
  

March 17 10-2 Mentorship 101B, Oregon Grape Room, Milwaukie Center  

March 24 10-2 Mentorship 101A, Oregon Grape Room, Milwaukie Center  

March 26 6-9pm BSOP monthly meeting, Milwaukie Center  

April 7 10-2 Mentorship 102A, Oregon Grape Room, Milwaukie Center  

April 13 Newberg Camellia Festival, 415 E Sheridan, Newberg 

April 14 10-2 Mentorship 101A, Oregon Grape Room, Milwaukie Center  

April 23 6-9pm BSOP monthly meeting, Milwaukie Center  

April 28 Mentorship 101B, Oregon Grape Room, Milwaukie Center  

Upcoming Events March 

2019 

BSOP March Words From Your President  
Let’s hope that Winter is done and Spring is here. Next week’s forecast is showing 

warming into the 60s and no overnight freezing.  I hear a lot more birds out there chirp-
ing away.   

We are currently at 380 members with 7 of them new from last month. Welcome 
new members to a very friendly and informative club.   

Do you know we have a Facebook page, Bonsai Society of Portland, and we are on 
Instagram(bonsai.sociaty.of.portland) also!  If you have not seen us check it out and fol-
low along as we share information and photos from monthly meeting and our events.   

Speaking of events... just around the corner the Newberg Camellia Festival, located 
at Chehalem Cultural Center(415 E Sheridan) with Past President Lee Cheatle heading 
up BSOP activities on April 13.  Lee could use about 10 Members or more to help for: 
set up, personnel to help answer questions during the course of the day and then tear 
down of the sales/educational/demo table.  Please contact Lee, lcheat-
le@bensonhotel.com, and show him some BSOP support.  The Canby Spring Fair is al-
most here as well on May 4 & 5, mark you calendars.   

As of you know we have a monthly raffle to rehome those extra bonsai trees, pots, 
etc. If you have material you would like to donate please bring it over to the raffle area 
before the meetings.  If possible, have a way to note the plant species for your trees and 
we will take it from there. Thank you for everyone that donates to our club.  

Joe Johanesen  
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Programming Report 
That was quite a night with Dennis Vojtilla, eh? I was delighted to see how excited y’all were to ask 

all your questions of our honored guest. 

Dennis filled the stage with trees and then presented his process for growing award-winning 
trees from the ground up. I have very specifically used these words—Dennis has grown many 
of his trees in excess of 30 years, some of which were the size of a pencil when started, and he 
is a two-time winner of the best deciduous award at the U.S. National Bonsai Exhibition. 

My biggest takeaway from Dennis was that, in general, he keeps most of his trees in shal-
low training flats for most of their lives and only puts them in decorative, relatively small pots 
for show purposes. The purpose for this is to give the trees more root mass so they transport and 
utilize more resources in total. This increase in activity leads his trees to develop more quickly 
and to produce amazingly sophisticated canopies. 

In summary—Dennis encourages us to be systematic in our approach to development of de-
ciduous trees. Make significant progress on each of these traits, in order—roots, trunk, branch-
es, twigs, and the canopy—and you may be able to reproduce his successes. 

Coming up on March 26 you can enjoy our third-in-a-row US National award winner and 
local BSOP member Scott Elser for a presentation on repotting. Scott aims to take us all the 
way through the fundamentals and best practices of repotting. Multiple trees of varying species 
and levels of refinement will be on hand to support the presentation. 

Scott has prepared for us an updated, 24-step procedure to explain how to successfully repot 
a bonsai tree. I don’t want anybody to be scared off by the number of steps or the complexity 
involved, as repotting is an approachable, reliable, and understandable activity. 

In general, Scott’s two-page procedure (which will be available for download!) will explain 
why to perform a repotting, where to set up this process, and how to safely handle the tree, pre-
pare and improve the roots, secure the tree, and, finally, how to return the tree to a productive, 
healthy growing season. 

I am excited to see us all improve our repotting knowledge and skills. See you at the Mil-
waukie Center! 

Reid Parham, VP-elect, Programming  

Portland Rose Society 5-4-4 Organic Fertilizer  
Effective immediately, the Portland Rose Society's 5-4-4 organic fertilizer with mycorrhizae 

will be distributed though Portland Bonsai Supply. The pelletized fertilizer has proven to be ef-
fective for bonsai, as well as other ornamental yard plants.  The special pre-order price is $20 
per 20 lb bag.  Smaller quantity bags of the fertilizer will be available at the meeting.  

If you signed up at the February meeting or emailed after, the list of pre-orders has been 
transferred to Steve Leaming.  If you have not yet placed your order for delivery at the March 
26 BSOP meeting, please contact Steve prior to March 17 with the number of bags you would 
like.  Email Steve at stevenleaming@gmail.com or text 503-750-4552.   

Portland Bonsai Society Mailing List  
Portland Bonsai Supply will now be directly emailing members interested in the latest prod-

uct availability and in stock updates. This would include items like copper wire, akadama and 
soil mix, fertilizer and other supplies.  If you would like to be added to the list please email Ste-
ve at stevenleaming@gmail.com.  
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March Haiku 
Pine buds start to grow  

Which ones stay or which ones go  
Watchful eye will know.  

Ron Yasenchak   

IMPORTANT AUCTION INFORMATION 
* Any BSOP member may sell at Tuesday night auction 

* Anyone may buy 

o Members use member ID number (back of ID badge) 

o Guests get temporary number from cashier 

* Items for sale must arrive after 5:30 and BEFORE 6:30pm  

* Complete auction tag 

o Seller ID is your member ID (back of badge) 

o Mark percentage to BSOP (20%, 50%, 100%) (1) 

o Add brief description of item 

o Add minimum bid if appropriate 

o White (top) copy of bid sheet goes to Auction Manager 

* If you bring something to sell 

o At end of evening, verify that it has sold 

o If not, take it with you 

o Items left after meeting become 100% donation to BSOP 

* If you bid on something, verify if you won, then 

o Bring pink copy of auction tags to cashier with payment 

o Goldenrod copy to stay with tree at all times, is buyer’s copy 

* Allow 30 minutes after auction close to allow for bid posting.  

(1) Note: If you want some items to be 20% and others to be 100%, please get separate 
seller ID number from cashier for 100% items.  

 This stone was found on the Gleneden beach.  It 
is what the  Japanese call a “Plateau stone”.  I made 

the daiza out of walnut. Ron Yasenchak 
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New Book in the BSOP Library  
Natives (by Pacific Bonsai Museum, curated by Arrin Packard, with a foreword by David De Groot)  

This book is so gorgeous, the library immediately ordered additional copies the moment it first 
arrived. This is the photographic catalog of the 2018 exhibit at the Pacific Bonsai Museum in Federal 
Way, Washington. Both the exhibit and the book are a watershed moment in the history of American 
bonsai. This is no imitation of Japanese culture. This is a proud, confident, and stunningly beautiful 
expression of American bonsai that highlights the variety and beauty of our country's trees and land-
scapes.  

The displays do not each contain a tree, an accent plant and a staid little scroll; instead, the won-
derful paintings that form the background for each tree draw the viewer into the landscapes so vividly 
that you can almost feel the wind and smell the scent of the air. When presented in the two-

dimensional format of a book, a first glance creates the illusion that you are seeing a real three-

dimensional world that you could just step into. This magnificent background art work does not dis-
tract; rather it enhances the artistry in the design of each tree and accent plant, bringing its creator's 
inner vision to the fore in a way that just takes your breath away.  

For those who are just beginning to learn what to look for in a bonsai display, the core definition 
of bonsai becomes clear in this exhibit, bonsai is not about a tree growing in a pot, but an artistic view 
of the living world.  

Reviewed by Karen VunKannon  

It’s the 2019 Bonsai Jamboree! 
Prepare to be amazed! Save the date: September 14, 2019. The BSOP event formerly 

known as the Fall Show & Marketplace is being updated, upgraded, enhanced, improved, mod-
ernized, streamlined… Sorry, got a little carried away there. Back on topic… 

Open to the public on Saturday, September 14th, from 9am to 4pm, the 2019 Bonsai Jam-
boree is BSOP’s opportunity to showcase our club and our hobby. The purpose of the event is 
twofold: First we are fulfilling the objective of BSOP as stated in our Constitution, which is, 
specifically, “To promote interest in and the enjoyment of Bonsai.” In addition to exposing the 
general public to the art of bonsai, we are providing information on the culture of bonsai and 
promoting the collection and exhibition of bonsai. And along the way we get to have FUN! 
And FUN is the secondary purpose… or maybe it should be the primary purpose? This is the 
event where we pull out all the stops and share the joy! 

Emboldened by several years worth of successes, we have decided to expand the Fall Show 
& marketplace to use the whole Milwaukie Center facility, instead of just the south wing as has 
been done in prior years. The main reason for the expansion is to have more space. There will 
be more vendors, a bigger exhibit, better sales/auction/raffle, some demos, and perhaps best of 
all, a few workshops. We are taking the proven Fall Show formula and adding a few Rendez-
vous touches for a real Bonsai Jamboree. 

So mark your calendar for September 14th (set up Friday, 5 to 9pm) and plan to join the 
FUN by participating in this one-of-a-kind bonsai event. There will be many opportunities to 
help prepare for the Bonsai Jamboree, beginning this Spring and throughout the Summer. 
Watch your future newsletters and emails for details and opportunities. 

We look forward to working with you! Event Co-Chairs: Jan Hettick, Lee 
Cheatle and Patty Myrick 
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Feb. 2019 
monthly 
meeting  
display 

Feb. 2019 
monthly 
program by 
Dennis 
Vojtilla 
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Mentorship 102A 
Mentorship 102 met on Sunday, March 3. Again, we basically whacked and chatted for 4 

hours. We came very close to starting repotting, but the predicted nighttime lows in the 20’s 
stopped us. So we mostly styled and pruned again. That said, I don’t see any more predictions 
of nighttime temps below freezing, so I think it is safe to say it’s time to get repotting! Finally! 
Any deciduous whose buds are beginning to swell should be repotted at this time, as well as 
Larch whose buds look like little bronze BBs or little tiny shaving brushes. But keep watching 
the forecast; if we get to freezing temps again, any newly potted trees will have to be protected 
from the freeze.  

Also, don’t forget: Lee says that every time we work on our trees, we should be asking our-
selves, “What are we trying to accomplish here?” Everything we do to the tree should be im-
proving something about the tree. We need to determine if the tree is in the development stage, 
or in the refinement stage.  

Thank you so much to the experienced members who assisted Lee: David Kidd, Jason 
Urasky, Joanne Raiton, Roger Case, and Greg Brenden. We appreciate you so much! Thanks a 
million!! I, for one, would be in a world of hurt without you.   

Steve Leaming was again present with various pre-ordered supplies to sell. It’s really great 
to be able to get supplies from him without having to wait for the next monthly meeting!  

The next Mentorship 102A class will be on April 7. And don’t forget the monthly meeting 
on March 26 where the great Scott Elser will demonstrate and teach proper repotting tech-
niques.  

Hope to see you at both events!  

 Elisabeth Hardy (Liz) 

Feb. 2019 monthly meeting tokonoma 



7 

Let’s Do Kusamono! 
We’re all familiar with the accent plants that compliment bonsai in our exhibits. These 

humble but delightful plantings have taken on a life of their own and have developed into an 
art form known as “Kusamono”. Literally translated from Japanese as “grass thing”, the term 
Kusamono originally referred to small potted grasses used as accents in bonsai exhibits. 
More recently, they are described as potted arrangements of wild grasses and flowers in 
unique pots or trays which are used to suggest a season or place in a bonsai display. 

This spring BSOP will present a series of events to familiarize our mem-
bers with this emerging art form. We have the honor of again welcoming 
Young Choe, internationally renowned and Japanese trained Kusamono art-
ist. She will lead lucky BSOP members in a hands-on workshop and will 
present the program at our May 26th BSOP meeting. These two events will 
serve as inspiration for a 3rd event – a Kusamono study group on June 15th. 

First up is the workshop, to be held on Saturday, May 25, 
from 1pm to 4:30pm in the Milwaukie Center’s Oregon Grape 
Room. After a short demonstration of techniques, Young will guide us in cre-
ating our own Kusamono. Workshop fee is $50 per person to cover cost of the 
artist and meeting room. Participants bring their own pots, plants, and tools 
(shears, tweezers, chopsticks, wire and screening). Soil and moss will be pro-
vided. There will be pots and plants available for purchase at the workshop. 

If you have a particular bonsai for which you would like to create a Kusamono, bring a 
picture and Young will help you design an accent for it. 

To register for the workshop, contact Patty Myrick, verdillia@comcast.net, 503-319-

3212. Or register at the Cashier’s Desk at our monthly meetings. Participation is limited to 
12 people. For more information about Young Choe and the art of Kusamono, visit her web-
site at: www.kusamonochoe.com.  

 

Gerri Chanler 

Young Choe 

2017 Kusamono workshop at Scott Elser’s home: Alan Taft, Young Choe, Paul Krasner, Gerri 

Chanler, Patty Myrick, Chris Julhes, Jan Hettick and Scott Elser  
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Bonsai Society of  
Portland  
T-shirt 

Announcing the Official 2019 BSOP Tee 
Shirt, an electric design by our very own Scott 
Elser! This is a One-Time Special Offer. The 
shirts will not be available after the April 23, 
2019 BSOP meeting, so don’t delay. Delivery 
will be made at the May 28 meeting. 

You can purchase your shirt at the March 26 
and April 23 meetings, or order yours on line at: 

https://www.portlandbonsai.org/bsop-tee-shirt-1 

The shirts are Gildan 50/50 cotton/polyester. 
The shirts will be dark blue heather with front 
design of the BSOP logo in orange; the back is plain. Men’s sizes only, from small to 3XL. 
Priced at $20 each.  

You can also reach the website order page through the BSOP website, Resources, Mem-
ber Services. You’ll have to log in. If you’ve forgotten your password, let me know. I can 
reassign. Alternatively, you can send a note with your name and size, along with a check for 
$20 payable to BSOP, c/o Jan Hettick, 6707 SW Pine Street, Portland, OR 97223. Must be 
received prior to April 23. Call with questions – 503-504-7760. 

Jan Hettick janhettick@comcast.net 
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Bonsai Travels 

My husband, Tom, and I recently had the opportunity to travel to Japan with Bjorn 
Bjorholm and his wife, Nanxi on a tour sponsored by Bonsai Empire. I would like to share a 
few impressions and highlights from this once-in-a-lifetime trip.  

 I had never been to Japan, so all the unusual cultural aspects were noticeable and some-
times appreciated, sometimes not; the language is hard to read and communication in general 
can be difficult. Our hotel room was comfortable, but presented several challenges, including 
no English language TV, a tricky thermostat, and the intriguing and faintly alarming multi-
function toilet. The breakfast choices were novel, including many difficult to identify options, 
but we were both eager to embrace the cultural differences and now that we're back in the 
states I miss my morning tofu with miso and green tea.   

 The group of 30 that we were a part of, were an interesting cross section of bonsai aficio-
nados from across the globe. Brazil, Scotland, Great Britain, Malta, Australia, Puerto Rico 
and Wisconsin were all represented, and, excluding the occasional tolerant spouse, we all 
shared a passion for bonsai and bonsai related subjects. At least for me, that connection was 
an exciting yet familiar feeling that overcame any minor cultural or language challenges. We 
had bonsai in common and the creative and open mindset that often seems to come with bon-
sai practitioners was apparent and appreciated. It made for delightful traveling companions.  

Our guided itinerary was nicely designed to highlight historical sites for the first day or so 
before delving into bonsai, bonsai and more bonsai! Tori gates, famous gardens, World Herit-
age sites and even a really interesting and delicious tour of a sake brewing facility filled our 
first couple of days in Kyoto and surrounding areas. Koju-en Shohin Bonsai Nursery was a 
delightful highlight with many lovely shohin. Sadly, it is pretty much impossible to import 
bonsai into the U.S., with many restrictions including a mandatory 3 year quarantine. I would 
have brought home some great additions to my collection, but had to be satisfied with several 
new shohin pots and a small suiseki.  

  Our group's leader, Bjorn Bjorholm, a globally recognized bonsai professional in his 
own right,  was very knowledgeable about the sites and provided many insights related to the 
bonsai that we were seeing and the purchases we were considering. Sadly, he had to have an 
emergency appendectomy, but his extremely capable wife, Nanxi, filled in for the 2 days 
(only!) or so that he was incapacitated.  

We moved on to Tokyo via the Shinkansen Bullet train and had a free afternoon to ex-
plore this huge and fascinating city; Tom and  I figured out the public transportation and 
made our way to a lovely small woodblock museum, The Ota Memorial Museum of Art, that 
had a phenomenal Ohara Koson exhibit. Tokyo was initially overwhelming to me, but I 
quickly came to appreciate the amazing aspects of the city and ended up loving and appreciat-
ing our time there.  

   The Kokufu-ten Japanese National Bonsai Exhibition was billed as our trip's highlight 
and did not disappoint! This took place at the Tokyo Metropolitan Art Museum, in two full 
day blocks, separated by a day that allowed the museum to set up the next section of the ex-
hibit. The Kokufu is a judged, globally recognized exhibit of approximately 300 trees shown 
in two separate parts of 150 or so. The trees are not billed as "professional"; they are owned 
by regular people, aka " clients ", but are typically styled, cared for, and submitted by often 
prominent bonsai professionals. Competition and fees are steep just to be accepted into the 
show. We met a gentleman standing in line who remarked with pride that he had two trees in 
the Kokufu 20 years ago. The placards in front of the trees indicate only the owner's name,  
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but the professional bonsai artists that have helped to win a place for their client's trees in the 
show are well known. Reputations are made (and lost) according to the tree's acceptance into 
the show, not to mention the various individual awards. This exhibit marked the 93rd year of 
the Kokufu-ten. It was exciting, with many fans in attendance, and a palpable sense of admira-
tion for the trees , owners and artists involved. The displays usually included a kusamono, and 
some had lovely suiseki as accompaniment, but the background was uniformly white, with no 
opportunity for scrolls, etc.  

Tom and I had just finished reading Michael Hagedorn's book, "Post-Dated", that focuses 
on his years as an apprentice to bonsai master Shinji Suzuki, so when we saw Mr. Suzuki greet-
ing various people near the entrance, we introduced ourselves and mentioned Michael (and 
Portland). We couldn't really chat due to language challenges, but he was welcoming and cer-
tainly brightened at hearing Michael Hagedorn's name. Later we learned that he was responsi-
ble for award winning trees in both sections of this year's Kokufu!  

The day between Part 1 and Part 2 of the Kokufu was tremendous. We started out at 
Masahiko Kimura's spectacular garden where we enjoyed viewing so many incredible trees and 
compositions that my head was spinning! Mr. Kimura was there and was extremely generous 
with his time, making us feel welcome. Needless to say, the grounds, trees, ponds, greenhouses, 
etc., were all impeccable and inspired. It was hard to believe your eyes. We moved on to the 
Omiya Bonsai Village in the afternoon, where we visited more nurseries and the VERY impres-
sive Omiya Bonsai Museum. Wow!  

 The next day, after viewing the second half of the Kokufu, we visited Kunio Kobayashi's 
world famous Shunka-en Bonsai Museum in Edo-gawa Tokyo. This was amazing; a dream spot 
that had it all. The bonsai were world class (he has won the Prime Minister's award three sepa-
rate times). The garden, koi and buildings were all examples of Japanese design at it's finest.  

There was a fellow traveler on our trip from Amsterdam who had studied this garden for 
years. He had incorporated design ideas into his own garden, taking inspiration from the ma-
sonry, fencing, woodwork, etc. I could tell that it was an emotional experience for him to be 
standing in the place he had probably envisioned himself standing many times over the years. 
This was one of the few nurseries that had space for formal displays, and it was a real delight to 
experience some of these magnificent trees in their own dedicated areas, or tokonoma, dis-
played with appropriate scrolls, stands and kusamono or suiseki. The apprentices here were 
very enthusiastic and friendly, sending us on our way with waving flags and cheerful goodbyes.  

 So here's my take-away; the Bonsai Society of Portland has a reputation for innovation that 
is known and appreciated across the globe. I don't think it's surprising to hear that we're living 
in an area that has many more opportunities for club and mentor support than the norm. I spoke 
with people from Great Britain, and Australia who were willing to drive hours and hours to at-
tend meetings and workshops that we have almost literally at our fingertips. Others only had 
support available through conventions or the internet. I think that shows an incredible dedica-
tion and thirst for knowledge on their part. It also makes it very obvious that what (and who) 
we have here is special. How fortunate we are!  

Patrice Morrow  
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Step by Step Repotting  
In this month's column we begin a series that revisits a collection of handouts on basic bon-

sai skills. The original were made almost 14 years ago, after my studies with Boon. We have 
learned quite a bit and advanced our bonsai knowledge since that time. So enjoy as we update 
our techniques and principles. I want to thank Tom Fincel of Eugene and Lee Cheatle in their 
help with editing, especially this first handout, Step by Step Repotting. This guide is really 
meant to act as a reminder and checklist as you work through your trees. There are lots of hints 
and techniques. There are so many things not covered here, like how to tie in your trees (about 
a trillion methods), soil composition, pot aesthetics, etc… We hope to address some of those 
with future handouts, as well as other subjects throughout the year.  
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Portland Bonsai Supply  
 

portlandbonsaisupply.com  
 

WIRE - TOOLS - SUPPLIES -  
FERTILIZER - SOILS - POTS  

 

 

Now Stocking JIM GREMEL Annealed 
Copper Wire  

Get Ready For Repotting Season  

Akadama OR Kunuma 17lt  

$35 EA / 2/$67  
 

Owner—Steve Leaming stevenleaming@gmail.com 503-750-4552  
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PRE-BONSAI PLANTS · BONSAI TOOLS 

High-fired Pots ● Mica & Plastic Training Pots 

Wire ● Organic Fertilizers 

Mazama Pumice (1/16-3/8”) 

Diatomite Rock from Nevada, USA 

Superior Black Compost ● Red Cinder Rock (1/4-5/16”) 

 

Est. 1978  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dedicated to growing trees specifical-

ly for bonsai, combining the best of tra-

ditional Japanese techniques with the 

proven technology of the Oregon 

nursery industry.  

In the field: 

Japanese Black pine, Shimpaku 

 Scots Pine, Shore Pine, Mugo 

Trident & Japanese Maples 

Chinese Elms, Japanese Quince 

Ume, Crabapples, Korean Hornbeam 

And others. Come see the result of our 

nebari development process.  

Many varieties of satsuki whips 

Shimpaku from 1 gal to field-

grown 

Many varieties developed for shohin 

styling 

To contact us, please call or email 

Chris & Lisa Kirk ●   

(503) 881-1147 ●  

www.tfarms.com  

Website at www.telfarms.com 
Need supplies?   

Call ahead for delivery  

at BSOP meetings.  

Display at February, 2019 monthly meeting 
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The Bonsai Society of Portland meets on the fourth Tuesday of each month.  
The Milwaukie Center 

5440 SE Kellogg Creek Drive, Milwaukie OR 97222  
Enter parking lot from Rusk Road 

Visitors are always welcome! 
Board of Directors 

President: Joe Johanesen  1st VP-Programs: Reid Parham 

2nd VP-Membership: Jan Hettick  Treasurer: Patty Myrick  
Secretary: Laura Hudson  Past President: Lee Cheatle  
Committee Chairs 

Ambassadors: Keith Wingfield  Newsletter: Peter Pelofske   
Auctions:  Toni Martin   Photographer: Jim Baggett  
Audio/Visual: Lime Allen Raffle: Harold Yearout 
Facilities Coordinator: Reid Parham Social Media: Scott Tice  
Fall Show:  Spring Show: No show in 2019  
Heritage: Steve Leaming, Brandon Myren Summer Picnic: Joe Johanesen  
Hospitality: Harold Yearout Vendor Coordinator: Reid Parham 

Library: Barbara Devitt, Karen VunKannon Volunteer Coordinator: Patrice Morrow 

Mentorship:  Lee Cheatle, Liz Hardy  Webmaster: Karl Holmes  
Contact information is on the BSOP website www.portlandbonsai.org under  

Resources/Member Services/Membership Directory  

6707 SW Pine Street, Portland, OR  97223 


