
  

May 19 10-2 Mentorship 101A, Oregon Grape Room, Milwaukie Center  

May 25 1-5 Kusamono Workshop, Oregon Grape Room, Milwaukie Center  

May 26 10-2 Mentorship 101B, Oregon Grape Room, Milwaukie Center  

May 28 6-9pm BSOP monthly meeting, Milwaukie Center  

June 2 10-2 Mentorship 102, Oregon Grape Room, Milwaukie Center  

June 9 Mentorship 101A, Oregon Grape Room, Milwaukie Center  

June 15 Portland Nursery Bonsai Show Portland Nursery on Division  

June 15 1-5 Kusamono Study Group, Oregon Grape Room, Milwaukie Center  

June 16, 10-2 Mentorship 101B, Oregon Grape Room, Milwaukie Center  

Upcoming Events May 
2019 

BSOP May Words From Your President  
It seems Spring has come and gone with this hot weather that is quickly drying out my trees. 

Please protect new growth and water your trees and plants as needed for the changing weather.  

At the last meeting we made a new record of 390 members, please try and say hi to some-
one new and introduce yourself. During the first hour before the program starts is a great oppor-
tunity to talk to someone sitting next to you.  

We are still without a Hospitality group of people, if you have some snacks or non alcoholic 
drinks you would like to share with everyone please bring them into the club into the hospitality 
area for us to all enjoy. Thank You!  

If you don’t know how much work coordinating a event is talk to some of our recent volun-
teers, you will probably be surprised how much time and effort goes into a BSOP booth or table 
at an event. This last one was a doozy with a set up day and two event days. Our member that 
have contributed in the most recent event was: Lee Cheatle, Keith Wingfield, Karen Living-
stone, Patrice Marrow, Patty Myrick, Danial Bateson, Rock Chilton, Mike Hendrix, Paul Reich, 
Patrick Mcdougall and Jan Vandervort. Thank you for your help showing the public what 
BSOP is and does!  

At the May club meeting BSOP shirts should have arrived; remember to pick up your order.   

Our next events are:  
-6/15/19 The Portland Nursery show led by Reid Parham along with Keith Wingfield.  

-8/10/19 BSOP Summer picnic assembled by President Joe Johanesen. I am in talks with Olive 
Garden for main course ideas leaving potluck items for drinks, sides and deserts! More 

details to come next month once they are finalized.  President, Joe Johanesen  
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Programming Report 
At April’s meeting, local pro Greg Brenden delighted us with the magic of mochikomi, 

which—in the context of bonsai—refers to indications of age, elegance, and history. It suggests 
a tranquil permanence, a sense of belonging, and harmony amongst the planting. 

This was demonstrated with 14 works from his impressive collection, most of which have 
been under his care for 20–30 years. A few of them have only been transplanted once, for which 
Greg states is a major contributor to the ethos and aesthetic of mochikomi. The trick to these 
plantings is not only a selection of species that are hardy, temperate, and amenable to the cul-
ture of container plantings, but a combination of species that do not overpower one another.  

Greg’s presentation included… 

1.Birdsfoot violet 

2.Harebells 

3.Giant Helleborine 

4.Juniperus shovelii 

5.Red Mountain Heather 

6.Engelmann Spruce 

7.Yellow Hawkweed 

8.Equisetum 

9.Rock Penstemon 

10.Seller’s Bluebell 

11.Pink Monkeyflower 

12.Lodgepole Pine 

13.Coral Bells 

14. Calypso on a log 

In the great spirit of open, cooperative work that improves bonsai culture, Greg demonstrat-
ed his approaches to transplanting an established accent plant, how to start a new work of art, 
and his process for “cooking up” a ready batch of fertilizer. 

To refresh or repot an accent planting, Greg removes “just enough” roots from underneath 
the plants. His goals are to ensure the plants regain room for root growth, re-establish them-
selves quickly without ill effect, and remain with a durable culture over the years. To accom-
plish this, Greg uses a standard, pumice-based soil mix from Pro Gro in Wilsonville, OR. As 
the organics in this mix break down and are consumed, roots eventually fill the entirety of the 
planting container. 

To show how he starts new, unique plantings, Greg put a Lodgepole pine seedling on a curi-
ously round volcanic stone he collected. What we learned was the careful layering and wetting 
of this soil will provide for enough stability as to allow a tree to establish itself. Deliberate af-
tercare with a fine sprayer will be required to water the planting without upsetting its careful 
balance with a fine layering of shredded sphagnum and green moss on top. 

Up next in May we will remain in the realm of bonsai-adjacent planting culture with a dis-
play and demonstration of kusamono by Young Choe. We will have the usual ten-ring circus 
running (see https://www.portlandbonsai.org/ for more details), so bring your enthusiasm and 
plan for a good time. 

Reid Parham, VP-elect, Programming 

https://www.portlandbonsai.org/
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Greg Brenden presented the April BSOP program, Mochikomi. Members learned from his 
knowledge and insights gained from many years of experience.  Liberal use of living examples 
and an actual hands-on assembly demonstration enriched the program.  

American bonsai  
Photos this page by Jim Baggett 
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Another great tokonoma display. 
Other beautiful creations were on 
display as well.  
Photos by Jim Baggett 
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Mentorship Update 
Mentorship 102 met on Sunday, May 5 for another whack and chat; the last class of the sea-

son will be June 2 and will start up again in September.  

Mentorship 101A meets next on May 19 and then June 9, and 101B meets next on May 26 
and then June 16; these will be the last 101 meetings until January 2020.  

We are pretty much past repotting season. We should be spraying our Pines and Junipers 
with fungicide about every 10 days during the growing season. This is a slow time of year in 
that repotting is finished, and we are mostly cleaning up the trees. And remember Dennis 
Vojtilla’s rule of thumb when clipping new growth on deciduous: you don’t want the internodes 
to be longer than the width of your thumb (or rule of pinkie for Shohin, the internodes should 
not be longer than the width of your pinkie finger.) Don’t let all that vigorous new growth get 
away from you!  

In the 102 classes for the past couple of years, we have been bringing in any tree we want 
help with. Lee would like you to let him know if you want to change that. Do you want to start 
out each class with a lesson or demonstration pertinent to the season, then move on to working 
on our trees? Do you just want to do that occasionally? Would you like a guest speaker occa-
sionally? If you have ideas about 102, please let Lee know.  

Happy clipping!  Liz  

Super Raffle! 
The winner of the Super Raffle Hornbeam at April’s meeting was George Nall. 

Congratulations George!! 

Coming up for the May and June meetings is a Very Super Raffle. We will 
have three trees. Yes, Tres - drei - San - 3!!! 

First up is a Sharp’s Pygmy Maple in a blue glaze oval pot: 22” tall by 13” 
wide with a 3+ inch nebari at the soil level. 

Next is a Juniperus chinensis Robusta in a Tokoname pot: 24” tall by 27” wide 
with a 5” nebari at the soil level. 

The third tree is a 38 year-old Satsuki azalea in a dark blue glazed pot: 6” tall 
by 8” wide and a 3” nebari. 

We will be selling the $5 tickets at the May and June meetings at the Super 
Raffle Display Table in the raffle area. There will be separate ticket buckets for 
each tree so you can choose the one you would like to win. Or purchase three tick-
ets and try to win them all. The drawing will be at the end of the program break at 
the June 25th meeting. You need not be present to win, so be sure to fill out your 
contact information clearly on your entry so we can contact you when you win! 

Good Luck! 

Patty Myrick 
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May Haiku 
Satsuki best in May  

Flowers bloom both pink and white  
What more can you say  

Ron Yasenchak   

  

Root over Rock 
This pine caught my eye with a 
jinned apex, some trunk movement 
and definitely anchored in rock along 
a river in southern Norway.  

Editor 
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Time to Get Moving on the 2019 Bonsai Jamboree 
With Spring nearly over and Summer seemingly already here, it’s time to start working on 

our Fall show, the 2019 Bonsai Jamboree. No more procrastinating. The Jamboree is a one-day 
event to be held at the Milwaukie Center on Saturday, September 14, 2019. The actual event 
will be held from 9:00am to 4:00pm, but we need help setting up Friday evening, 5:00 to 
9:00pm and Saturday morning 7:00 to 9:00am.  

We have extended this year’s event to utilize the entire Center building. The South Wing, 
where we typically have our Tuesday night general meetings, will house a vendor marketplace, 
a member sales area (80/20), bonsai demos, kid’s activities, will call/holding area, and hourly 
auctions and raffles. The North Wing, including the Oregon Grape, Camas (big room with mir-
rors) and Salal rooms, will house a few workshops and lectures.  

The purpose of the lectures is twofold – one to give BSOP members an opportunity to im-
prove their techniques and get quality material, and second to introduce the general public to a 
little more bonsai information. Details on those workshops will be provided as soon as they can 
be confirmed.  

As with Rendezvous, we need the involvement of our BSOP membership to make this hap-
pen. Our Volunteer Coordinator, Patrice Morrow, has set up a SignUp Genius page where you 
can sign on for any job you want. Here’s the link:  

Bonsai Jamboree Volunteer SignUp  

I realize the event is still four months away, but since we don’t meet in July and August, we 
really only have two months to get prepared. So please take a look at the SignUp Genius page 
and sign up for a shift or three. I guarantee that you will have FUN and maybe learn a thing or 
two!  

Jan 

EXCITING VOLUNTEER UPDATE!  
Our Website now has ONE button to access all current BSOP related events!  

• Just go to the BSOP website,  

• click on Resources/Member Services, (if you have trouble logging in, contact 
Jan Hettick)  

• then click on the Sign Up Genius Button.  

This will take you to a menu of current events.  

Thanks for continuing to support our club!  

WE ARE CURRENTLY LOOKING FOR VOLUNTEERS  FOR THE UPCOMING 
PORTLAND NURSERY ANNUAL BONSAI SHOW  

& 

THE 2019 BONSAI JAMBOREE  HAPPENING THIS FALL  

https://www.signupgenius.com/index.cfm?go=c.SignUpSearch&eid=0BCAC1DEF5CDFE63&cs=09B1BAAE8FCC8B107B0A64735BB39BCD&sortby=l.title
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IMPORTANT AUCTION INFORMATION 
• Any BSOP member may sell at our Tuesday night auction 

• Items for sale must arrive after 5:30 and BEFORE 6:30pm 

• Bring item(s) to Auction Table and complete auction tag 

o Print legibly and press hard (to reach 4th page) 

o Seller ID is your member ID (back of badge) 

o Mark percentage to BSOP (20%, 50%, 100%) 

o If some items are 20% and some 100%, please get separate seller ID from Auction Man-
ager. 

o Add brief description of item 

o Add minimum bid if appropriate (No minimum under $10 please) 

o White (top) copy of bid sheet goes to Auction Manager 

• If you bring something to sell 

o At end of evening, verify that it has sold 

o If not, take it with you 

o Items left after meeting become 100% donation to BSOP 

• Anyone may buy 

o Members use member ID number (back of ID badge) 

o Guests get temporary number from Auction Manager 

• If you bid on something, verify if you won, then 

o Allow 30 minutes for bid posting after auction close 

o Bring pink copy of auction tags to cashier with payment 

o Goldenrod STAYS WITH ITEM AT ALL TIMES, acts as buyer’s copy 

Kusamono art  
Photo by Jim 
Baggett  
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Kusamono, Kusamono, and MORE Kusamono  
The month of May seems to be Kusamono Month for BSOP, with a visit from 

Young Choe. This delightful artist will lead a workshop on Saturday, May 25, and 
speak before the BSOP general membership on Tuesday, May 28. Check out her 
website at: http://www.kusamonochoe.com/. More details on these events else-
where in the Tree Line.  

But wait… there’s MORE!  

Introducing the BSOP Kusamono SIG  

For those of us who have fallen 
in love with these beautiful little 
plantings, we have scheduled anoth-
er opportunity to refine our talents. 
On Saturday, June 15th, BSOP will 
host a gathering of kusamono en-
thusiasts – the BSOP Kusamono 
SIG (Special Interest Group). Inter-
ested persons will meet in the Ore-
gon Grape Room of the Milwaukie 
Center between 1:00 and 4:30pm to 
work on our kusamono. Bring all 
your supplies – pots, plants, tools, 
soil, screening, moss, etc. There is 
no charge for this activity, although 
there will be a donation jar to help 
cover the cost of the room.  

This will be a great opportunity to socialize and share our knowledge, ideas 
and plants. We hope to see you there! Please let Patty know if you plan to attend, 
and email if you have any questions. 

Patty Myrick  verdillia@comcast.net.  

Photograph by Young Choe 

Kusamono art  
Photo by Jim 
Baggett  

mailto:verdillia@comcast.net
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Pinch to Grow an Inch 
That’s a familiar saying with absolutely nothing to do with bonsai. Or might it? It certainly 

recalls to mind Dennis Vojtilla’s rule of thumb. At least my thumb, which works for my larger 
trees, and is as you guessed, one inch wide. And right now, I am sure that whether we are grow-
ing conifers or deciduous trees, we are all in the middle of pinching season. With that in mind, I 
wanted to remind you about some ground rules on pinching and what we are trying to accom-
plish with the technique.  

When it comes to spring growth on our trees, we have several choices on how to handle it. 
The first is maybe not obvious, and probably the least understood. That is, do nothing. Let your 
tree grow. You might want to do this if you are propagating stock via seeds, cuttings, etc… Or 
you might be trying to increase the tree, or more specifically, trunk mass. Or we might be grow-
ing a single flush, long-needle pine (Ponderosa, White Pine) and if we pinch or prune, we can 
cause excessive needle elongation. Maybe you are just trying to get a tree healthier and strong-
er. Whatever the reason, doing nothing at this time of year really is a valid technique. The other 
things we can do are pinching and pruning.  

When I think of pinching, the very first tree that comes to mind is a Japanese maple and by 
the time you read this, we are pretty much past the first flush of growth. The idea behind pinch-
ing is to remove the central shoot and by doing so we control the strength of the shoot and pre-
vent it from elongating. Pinching controls the internode length. It mostly stops elongating once 
you pinch it. If you miss that window, then you have to fall back on pruning techniques, and if 
has gotten too long, you have to prune off all that you gained so that you can regrow a piece of 
ramification to the desired length. And if you are like I was last year and miss that window over 
and over, pruning again and again, the result is a knob that then has to be pruned off even far-
ther back.  

But all of this assumes one thing. That you pretty much have the “size” and shape of the tree 
that you want. If you start pinching before the tree is ninety percent there in terms of trunk and 
major branch structure and size, you are just not going to get there. Pinching slows down devel-
opment to a crawl, which is exactly what we want for a tree in refinement.  

I got a lot of “feedback” at the last meeting about the lack of pinching in the Deshojo Maple 
that I displayed. I had to explain to several folks that I was purposefully trying to elongate one 
side of the canopy, as well as the overall size of the tree. Later, I will work on those branches 
with pruning. However, I will say that those shoots were longer after the meeting than before. 
Things were moving quite fast indeed, and those shoots were nipped the very next morning. By 
the way, with my one-inch thumb, I like to use a small pair of scissors when “pinching”. I can 
see what I am doing much better and I don’t damage the tender leaves.  

But that brings up the next, very important point. If your tree is not styled, either by wiring 
or pruning, or whatever, you won’t know what to pinch, or prune for that matter. If the tree is 
not styled you won’t know if that branch needs to be longer or shorter. Furthermore, the tree 
really can’t take advantage of your pinching and pruning work.  
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I was recently asked if wiring inhibited back budding and my reply was that it was neces-
sary for back budding. When a tree has its branches styled appropriately, each branch will re-
ceive the maximum amount of light, or energy from the sun. Styling exposes more branch sur-
face to the sun at an angle of incidence to maximize all those precious rays. It’s really hard to 
convince the tree that it needs more branches when it is not getting light there to support them.  

So how does a tree react to pinching? We’ve taken the strength out of the stronger parts 
and redirected it to the weaker parts. That’s why we need to pinch over a broad period of time. 
Shoots can emerge a week or two after the general pinching, or even a month, and we have to 
keep on top of those. But those shoots were activated or accelerated by the previous week’s 
pinching exercise. We use pinching to move strength from strong to weak buds.  

However, pinching does not generate new buds. It only strengthens or activates buds that 
are already there. Need more buds, go back to strategy one. Style it and let it grow, grow, 
grow. Once it gets strong, it WILL back bud. Then you can think about pinching. This strategy 
also works well in other species, including conifers like spruce, firs, and short needles pines. It 
is very effective at balancing strength. I am in the middle of conifer pinching right now. I must 
use pinching on something like a Doug Fir that is extremely apically dominant. If I don’t, 
those top shoots hog all of the resources the tree has to offer. My job is to keep that from hap-
pening, and redistribute energy. Sort of the socialism of the tree world.  

Heading into May and June we enter the pruning time of year. After the leaves have hard-
ened off, which you can tell by their darkening color, firm attachment to the tree, and general 
thickening, it’s time to prune. By the way, when we say leaves, we mean broad leaves, nee-
dles, and any other foliage types. This is where species are more similar than different. And 
once again, we are back to just what are our objectives? By not pruning, even if we pinched 
earlier, we leave the tree with some strength. Again, this is a very valid strategy for building a 
tree. But if we have new branches that have hardened off and are strong enough, we can prune 
back to these, always.  

On a deciduous tree, we can usually prune back to any set of leaves and get a second flush 
of growth. But do not count the first set of “pre-leaves” on a shoot. They may not develop a 
bud and make sure to leave at least a pair leaves or shoots at any location, or you do not gain 
any ramification, and you will likely lose too much strength. This is also another way to real-
locate strength to another part of the tree. At times, I allow the tree to grow unchecked until 
May, accumulating energy, and then make my major pruning cuts so that the tree has plenty of 
strength and time to respond during the summer season.  

You can extend this all the way to the severe “trunk” chop. Just make sure in any case that 
you provide ample protection from the sun which can now burn leaves, branches or especially 
trunks if their protective canopy of foliage is removed. For some reason, it took me more than 
one experience to figure this out and I would like to save you the heartache.  

There are many species specific techniques and timing to pruning and we can’t really go 
over all of those here. The point of this article is that if you are actively developing trees, 
whether they are in refinement or developmental stages, you can use pinching and pruning to 
effect rapid development of your trees. Stay happy, water well, and fertilize!  

 

Scott Elser 
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Portland Bonsai Supply  
 

portlandbonsaisupply.com  
 

WIRE - TOOLS - SUPPLIES -  
FERTILIZER - SOILS - POTS  

 
 

Now Stocking JIM GREMEL Annealed 
Copper Wire  

Get Ready For Repotting Season  

Akadama OR Kunuma 17lt  

$35 EA / 2/$67  
 

Owner—Steve Leaming stevenleaming@gmail.com 503-750-4552  
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PRE-BONSAI PLANTS · BONSAI TOOLS 

High-fired Pots ● Mica & Plastic Training Pots 

Wire ● Organic Fertilizers 

Mazama Pumice (1/16-3/8”) 

Diatomite Rock from Nevada, USA 

Superior Black Compost ● Red Cinder Rock (1/4-5/16”) 

 

Est. 1978  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dedicated to growing trees specifical-

ly for bonsai, combining the best of tra-

ditional Japanese techniques with the 

proven technology of the Oregon 

nursery industry.  

In the field: 

Japanese Black pine, Shimpaku 

 Scots Pine, Shore Pine, Mugo 

Trident & Japanese Maples 

Chinese Elms, Japanese Quince 

Ume, Crabapples, Korean Hornbeam 

And others. Come see the result of our 

nebari development process.  

Many varieties of satsuki whips 

Shimpaku from 1 gal to field-

grown 

Many varieties developed for shohin 

styling 

To contact us, please call or email 

Chris & Lisa Kirk ●   

(503) 881-1147 ●  

www.tfarms.com  

Website at www.telfarms.com 
Need supplies?   

Call ahead for delivery  

at BSOP meetings.  

Rock over root. This upside down tree gets con-

stant misting from a waterfall over this rock.  
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The Bonsai Society of Portland meets on the fourth Tuesday of each month.  
The Milwaukie Center 

5440 SE Kellogg Creek Drive, Milwaukie OR 97222  
Enter parking lot from Rusk Road 

Visitors are always welcome! 
Board of Directors 
President: Joe Johanesen  1st VP-Programs: Reid Parham 
2nd VP-Membership: Jan Hettick  Treasurer: Patty Myrick  
Secretary: Laura Hudson  Past President: Lee Cheatle  
Committee Chairs 
Ambassadors: Keith Wingfield  Newsletter: Peter Pelofske   
Auctions:  Toni Martin   Photographer: Jim Baggett  
Audio/Visual: Lime Allen Raffle:  
Facilities Coordinator: Reid Parham Social Media: Scott Tice  
Fall Show: Jan Hettick, Patty Myrick Spring Show: No show in 2019  
Heritage: Steve Leaming, Brandon Myren Summer Picnic: Joe Johanesen  
Hospitality:  Vendor Coordinator: Reid Parham 
Library: Barbara Devitt, Karen VunKannon Volunteer Coordinator: Patrice Morrow 
Mentorship:  Lee Cheatle, Liz Hardy  Webmaster: Karl Holmes  

Contact information is on the BSOP website www.portlandbonsai.org under  
Resources/Member Services/Membership Directory  

6707 SW Pine Street, Portland, OR  97223 

http://www.portlandbonsai.org/

