
  

April 14 10-2 Mentorship 101A, Oregon Grape Room, Milwaukie Center  

April 23 6-9pm BSOP monthly meeting, Milwaukie Center  

April 28 10-2 Mentorship 101B, Oregon Grape Room, Milwaukie Center  

May 5 10-2 Mentorship 102A, Oregon Grape Room, Milwaukie Center  

Upcoming Events April 
2019 

BSOP April Words From Your President  
Hopefully everyone is able to take advantage of the nice weather and enjoy the Spring 

growth of your bonsai.  

Membership is still on the rise with now 384 members. Please be sure to say hello to some 
of the new faces or anyone you have not met and say hi, you never know, you might find a 
neighbor or someone to share some bonsai knowledge with.  

Are you ready for the Newberg Camellia Festival April 13? Be sure to stop by and say hi to 
Lee and the other volunteers at the BSOP Demonstration and display while you are there.  

Have you seen our Super Raffle? It’s only available until the end of the program break at 
the next meeting. Be sure you stop by the raffle area to check out this special tree opportunity if 
you’re intreated. Winner will be drawn before the second half of the program starts. Thank you 
for all the raffle items that have been donated and please don’t forget to check to see if you won 
after the program and claim your items.  

I noticed we have not been setting up a table for the help desk for members to bring in their 
material in for specific questions. We are unsure who will be able to sit down between 6 and 7 
pm to be able to help currently, but we will have a table designated for this for you. We are 
looking for some experienced members to be able to help rotate being available for some Q&A 
time. If we don’t have some one available and you see someone sitting with some material 
PLEASE either help them out or find someone you know that might know more about the spe-
cific question or material. This is what we talk about with all our new members at the beginning 
of our meetings. We are all here to help each other at our friendliest club doing what we enjoy... 
Bonsai. This would be a great time to stop and meet someone new.   

One more thing, another ending at the end of the April club meeting... the 2019 BSOP T-

shirt! This is the last chance with this order and if you’re like me and ruin shirts quickly you 
might get an extra. Don’t forget to stop by the cashier to sign up and pay for this amazing de-
sign before the end of the meeting.   

Happy Spring, Joe  



2 

Programming Report 
At the start of our March event, we had about 130 chairs set out. I thought that would be 

enough and was happy to be proven wrong by our estimated attendance of 150 members and 
guests! 

Have I mentioned our volunteers are great? Our “ten-ring circus” at the monthly meeting 
would never be possible without the kind folks who set up the room and reset it afterward. 

Our local BSOP member and three-time U.S. National Bonsai Exhibition award winner, 
Scott Elser, was the presenter for the night, teaching us about the fundamentals of repotting. I 
have received many requests to summarize the presentations in this newsletter, so here goes my 
retelling of “why” and a little bit of “how” we repot (please refer to Scott’s two-page repotting 
guide for the full details). 

Most importantly, we learned there are three major reasons for repotting, and none of them 
are “because I felt like it,” “because it’s time,” or “to cure the tree’s ailments.” Stick with me 
though, because there are ways in which those three misguided views on repotting are indeed 
covered by the better reasons to repot. For healthier and more appealing bonsai, we should re-
pot: 

1.For aesthetics — to change pot, angle, or position 

2.To improve aeration of the root mass — when the soil is too fine or organic 

3.To improve water penetration into the root mass — when water fails to soak in  

What about those bad reasons to repot, though? 

Scott advises us to think of our friends and family who are sick and need medical interven-
tion. This is not a fun thought exercise, but if a person is not in good enough health then doctors 
will rarely perform surgical interventions. Our trees are much the same. If a tree’s ailments are 
from too much water, then water less in frequency and quantity, plus tilt the pot up to aid its 
drainage. If a tree’s ailments are from being too dry, then water more frequently. Once those 
health issues are resolved then the tree may be ready for repotting. 

Additionally, I like to think the “I felt like it” excuse and the “it’s time for a repot” rule are 
other ways of saying there are aesthetic changes you want to make. If you felt like a repot, then 
you are likely changing the pot, angle, or position—aesthetics! If it’s time for a repot, then you 
are either resolving a drainage problem (see reasons 2 and 3) or performing developmental root 
work, like flattening out a root mass or combing out roots radially—aesthetics! 

For the best outcomes of repotting bonsai, also ensure the tree has grown vigorously enough 
to power itself through recovery. There will be plenty of new roots to produce, and a tree with-
out enough foliage mass will struggle to handle the stresses. 

If we were repotting together, now would be where we gather our necessary materials, sup-
plies, screened soil, pots, and tools. I would then invite you to breathe with me and slow things 
down. This process does not have to be rushed. Through focused and detailed effort we will 
produce better work. 

While handling our bonsai, Scott strongly cautions we avoid touching light colored bark 
with soil-covered hands, as we can stain the bark. With corky or flaky bark we should also 
avoid direct contact, as we can damage the details that make for the illusion of age. Scott’s rec-
ommended practice is to use jins or the undersides of branches for handling.  
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April Haiku 
Can you feel the breeze  

Honeybees will have their fill  
Pollen makes me sneeze.  

Ron Yasenchak   

  

The roots we must remove, as Scott told us, are those preventing us from getting our tree 
into the selected pot. Regardless of our goals—whether changing angles or reducing the depth 
of the root mass—the best outcome will be a flat root base, as it is risky and difficult to expect a 
tree to otherwise hold its position.  

As Scott approached completion of the root reduction, he shifted focus to roots that were 
excessively thick, extending upward above the soil, crossing other roots, or encircling the trunk. 
All of those roots have to go, for aesthetic reasons, to make a stellar bonsai with a trunk that 
flares out at its base. 

What follows from here are a series of steps that are simultaneously critical and detailed, so 
I will apologize in advance for only summarizing them. This is where the direct, hands-on guid-
ance of a skilled mentor in the right setting is invaluable. Scott tells us a successful bonsai re-
potting is completed with… 

1.Double- and triple-checking the position of the tree in the pot, 

2.Covering the pot’s drainage holes with your screening material of choice, 

3.Inserting wires to tie in the tree as you see necessary, 

4.Arranging new soil into the pot, 

5.Settling the tree into the soil so they incorporate, 

6.Tightening the tie-down wires in a secure, minimally-damaging way, 

7.Filling the remaining space of the pot with soil, 

8.Using tools to settle and guide soil such that no voids remain, 

9.Removing excess soil so we have a small margin around the rim of the pot, 

10.Spreading a moss based top-dressing evenly over the soil, 

11.Watering thoroughly and repeatedly until the excess drains clear, 

12. And protecting the tree as necessary while reintroducing it to its normal routine 

Whew! 

You can do this. We can do this. Please do not forget we are friendly organization that fo-
cuses on instruction. 

Up next in our distinguished roster of presenters is Greg Brenden, on April 23, with case 
studies of mochikomi (roughly: “age”) from his collection. Mr. Brenden will also treat us to 
other habits, tips, and routines from his experience. 

Reid Parham, VP-elect, Programming 

Pollen blowing off microsporangiate strobili 
or male pine cones 
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2019 Bonsai Jamboree Planning Moves Forward  
I hope you’ve put the date of September 14, 2019 on your calendar! That’s the date of the 

2019 Bonsai Jamboree. The event is open to the public from 9am to 4pm. Formerly known as 
the Fall Show, the event has been upgraded to mini-convention status. We will utilize the whole 
Milwaukie Center and feature such activities as a bonsai exhibit, marketplace with numerous 
vendors, a club sale area, demos, kids activities, will call area. And hourly auctions and raffles! 
New this year will be a couple of workshops and three smaller classes, or mini-workshops. 

The exhibit is open to all levels of expertise. What we want to see is something you’ve been 
working on, whether it be a 100-year-old masterpiece or a 5-year nursery plant. There will be 
sections for formal displays, sections for complete novices, and everything in between. 

The club sale area is a great chance to sell your excess trees. We’ll use the standard 80/20 
where BSOP keeps 20% (like the club auctions). Of course we’d welcome 100% donations, 
too! We especially need bonsai-related items for the raffle (tax receipts available). 

Our intrepid Volunteer Coordinator, Patrice Morrow, is preparing a SignUp Genius web 
page to organize our volunteers. It should be ready for access within a couple of weeks (you’ll 
be the first to know). We will set up the event Friday evening between 5:00 and 9:00pm, and 
finish fine-tuning set up from 7:00 to 9:00am Saturday morning. Each section of the event will 
need volunteers, much like we did for Rendezvous last Fall. Take-down will start at 4:00 and be 
concluded by 7:00pm Saturday evening. 

So mark your calendar for 
September 13th and 14th and plan 
to join the fun. This is a one-of-a-

kind bonsai event, with great op-
portunities to make friends and get 
neat bonsai stuff. Watch your fu-
ture newsletters and emails for 
more details. 

We look forward to working 
with you!  Event Co-Chairs:  

Jan Hettick, Lee 
Cheatle & Patty 
Myrick 
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Mentorship 101 Update 
This is a banner year for our mentorship 101 series. We are now 3 months through 

the 6 month series. We hope you are enjoy the education as much as we are enjoy men-
toring you. 

Of note, please be aware that as accommodating as we try to be, coming in an hour 
late or more puts an undue strain on the instructors and thus on the members who arrive 
on time. If you are that late, please be an observer that day. That would be very much 
appreciated.  

Thanks for your consideration,  

Lee Cheatle, Mentorship Chairman  

IMPORTANT AUCTION INFORMATION 
* Any BSOP member may sell at Tuesday night auction 

* Anyone may buy 

o Members use member ID number (back of ID badge) 

o Guests get temporary number from cashier 

* Items for sale must arrive after 5:30 and BEFORE 6:30pm  

* Complete auction tag 

o Seller ID is your member ID (back of badge) 

o Mark percentage to BSOP (20%, 50%, 100%) (1) 

o Add brief description of item 

o Add minimum bid if appropriate 

o White (top) copy of bid sheet goes to Auction Manager 

* If you bring something to sell 

o At end of evening, verify that it has sold 

o If not, take it with you 

o Items left after meeting become 100% donation to BSOP 

* If you bid on something, verify if you won, then 

o Bring pink copy of auction tags to cashier with payment 

o Goldenrod copy to stay with tree at all times, is buyer’s copy 

* Allow 30 minutes after auction close to allow for bid posting.  

(1) Note: If you want some items to be 20% and others to be 100%, please get separate 
seller ID number from cashier for 100% items.  
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In Our Library 
Barbara and I have another new book in the library that we would like to tell patrons about. 

It is a book for beginners and families with children.  

Miniature Japanese Gardens Beautiful Bonsai Landscape Gardens for Your Home (by Kenji Koba-
yashi, Tuttle Publishing)  

The beauty and serenity of the Japanese garden draws thousands of visitors to Japanese gar-
dens all over this country and inspires many of them to try to capture that wonderful serenity in 
their home gardens. This is the book that helps to achieve that goal. It explains and illustrates a 
variety of landscape types and shows how to use a simple everyday pot or as small a space as a 
garden path to bring the beauty and peace of Japan to a home garden. All the basic steps are 
here, from design to materials, and the information is presented simply and clearly. You could 
take this book home and make a Japanese landscape in an afternoon as a project with your chil-
dren if you wanted.  

The delightful titles of the types of landscapes give a clue to the imaginative fun to be had 
in these projects: for example, Little Pieces of Nature Beside a Mountain Path  or A Swiftly 
Flowing River  or Fallen Leaves on the Water's Surface  or A Summer Resort with a Pleasant 
Cool Breeze  and so forth. You can make a moss-covered turtle or even a hedgehog. There are 
so many suggestive ideas in this book that it's just fun to read the titles and imagine. And these 
aren't big projects. Each small project is designed to suggest the concept of the title to the view-
er's imagination. It's child's play, and it's irresistible.  

Karen VunKannon 

REMINDER – GET YOUR TEE SHIRT ORDER IN! 

The April 23, 2019 BSOP meeting will be the last 
chance to order the Official 2019 BSOP Tee Shirt.  
The shirts are dark blue heather with front design of 
the BSOP logo in vibrant shades of orange.  The back 
is plain. The shirts are Gildan 50/50 cotton/polyester.  
Men’s sizes only, from small to 3XL.  Priced at $20 
each.   

Shirts will be available for pick up at the May 28th 
BSOP meeting.  Order yours on line at: 

https://www.portlandbonsai.org/bsop-tee-shirt-1 

You can purchase your shirt at the April 23 meet-
ings, or you can reach the website order page through 
the BSOP website, Resources, Member Services.  
You’ll have to log in.  If you’ve forgotten your pass-
word, let me know.  I can reassign.  Alternatively, you 
can send a note with your name and size, along with a check for $20 payable to BSOP, c/o Jan 
Hettick, 6707 SW Pine Street, Portland, OR 97223.  Must be received by April 23rd, as the or-
der goes in on the 24th.  Call with questions – 503-504-7760.  

Jan Hettick  janhettick@comcast.net 
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March Meeting 
The BSOP monthly meeting was well attended. 
Members enjoyed an excellent tokonoma dis-
play. The lodgepole pine (left) was shown by 
Lee Cheatle in a pot by Jan Culek. Debbie Wil-
cox shared her kusamono and Jan Hettick pro-
vided the wood display board.  

Greg Brenden showed a star anise, Illicium 
verum, (middle) in full bloom, native to North-
ern Vietnam/Southern China with appropriate 
accents.  

Scott Elser presented a thorough discussion on 
repotting. (bottom) He gave demonstrations with 
a variety of trees and a little help from his 
friends.  

3 photos courtesy of Jim Baggett  
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Soil Mix and Fertilization 
Following up on last month’s presentation on repotting we are going to touch the subjects of 

Soil Mix and Fertilization. Just like last month, we are including printable sheets that you can 
use as handy references for your regular bonsai activities. In an effort to provide you with con-
sistent information I have had several folks read over and proof these documents so that all of 
the information is accurate, reliable, and clearly communicated, at least in the small space we 
have here. As I mentioned last month, nothing can really substitute for hands on instruction  

A variety of examples of the accomplishments of BSOP club members.  
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and there are many more details to most things that we can’t cover here. But really, this is great 
stuff. Almost none of this information was available or understood when I began bonsai, so this 
will really help launch you towards bonsai success.  

Soil Mix  
There is nothing, and I mean nothing, in the bonsai community that sparks more debate than 

what soil mix to use. For some reason folks can get very dogmatic and defensive about their 
materials, as if they are afraid that something else might work better. When I began with the 
club almost thirty years ago the state-of-the-art mix was sifted fir bark and lava rock. To tell 
you the truth, it did not work all that well. However, it was much better than the garden center 
potting soil that they put a “Bonsai” label on. Along came Boon mix around 2000 that really 
revolutionized American bonsai. Boon began developing the mix from readily available materi-
als here on the west coast before he began studying in Japan. The mix is nearly identical to what 
they were using over there, with their similar, volcanic based components. That is what I have 
used for almost twenty years as a base for all of my bonsai soil with great success.  

The darned truth is that you can grow bonsai in almost any soil, if you have the right tech-
nique. That means watering, fertilizing, etc… But what we have to look at is what we are trying 
to accomplish and how to get there. First of all, the materials have to be available to us. A part 
of that is that has to be economically available. That’s important to me as I grow large trees. 
There are times when a tree can consume almost an entire bag of Akadama, even when mixed 
in the one third proportions. I have to decide whether I can spend my money in that fashion. If I 
am going to invest in a nice bonsai pot, and whatever time, money and resources that I have al-
ready put into the tree, then it would be foolish to not invest in the best soil that I can provide. 
There is relatively little space in a bonsai pot, so we are not talking about massive amounts of 
soil. If you are putting things in a large growing box, or plastic pot, then the growing conditions 
are different and we can use more economical components. Do what you need for success.  

We are looking for components that have longevity in a pot. Something that will not break 
down too quickly, but will be able to provide the level of water, oxygen, and nutrition that the 
tree needs over an extended period of time. By not repotting a conifer for five to seven years, 
we allow it to slow down and “bonsai” itself, scaling its root system to something finer and fin-
er, resulting in finer, more compact growth in the tree itself – our goal. All the while it must 
maintain a premium level of health and vigor in the tree. Trees will survive in many different 
soils. We want something they will thrive in. Organic matter in the soil will break down too 
quickly and cause the soil to retain too much water, and nutrients, taking away our control of 
the process. We will have to repot sooner, which means using more time and more soil. So, it’s 
not really cheaper to scrimp on good materials. But good soil comes at a price. You have to pay 
closer attention to watering in the summer and you have to fertilize to supplement nutrition.  

Fertilization 
The handy sheet is mostly the work of Lee Cheatle. We consolidated several documents to-

gether to make this one concise guide. At the end you find the recipe for the now infamous Poo 
Balls. Some people proofing noted that we did not include liquid or chemical feeding. Organic 
fertilizer is the only thing that will yield the type of growth we are looking for (Compact, 
strong, pliable) and it works with all of the natural processes going on in the pot. It’s pretty im-
possible to go over all the timing and amounts for each species, especially in regards to their 
different stages of development, so this is overview meant to get you started down the right 
path. Have a great growing season.  

Scott Elser 
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Portland Bonsai Supply  
 

portlandbonsaisupply.com  
 

WIRE - TOOLS - SUPPLIES -  
FERTILIZER - SOILS - POTS  

 

 

Now Stocking JIM GREMEL Annealed 
Copper Wire  

Get Ready For Repotting Season  

Akadama OR Kunuma 17lt  

$35 EA / 2/$67  
 

Owner—Steve Leaming stevenleaming@gmail.com 503-750-4552  
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PRE-BONSAI PLANTS · BONSAI TOOLS 

High-fired Pots ● Mica & Plastic Training Pots 

Wire ● Organic Fertilizers 

Mazama Pumice (1/16-3/8”) 

Diatomite Rock from Nevada, USA 

Superior Black Compost ● Red Cinder Rock (1/4-5/16”) 

 

Est. 1978  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dedicated to growing trees specifical-

ly for bonsai, combining the best of tra-

ditional Japanese techniques with the 

proven technology of the Oregon 

nursery industry.  

In the field: 

Japanese Black pine, Shimpaku 

 Scots Pine, Shore Pine, Mugo 

Trident & Japanese Maples 

Chinese Elms, Japanese Quince 

Ume, Crabapples, Korean Hornbeam 

And others. Come see the result of our 

nebari development process.  

Many varieties of satsuki whips 

Shimpaku from 1 gal to field-

grown 

Many varieties developed for shohin 

styling 

To contact us, please call or email 

Chris & Lisa Kirk ●   

(503) 881-1147 ●  

www.tfarms.com  

Website at www.telfarms.com 
Need supplies?   

Call ahead for delivery  

at BSOP meetings.  

Super raffle tree at March, 2019 meeting 
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The Bonsai Society of Portland meets on the fourth Tuesday of each month.  
The Milwaukie Center 

5440 SE Kellogg Creek Drive, Milwaukie OR 97222  
Enter parking lot from Rusk Road 

Visitors are always welcome! 
Board of Directors 

President: Joe Johanesen  1st VP-Programs: Reid Parham 

2nd VP-Membership: Jan Hettick  Treasurer: Patty Myrick  
Secretary: Laura Hudson  Past President: Lee Cheatle  
Committee Chairs 

Ambassadors: Keith Wingfield  Newsletter: Peter Pelofske   
Auctions:  Toni Martin   Photographer: Jim Baggett  
Audio/Visual: Lime Allen Raffle: Harold Yearout 
Facilities Coordinator: Reid Parham Social Media: Scott Tice  
Fall Show:  Spring Show: No show in 2019  
Heritage: Steve Leaming, Brandon Myren Summer Picnic: Joe Johanesen  
Hospitality: Harold Yearout Vendor Coordinator: Reid Parham 

Library: Barbara Devitt, Karen VunKannon Volunteer Coordinator: Patrice Morrow 

Mentorship:  Lee Cheatle, Liz Hardy  Webmaster: Karl Holmes  
Contact information is on the BSOP website www.portlandbonsai.org under  

Resources/Member Services/Membership Directory  

6707 SW Pine Street, Portland, OR  97223 


