP will have the fourth installment of 

Mirai Fundamentals course. Last month’s “Growth Perpetuation” video is uploaded for your 
viewing and learning pleasure.  

I was hoping to have a ceramics workshop with Viki Chamberlain, but we are going to need 
to put this on hold. Our hopes and prayers are with her for a speedy recovery from an accident.  

We need a few more people to help commit to helping set up and breakdown at our monthly 
meeting, but overall we are doing well. Please remember the Milwaukie Center needs the rooms 
reset before 9:30 pm.  

BSOP is trying a new audio setup to enhance the experience and to improve your ability to 
learn; if you have any concerns or comments please bring them to me, Michael “Lime” Allen.  

Moving forward we will split the raffle money between the mentorship and library funds, 
instead of switching where the funds are allocated each month.  

We are about to head into our summer break, but I would like to suggest that you buddy up 
with some people and continue your learning over the summer. I have found that a few bonsai 
buddies can be great for growth and encouragement. There is a lot of work that can be done this 
summer, from styling to continuing pruning. Stay tuned to Mirai’s web page, because they will 
be launching a new section of the page that will have a great number of resources to help for-
ward our bonsai adventure.      

Michael “Lime” Allen , VP-Programs, 586-879-9526 Lime1299@gmail.com   

Ryan Neil’s June Topic 
Our fourth installment, in a series of seven topics, will be Post Growth Mainte-

nance. Everything we have learned to date has been what we do before and during the initial 
push of new growth.    

Ryan will cover what we need to do to our bonsai at this time, after their initial and subse-
quent growth phases.  

Our meeting starts at 6pm and the announcements will start at 6:45pm. Ryan’s program will 
start at 7pm.   

Lee  
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Mentorship Program  
2017 meeting dates  

July & August  No Mentorship  

September 17 Mentorship  102 

September 24 Mentorship  103 

October 1 Mentorship  102 

October 8 Mentorship  101A 

October 15 Mentorship  101B 

November 5 Mentorship  102 

November 12 Mentorship  101A 

November 19 Mentorship  101B 

December No Mentorship  

Mentorship 
Moments of Inspiration 

For those that were lucky enough to be at our Mentorship 102 workshop on Sunday June 
4th, you need not read any further…unless you want to relive the joy. 

Andrew Robson, Michael Hagedorn’s apprentice, was our guest artist and led the 102 work-
shop. Most the time when we have a guest artist, I sit back and listen to what is said and most of 
the time I have no need to take notes. BUT this time I took a full 2 pages of notes. 

Andrew’s instruction on pines was very informative. Just when one thinks they have all the 
needed pieces of the puzzle, the puzzle board expands a bit more. Andrew, with his steady and 
calm demeanor, took us through not only the how but the why. This is what Ryan and Michael 
have been doing too. Giving us the horticultural reason why we should be doing what we have 
been doing. Before someone explained the physiology, we were flying blind. 

I don’t know about you but when I am given the reason why and it is explained in a horti-
cultural manner, I absorb more and retain the information much better. Then it becomes easier 
to confidently pay the information forward.  

Andrew took the time to answer every question and quite often, the same inquiry, multiple 
times…and that is okay, we all absorb information in different ways. It is inspiring to know that 
Andrew is so openly willing to share what he is learning at Crataegus Nursery. I am also very 
proud to say that Andrew is the first apprentice to not only take the time to join our little club 
but to also attend every meeting, to join in with set-up, take down and to attend/assist with our 
mentorship program. 

When you next see Andrew, please take the time to thank him for his generosity. 

Thanks for your trust, Lee 

June Haiku 
Satsuki bloom late May  

An explosion of color.  

Makes you want to stay.  

Ron Yasenchak   
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Lace Bug Problem/Resolution 
Members, I recently received an article from Joanne Raition regarding azalea lace bugs, of-

ten called lace wing. I have seen them also on boxwoods. The signature they leave is, tiny dap-
pled spots on leaves. If you have wondered what that is, now you know. When I first saw it, I 
thought it was disease related and not pest related. 

For more information, read the article below and go to the website in the article. Lee 

Azalea lace bug nymphs have emerged! We have arrived at a key timing for man-
agement of this impactful pest. For those seeking to use biorational insecticides (such 
as insecticidal soap, oils, and azadirachtin) that have limited or no residual effect, ap-
plications now are critical to reduce damage. Good contact is necessary. We have also 
seen a significant effect of water applied at higher pressure to physically remove the 
nymphs from rhododendron leaves before the development of winged adults. We still 
have varieties in flower so remember to use pollinator-friendly tactics when treating 
those plants. For more information and images of azalea lace bug and its damage, 

check the link. Robin 

Addendum: please note, repeated application, 4 weeks apart, throughout the grow-
ing season, eventually resolves the problem as you are hopefully killing the pest before 
they are able to lay eggs that create a new generation of pests to deal with.  

http://oregonstate.edu/dept/nurspest/azalea_lace_bug.htm  

Pacific Bonsai Museum “Natives” Tour 
You’ve all heard about how wonderful the Natives exhibit is at the Pacific Bonsai Museum 

this summer. They say it’s a “must see”! I’ve been looking into what would be required to take 
a group trip via bus. I was able to find a 20-passenger mini-bus that would charge $60 per per-
son, for a minimum of ten people. The price includes driver gratuity. 

PBM charges $5 per person for a guided tour of the exhibit. However, they give a FREE 
tour on Sundays at 1:00pm. So, let’s aim for Sunday, July 16, 2017. We would need to leave 
Portland about 8:00am, and expect to arrive around 11:00-11:30am, just in time for a quick pre-
view of the exhibit and then lunch. The Museum says they will make room for us to eat lunch in 
their tent. If we get boxed lunches it might add another $15 to the cost (anybody have a contact 
for boxed lunches?), or we can brown-bag it and keep the cost down. The tour appears to take 
about 30 minutes, so if we allow another hour for re-viewing and study, and maybe a quick stop 
next door at the Rhododendron garden and gift shop, we would be ready to start home by 
around 2:30-3:00pm to arrive back in Portland around 5:30-6:00pm. Length of time we stay 
would be flexible if we want to stay longer. 

If you are interested in joining us for a bus trip with friends, please let me know right away. 
If enough people sign up I can get the bus reserved and let PBM know we’re coming. Let me 
know, too, if you’d be interested in a boxed lunch.  

Jan  
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Azalea Pests and Diseases 
I have been wanting to get back to talking about pests and diseases for quite awhile – since 

the first couple of articles last year. Mostly because I was only able to hit on a few highlights 
the first go around. We introduced some of the broad issues and a short list of the chemical so-
lutions to fight them. But going forward, I would like to addresses pests and diseases more spe-
cifically and hopefully give you the tools to both identify and treat them on your trees. As my 
own challenges with these problems occur, I have been trying to keep a photographic record so 
that I could share them as the need arises. While documenting such an outbreak of leaf gall on 
my azaleas, it occurred to me that I had a nice little package on azaleas, with some good treat-
ment strategies, so here goes. Be forewarned, I only have one azalea bonsai in my collection – a 
Kozan variety Satsuki which is blooming right now. But I just counted and I have 38 azaleas, 
plus about a dozen rhododendrons in the landscape around our house. Most are very old and 
mature, and nearly all are summer blooming, putting them in a class with the Satsuki breed that 
we usually see as bonsai. It has provided a great learning ground, and may also help you with 
your landscape plants as well as your bonsai.  

Azalea Leaf  Gall  
This is a very unsightly disease and the cause of my latest round of spraying. I first saw this 

disease on a bonsai many years ago. It causes the leaves to thicken like a jade leaf and then dis-
tort into grotesque forms. It first starts out a light lime green. They usually occur randomly 
across a plant. The easiest solution is to just prune them out and that may be all that is actually 
needed to control it. The galls won’t kill the plant, but they will weaken the branch. But they 
just plain look bad. If you don’t get them pruned, they will turn white and fuzzy as they start to 
fruit and give off spores. You can see both stages in the photos, but don’t let them get that far. I 
discovered a relative epidemic once I started trimming the bushes around the house and found 
them thriving just under the new green leaves. They start to appear at, or just after flowering. 
Once they are removed, you can spray with the fungicides propiconazole (Bannermax, Ferti-
lome Liquid Systemic) or chlorothalonil (Daconil) to prevent future outbreaks. I am just trying 
this spray treatment now, so I cannot verify the effectiveness yet.   

Azalea 
leaf 
galls 
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Lacebug  
Grrrhhhh. I hate these guys. My wife was at Portland Nursery last week and they had a sign 

up that basically said, give up on azaleas and don’t plant them, all because of these guys. They 
are really becoming a nuisance the last few years in Portland. The nursery also said there are 
some resistant varieties out there. But as I said, I have about fifty mature plants to protect and 
they are my favorite landscape plants, pretty much ever, short of a Japanese maple. So they are 
here to stay and I am digging in. I am including photos of these buggers in three different 
stages. You can find better photos on the internet if you like. I am sharing these just to let you 
know the threat is real and can be dealt with, and that you may have to recognize them in differ-
ent forms. The first signs are the stippled leaves. This may remind you of spider mites, but if 
you turn the leaf over, you may see adult or juvenile lace bugs running around. And they do 
have legs! I put this one guy on my barbecue and it was hard to keep up with him. Note also the 
black dots of fecal excrement. The lack of webs also tells you that it is not spider mites. I have 
also included a photo of spent lacebug carcasses to further indentify their presence.  

The short solution is to use a product with Imidacloprid in it and they go away. This is a 
systemic treatment and affects most bugs that want to suck on leaves. The problem being that if 
not used properly, it may affect good insects like bees. I really don’t want to enter into that dis-
cussion and don’t have strong enough information to properly guide you. I am just making you 
aware of what you are dealing with, both from a diagnostic and treatment point of view. There 
are also other direct contact sprays that you can use. The challenge will be getting the spray to 
them. I suggest a tank sprayer that you can get a high pressure on and stick the nozzle up under 
the branches so that you get all the undersides of the leaves. These guys should be fairly easy to 
kill, similar to aphids.   

Juve-
nile 
lace-
bug  

Lace-
bug 
car-

casses  

Lace-
bug   

Lace-
bug 

dam-
age 
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Azalea Bark Scales  
You may have never heard of these critters, and I hope that you never do. But, I have had to 
deal with them at both my old and new house, on azaleas and also Andromeda. These guys look 
like wooly aphids, or a wooly scale. They like to hang out in the crotches of branches or in the 
grooves of bark where they get more protection. Most sucking insects feed on the sap in the 
leaves, which is traveling up from the roots, through the xylem and out to the leaves. These 
bark scales suck on the sap that is flowing down through the phloem. That means that they are 
resistant to most systemic treatments like imidacloprid, which only works on the sap flowing 
up. Very few systemics are able to work both directions, but there are some that do, and of 
course are expensive and elusive. What is so insidious about these guys is that they hide out un-
der the canopy, out of sight, where they go unobserved until permanent damage occurs. They 
tend to colonize on single branches of a plant, sucking it dry until you see it start to slowly fade 
and then eventually die. Pruning back the leaves reveals many tiny cottony tufts along the stems 
of the plant. But take heart, there is an effective solution. It’s work, but it can be done. Immedi-
ately prune out the infected branch. Pretty much it’s toast down to the roots. That means that 
you will have to grow a new branch to fill in, but in the landscape this is not a problem, just a 
patience issue. On bonsai, if you are paying attention, it should never get this far. But once you 
have pruned out the dead branches, it opens the tree up to spraying. Since the purpose of the 
cottony white shell is to protect the bug once it is stationary, the only time you can effectively 
treat them is in the spring – April-May, while they are out crawling around to a new home and 
have not yet developed their shell. I leave it to you to select your favorite poison. Some have 
suggested using a spray oil to suffocate the bugs in other seasons, but I have not tried this. I 
have had full recovery of plants using this method though, and am in the process of treating a 
few plants at our new home.  

That’s it for azaleas. Scott Elser 

Azalea Kozan Azalea bark scale 
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Kusamono Workshop with Young Choe, 
June 25th & 26th  

BSOP will be hosting our first ever Kusamono workshop this month with artist 
Young Choe, of Maryland. Kusamono is a common name for accent plantings that we 
use alongside our bonsai in formal displays, and larger versions can be displayed on 
their own. You may have seen Young demonstrating on Ryan Neil’s live broadcast 
awhile back. She’s the only artist that we know of that has studied this art exclusively in 

Japan and the only one teaching internationally.  

In order to learn this art, Young first learned Japanese, then traveled to Japan to 
study with master Keiko Yamane. During each workshop, Young will give a half hour 
lecture focusing on the use of native plants, and then give us a demonstration on both 
potted and moss ball (pot less) plantings. After that, we will be let loose to make our 
own - probably two-three each. This is a bring your own material workshop, however, 
we will have pots from Jan Rentenaar and Vicki Chamberlain for sale, as well as various 
plants from BSOP master propagator Alan Taft, and BSOP supplied selection of native 

material. Plus, there are all those plants that we can bring, share and swap.  

Class size is limited to eight spots each, and there are a few spots left for both work-
shops. Sunday afternoon, June 25th, 2-5 pm and Monday morning, June 26th, 9-12. To 
sign up and pay, just go to the BSOP website and click on the link and it will take you 
through the process. If you have any questions, just contact Scott Elser 

at  bonsaielser@gmail.com.   

Scott Elser 

Accent plants from the garden of  
Michael Hagedorn  
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BONSAI ON THE OREGON COAST 
Becky and I moved to Lincoln City in the fall of 2009. Of course my best Bonsai came with 

me. My collection consisted of Japanese maples, mountain hemlocks, black pines, redwoods 
and satsuki azaleas. After about a year I realized all my bonsai seemed to be suffering. Over the 
course of the next few years, all were in decline. First to go were the maples. Next, the moun-
tain hemlocks. And then of all things, the redwoods died. 

What I failed to do was protect them from the rain and wind here at the coast. The soil mix I 
had been using in Sherwood was not working. It retained too much moisture. I took the trees 
that were left, removed them from their containers, planted them in a raised bed and hoped for 
the best. 

Happily, most survived. In spring of 2016, I decided to repot them. I used lots of gravel for 
drainage and tried Black Gold Cactus mix and a little Kanuma I had from before. I planted both 
the azaleas and black pines in the same mix. I also moved them under shelter from the rain and 
wind. Now as you can see, they are much happier. I still had some empty pots. Always the opti-
mist, I bought two Shore pine at last year’s rendezvous in Olympia. Shore pine certainly will 
thrive at the coast. One was the one we asked which front looked best in last month’s newslet-
ter. Front B won, five to two. Thanks for your responses. I may ask again to choose the best 
front for the other one. 

Life at the beach is great. If you come to the coast, stop by and see my new collection of old 
Bonsai.  

Ron Yasenchak 
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PRE-BONSAI PLANTS · BONSAI TOOLS 

High-fired Pots ● Mica & Plastic Training Pots 

Wire ● Organic Fertilizers 

Mazama Pumice (1/16-3/8”) 

Diatomite Rock from Nevada, USA 

Superior Black Compost ● Red Cinder Rock (1/4-5/16”) 

Est. 1978  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dedicated to growing trees specifi-

cally for bonsai, combining the best of 

traditional Japanese techniques with 

the proven technology of the Oregon 

nursery industry.  

In the field: 

Japanese Black pine, Shimpaku 

 Scots Pine, Shore Pine, Mugo 

Trident & Japanese Maples 

Chinese Elms, Japanese Quince 

Ume, Crabapples, Korean Hornbeam 

And others. Come see the result of our 

nebari development process.  

Many varieties of satsuki whips 

Shimpaku from 1 gal to field-grown 

Many varieties developed for shohin 

styling 

To contact us, please call or email 

Chris & Lisa Kirk ●   

(503) 881-1147 ●  

www.tfarms.com  

Website at www.telfarms.com 

Welcome to the Village  

Need supplies?   

Call ahead for delivery  

at BSOP meetings.  

 

Trillium chloropetalum, blooming early April 

2017, in memory of BSOP member Scott 

Ginther who passed away in 2007.   
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The Bonsai Society of Portland meets on the fourth Tuesday of each month.  

The Milwaukie Center 

5440 SE Kellogg Creek Drive, Milwaukie OR 97222  
Enter parking lot from Rusk Road 

Visitors are always welcome! 
Board of Directors 

President: Lee Cheatle  VP-Programs: Michael “Lime” Allen  
VP-Membership: Jan Hettick  Treasurer: John Thomas  
Secretary: Patty Myrick  Past President: Jan Hettick  
Committee Chairs 

Ambassadors: Keith Wingfield  Auctions:  Toni Martin    
Databases: Jan Hettick   Heritage: Steve Leaming, Brandon Myren 
Hospitality: Patty Myrick    Library: Barbara Devitt   
Meeting Setup: Reid Parham  Mentorship 101A: George Biddle   
Mentorship 101B: Brandon Myren Mentorship: Lee Cheatle, Liz Hardy   
Newsletter: Peter Pelofske   Photographer: Brian Lonstad   
Raffle: Harold Yearout Social Media: Scott Tice   
Vendor Coordinator: Steve Leaming Webmaster: Karl Holmes  
Contact information is on the BSOP website www.portlandbonsai.org.  

6707 SW Pine Street, Portland, OR  97223 


