
  

March 18 10-2 Mentorship 101B(Full) Milwaukie Center  

March 27 6-9pm BSOP monthly meeting, Milwaukie Center  

April 7, Newberg Camellia Festival, Chehalem Cultural Center, Newberg  

April 8 10-2 Mentorship 102 Milwaukie Center  

April 24 6-9pm BSOP monthly meeting, Milwaukie Center  

April 28,29  10-7 Spring Show, Japanese Garden  

May 5,6, Spring Garden Fair, Canby Fairgrounds, Canby  

Upcoming Events 
March 

2018 

Words From Your President  
This President’s message is all about BSOP’s most valuable resource: volunteers. Please 

read below and see what events you can help your club with. You do not need to be a long-time 
member nor an expert in bonsai. No experience is required to help with these positions. We 
hope to hear from you very soon.  

The Rendezvous countdown has begun. T minus 6 months! September will be here before 
we know it. Since we do not have organized meetings during the summer, NOW is the time to 
make your plans for this Fall. Please take the time to visit your BSOP website and click on the 
“Resources” icon. Then click on the “Member Services” icon. You will then have access to the 
“SignUpGenius” icon. Click and choose where and when you want to volunteer for the Rendez-
vous. It’s that easy and your club needs you.  

Okay, speaking of needing volunteers, I am still looking for volunteers to be our Hospitality 
Chairperson for the monthly general meetings. Just contact me if you can help with this. Re-
sponsibilities include making coffee before meetings and coordinating water, cookies and other 
treats to be brought by other members. Until we do find help for this, I can’t promise the arena 
of hospitality will be available; sorry.  

Next needed volunteers: On Saturday, April 7 the BSOP is participating in the Newberg 
Camelia Festival. We are displaying some bonsai for sure and also want to set up a sale table of 
donated, styled trees. If you have a little treasure you can part with, please contact me at 
leecheatle@msn.com.  
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In addition, we need volunteers to work the sale table and to discuss bonsai and the BSOP 
to the guests who are visiting our table; again, please contact me.   

Next up: We are also doing a display and demos for 2 days at the Spring Garden Fair in 
Canby on the weekend of May 5 and 6. To work that event with us…yes again, please, contact 
me, Lee Cheatle: 503-312-4921.  

As you can see we have a lot going on and need your help…and I did not mention the 
Spring Show at the Japanese Garden on the weekend of May 28 and 29! Hoo Boy.  

As always, thank you for your trust, Lee  

Mentorship 102  
Mentorship 102 met on Sunday, March 4. Lee demonstrated repotting a tree from a nursery 

pot to a bonsai pot to 21 bonsai addicts (as Lee affectionately refers to us!) We had to add 2 ex-
tra tables to make room! The group helped him pick out the appropriate pot.  

He demonstrated making screens for the drainage holes, placing the securing wires, root 
pruning, positioning the tree in the pot, tightening the wire to secure the tree, and adding top 
dressing. Lee explained why he was doing what he was doing as he went.  

Roger, Ron and Dave added to Lee’s explanations, and many great questions were an-
swered.  

Then Lee, Roger, Ron, and Dave went around the room giving individual help to those who 
asked for assistance. Thanks to all of you!   

Many thanks to Steve Leaming who was on hand selling high quality tools, pots and sup-
plies at a very reasonable price. This is such a great help, especially during repotting season!   

Mentorship 102 will meet next on Sunday, April 8. By the way, Mentorship 101A meets 
next on March 11, and 101B meets next on March 18.   

Hope to see you there!  Elisabeth (Liz) Hardy  

2018 NW Bonsai Rendezvous Planning Meetin2018 NW Bonsai Rendezvous Planning Meetin2018 NW Bonsai Rendezvous Planning Meetin2018 NW Bonsai Rendezvous Planning Meeting  
Only SIX MONTHS until the Rendezvous!  Time to get serious.  We need YOUR help!   

There will be a Planning Committee meeting for the Rendezvous on Tuesday, March 
20th.  Lee has arranged a meeting room for us at the Benson Hotel, 309 SW Broadway, down-
town Portland.  We will meet in the Windsor Room on the second floor, starting at 6:30pm. Lee 
says parking shouldn’t be a problem at that time of evening.   

All committee chairs are requested to attend, with a short report of your progress, what yet 
needs to be done and what help is needed.  In particular, please come prepared to submit a 
count of tables and chairs that will be needed for your area of responsibility.  If you can't attend, 
please let Jan know and send a report.  
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2018 Spring Exhibit 
This year’s Spring Exhibit will be held as usual at the Japanese Gardens on April 28th and 

29th. Since we are working full steam ahead on the Rendezvous for later in the year, the Spring 
Show will be scaled back to just a single room - that larger one from last year. This will allow 
us to focus on one location to maximize the quality of our exhibit and reduce on the number of 
volunteers needed. The hours will be 10-7 on Saturday and 10-6 on Sunday.  

We are going to be doing some demonstrations with folks working on their own trees, 
showing regular bonsai techniques and maintenance. We will also need some volunteers for tree 
sitting. If you would like to participate in either of these functions, please sign up at the link 
listed below.  

The Newberg Camellia Festival and You 
BSOP is participating with the Newberg Camellia Festival on April 7th from 

9-5. As part of our educational work, we will have a booth with sales and in-

formation along with a display of bonsai and kusamono.  

We need people to:  

•  Set up on Friday the 6th.   

• Be in the booth between 9-5 in shifts.   

• Tear down after the festival.  

For the display we need people to fill three 8 foot tables with either a formal 

display or finished bonsai enough to fill a table.  

We also want to put a Kusamono in each of 12 windows.  

If you can help please email me  tafta24@gmail.com.   

This is quite an event. Go to  newbergcamelliafestival.com to find out more. 

Also one of our members has decorated the place with his own bonsai for 
many years. You don't want to miss them. If you have bonsai or prebonsai 

that you don't need, donate them to the club to sell at this show.   

Thanks,  

Alan Taft  

This is an OPEN MEETING, where other interested BSOP members are invited to at-
tend.  Please RSVP PRIOR TO MARCH 18 to Jan if you plan to come.  We still have a couple 
of chair positions open, including someone to manage the signage prior to the convention and 
someone to manage preparation of the tables for the meals on Saturday and Sunday.  In addition 
to these two key positions there are, literally, hundreds of other jobs that need to be 
done.  Please see the article in this newsletter from Patrice Morrow, our Volunteer Coordinator.  

Jan Hettick, Rendezvous Co-Chair, janhettick@comcast.net, tel. 503-504-7760  
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2018 Northwest Bonsai Rendezvous Volunteer Registration  
We have completed our volunteer registration web site for the upcoming 2018 Northwest 

Bonsai Rendezvous that will take place on September 14th, 15th, and 16th of this year.  

As always, the success of this event depends on your willingness to volunteer!  

Here's the link for the Sign Up Genius website: 

 http://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0445ada62ba3fb6-2018   

This link will take you to the 2018 Northwest Bonsai Rendezvous Sign Up web page. The 
sign up process is easy.  

• Carefully choose the shift that you would like and click on the box that appears next to the 
job, labeled SIGN UP. 

• Choose as many jobs as you like. 

• Then go to the bottom of the page and click on SUBMIT & SIGN UP. 

• This will take you to the next page where you either verify your name and email or enter 
this info where indicated. (Your email will remain  confidential)  

• Then click on the SIGN UP NOW icon, and you're done!  

Your name will appear on the Sign Up web site under the shift that you've signed up for. 
Prior to the event, you will receive an email reminding you of your shift time and day. If your 
circumstances change, you can always go back to the web site and remove your name.  

In addition, there is a link on the BSOP web site, under member services, for Rendezvous 
volunteers. Please contact me with any questions.  

Patrice Morrow,  
BSOP Rendezvous Volunteer Coordinator  

Please note that the schedules for these volunteer duties are different each day. Also keep in 
mind that parking is limited near the garden. Volunteers will be admitted free at the front gate.  

Volunteer Sign Ups at  

www.SignUpGenius.com/go/20F0445ADA62BA3FB6-bonsai  

Scott Elser  

Chamaecyparis obtusa/
Hinoki Cypress by Luis 
Vallejo. Bonsai pot: 
Rock Landscape  

From bonsai4me.com 
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FERTILIZER  
Portland Rose Society 5-4-4 organic fertilizer with mycorrhizae is a specially blended or-

ganic fertilizer proven to be effective for bonsai, as well as other ornamental yard plants. The 
pelletized fertilizer comes in 20 pound bags, selling for $18 per bag (higher price due to in-
creased cost of mycorrhizae).  

Pre-order prior to Sunday, March 25, for delivery at the March 27 meeting. If you ordered 
fertilizer for delivery at the February meeting but were unable to pick it up, please re-order for 
March delivery. Contact Bill Hettick, 503-936-5629 or bhettickco@comcast.net.  

Promotion of  flowering in azaleas by manipu-
lating photoperiod and temperature induces 
epigenetic alterations during floral transition 

Abstract   
The ability to control the timing of flowering is a key strategy for planning production in 

ornamental species such as the azalea; however, this requires a thorough understanding of floral 
induction pathways. DNA methylation is one of the main mechanisms involved in controlling 
the functional state of chromatin and gene expression in response to environmental and devel-
opmental signals. This work investigated the promotion of flowering in azaleas by the manipu-
lation of environmental factors, using DNA methylation levels as a marker of floral bud devel-
opment. The results showed that the change of long-day (LD) to short-day (SD) photoperiod is 
the primary factor responsible for floral induction in azaleas, whereas the existence of the previ-
ous cold period as well as the physiological memory are factors which improve floral produc-
tion. Furthermore, for blooming to take place, 1300 units of growing degree days under an LD 
were necessary. The promotion of flowering in azaleas by alterations of photoperiod and tem-
perature induced DNA methylation changes. The demethylation observed after the change from 
LD to SD is linked to a change in cell fate which is necessary for floral transition to take place 
and seems to be associated with the floral signal.  

For the complete article, go to the link https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/21569038.    

Paul Krasner 

March Haiku 
Mountain lake is quiet  

Snow and ice melting away  

Beavers change diet.  

Ron Yasenchak   

March 
The month of March 

Cold rain 

Brisk wind 

Some sunny warmth 

Indecision 

Transition 

Donna B.  
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Annual Physical 
The first and most important thing that I learned from my studies with Boon was that the 

health and vigor of the tree were preeminent. Without a strong tree, all of the wonderful tech-
nique that I was learning was of no use, and maybe harmful to the tree. That was a fact that I 
soon proved true with a very nice Subalpine Fir. I still miss that tree, as I had collected it with 
my Grandfather, the person who started me in bonsai. It was so long ago that I can’t accurately 
recollect the tree’s health before I started. I certainly styled it aggressively, but with no visible 
cracks or tears. After flushing out with spring growth, it promptly turned brown and collapsed. 
That was well before Akadama, proper soil, and proper technique, and it was planted into a tall, 
moisture sucking cascade pot. Since then, I have been working to identify when trees are 
healthy and strong and able to respond positively to any bonsai technique I apply, whether it’s 
bending, pruning, decandling, repotting, or even just spraying. 

A question that comes up frequently is whether to repot a sick tree to get it healthier. That is 
pretty much a resounding NO. Think of it this way. You are having some health challenges and 
the doctors tells you that if you drink more water, get a little more exercise, eat a little better 
and drop a few pounds you will be just fine. The other option is open-heart surgery, which may 
or may not be successful. Which would you prefer and what would make you healthier in the 
end? I personally would not be choosing to go under the knife. So before you repot, ask your-
self if instead you can monitor water more closely? Maybe you should be checking morning 
and evening instead of once a day? Or maybe just paying closer attention each time you water. 
If it’s lacking moisture, maybe you soak it down twice each watering session to get better satu-
ration. Or maybe it’s backing off until the next round.  

I have been able to really make a difference by paying closer attention to each plant, even 
the same size species in the same size pot. It really does help. That said, we DO repot in order 
to build up the strength of an existing tree. That might include moving a tree from a collection 
container, or a nursery pot into a bonsai container. It may also include moving a tree up or 
down in pot size to move it along in its development. But the point is to only repot a reasonably 
healthy tree and giving it what it needs to be successful.  

Another factor in the equation is sunlight. I was in Ashland with the Southern Oregon group 
awhile back and a gentleman had a very large and wonderful Black Pine. I told him that it could 
use more sun and he admitted that his yard was mostly shade. Some folks interpreted that to 
mean that I was saying it was unhealthy. It was not. It was just the right shade of green, and had 
good buds. But the needles were longish, and more importantly the internodes were very long.  

More sun will actually allow the tree to gather it’s needed resources in a smaller area, which 
translates to shorter needle and internode length. That also means that the quality of the solar 
energy the tree is collecting is much higher, enabling it to build the necessary energy to back 
bud and build a more compact tree. So just getting your tree more sunlight can really boost it’s  
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energy. The problem can be that you just get way too much sun come July and August, and then 
it’s time to break out the shade cloth. But the trees will thank you with lush, verdant growth. 

The single biggest indicator of tree health coming out of winter dormancy is the size of the 
new buds. Relative size indicates how much energy the tree has built up. You may have dense 
foliage, but if the buds are small, the tree is weak. It may have been that the tree put on some 
great growth the last couple of years, but at the end of last season it ran into troubles. Maybe it 
got to dry during the summer and weakened the roots, or not enough fertilizer, or it got shaded 
out. Something happened to stress it out. On the other hand, a tree might have had a rather weak 
showing in spring, but built up strength in its sparse foliage because the watering, fertilizing, 
and sun light you gave it were spot on. So, what exactly would that look like?  

The clearest examples are the buds of a Japanese Black Pine. On an untrained or nursery 
stock tree it’s very easy to compare the branch tips. At the apex they will be a creamy white, 
with a nice stiff point. There will likely be a very large bud surrounded by many smaller, but 
equally white buds. Down towards the bottom of the tree, or on the interior, where the buds are 
likely weaker, they will be a darker color, maybe reddish, with a rounded tip, and much smaller 
size. There is also likely just a single bud. The difference is very dramatic.  

That differing bud strength is what we are trying to balance with our pruning and decan-
dling techniques. So pines are really obvious, but many species are not. There are some species 
that I grow where I cannot see any buds or tell if the branch is alive until they start growing in 
the spring. That makes things very challenging, but each year my eye gets trained a bit sharper.  

On deciduous trees, you will likely see large, fat buds on the tips and upper portion of the 
bonsai, but as you work in towards the interior, they start to weaken. You may see internode 
sites where a microscopic dormant bud exists, but there is no sign of them, and nothing to acti-
vate them. Take a look at the fatness of the branches. Shoots which have grown thick and 
coarse will have many more and larger buds than the thinner and weaker branches. This means 
that most of the trees strength will be concentrated in those thicker shoots. That may help us if 
we are trying to thicken the trunk or a certain branch. If not, it really serves to weaken the other 
branches if not addressed.  

Black pine apex buds Black pine lower side bud 
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Shop Online at DallasBonsai.com 

World’s Largest Selection of  Bonsai Supplies, Tools, and More 

 • Bonsai Tools • Plastic Pots & Trays 

 • Bonsai Soils • Tokoname & Ceramics 

 • Fertilizers • Bonsai Training Wire 

 • Chemicals • Complete Starter Kits 

 • Books • Bonsai Trees & Material 

The good news is that those strong shoots indicate that the overall health of the tree is 
strong. By pruning these strong branches back to one node for opposite branching species, like 
maples (two buds, one on each side), or two buds for alternating species (most of the other de-
ciduous trees) we can control and even out the branch strength. Leave the weaker branches 
longer and with more buds. I rarely, if ever, regret cutting out those coarser sections of 
branches.  

For conifers, foliage is another great indication of health. Remember that you want to look 
at the total needle mass. That means that roughly ten needles that are 2” long have the same 
strength and solar capacity as twenty, 1” needles. Make sense? For trees in development, you 
may have areas that you decandled or otherwise pruned and end up with needles of varying 
length for the short term. Feel the needles. Are they crisp and cool? That’s a great indication of 
health, as well as their color. A deeper color relative to the species is stronger. Anything stray-
ing towards a yellow or pale color is weaker.  

Strong trees are also occupying the entire pot with roots. This is a great indicator of 
strength. The denser the root system, the more gas in the tank the tree has for styling work. Dur-
ing this time of repotting, it’s a great time to examine the strength of the root system and make 
any corrections needed. One of the best indicators of root strength is the amount of water taken 
up by the tree. During the growing season, if the tree is utilizing all the water you give it at any 
one time, the tree is in balance and chugging right along. 

Here’s to a great growing year ahead! Scott Elser  
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Portland Bonsai Supply  
 

portlandbonsaisupply.com 
 

WIRE - TOOLS - SUPPLIES - FERTILIZER - SOILS - POTS  

New Expanded Tool Inventory  

Over 35 tools available - Black Steel and Stainless Steel - 7” & 8” length  

Akadama / Kanuma 17lt  

(Local Pickup Prices)  

$34 ea  2/$65  5/$150  
 

Owner—Steve Leaming 503-750-4552  
TABLE AT THE BSOP MONTHLY MEETING  
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PRE-BONSAI PLANTS · BONSAI TOOLS 

High-fired Pots ● Mica & Plastic Training Pots 

Wire ● Organic Fertilizers 

Mazama Pumice (1/16-3/8”) 

Diatomite Rock from Nevada, USA 

Superior Black Compost ● Red Cinder Rock (1/4-5/16”) 

Est. 1978  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dedicated to growing trees specifi-

cally for bonsai, combining the best of 

traditional Japanese techniques with 

the proven technology of the Oregon 

nursery industry.  

In the field: 

Japanese Black pine, Shimpaku 

 Scots Pine, Shore Pine, Mugo 

Trident & Japanese Maples 

Chinese Elms, Japanese Quince 

Ume, Crabapples, Korean Hornbeam 

And others. Come see the result of our 

nebari development process.  

Many varieties of satsuki whips 

Shimpaku from 1 gal to field-

grown 

Many varieties developed for shohin 

styling 

To contact us, please call or email 

Chris & Lisa Kirk ●   

(503) 881-1147 ●  

www.tfarms.com  

Website at www.telfarms.com 
Need supplies?   

Call ahead for delivery  

at BSOP meetings.  

 

Red Pine / Ponderosa on volcanic rock.  

From Crataegus.com  
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The Bonsai Society of Portland meets on the fourth Tuesday of each month.  

The Milwaukie Center 
5440 SE Kellogg Creek Drive, Milwaukie OR 97222  

Enter parking lot from Rusk Road 
Visitors are always welcome! 

Board of Directors 
President: Lee Cheatle  VP-Programs: Michael “Lime” Allen  
VP-Membership: Jan Hettick  Treasurer: John Thomas  
Secretary: Patty Myrick  Past President: Jan Hettick  
Committee Chairs 
Auctions:  Toni Martin   Databases: Jan Hettick   
Heritage: Steve Leaming, Brandon Myren Hospitality: Patty Myrick    
Library: Barbara Devitt  Mentorship 1A: George Biddle  
Mentorship 1B: Brandon Myren Mentorship: Lee Cheatle, Liz Hardy 
Newsletter: Peter Pelofske   Photographer: Brian Lonstad   
Program Facilitator: Reid Parham Raffle: Harold Yearout  
Social Media: Scott Tice  Ambassadors: Keith Wingfield   
Webmaster: Karl Holmes  
Contact information is on the BSOP website www.portlandbonsai.org.  

6707 SW Pine Street, Portland, OR  97223 


