
  

March 19  10am-2pm Mentorship 101A Milwaukie Center 

March 26 10am-2pm Mentorship 101B Milwaukie Center  

March 28 6 pm, program at 7, BSOP monthly meeting Milwaukie Center  

April  2 10am-2pm Mentorship 102 Milwaukie Center  

Upcoming Events 

Words From Your President  
Non-emergency notification: it is untrue that Spring has been stolen by the Russians; it is 

just a rumor. If we stay patient, it will eventually arrive…I promise.  

Now, on the more thoughtful side of things: 

I very often discuss with our members, why is it, that the BSOP has continued to grow so 
well over the last, say, 20 odd years of their 51-year history? With any reason, it is usually a 
multitude of things that create the chemistry of something. Here are a few of the contributions 
that members have discussed with me. 

The overall mild weather/climate is bonsai friendly…the access to so many trees in our re-
gion…the large influx of bonsai professionals to the greater Portland area…our natural friendly 
NW community…hardworking individuals and committees…our core mantra; teaching the 
public about the art of bonsai…our mentorship programs…fantastic volunteering…the quality 
facilities we use…the inviting, kind members themselves. Wow, quite a quick list; I am sure 
there are many, many more. 

But, three days ago, I had two conversations, one day apart, with two members and both 
brought up the same important reality that had not occurred to me before. What, what. What is 
it Lee? 

EASY…the BSOP makes it easy for someone to learn bonsai, to fit in, to feel comfortable, 
to acquire trees. To feel safe! Of course, all the aforementioned reasons, are a big part as well. 
But today, and probably for some time to come, I will grasp onto the word easy, what it means 
to our members, how it may be responsible for our success and where it can lead us as we con-
tinue to develop the society that we have become so well known for. 

Thanks to all of you who have contributed to the 5 decades of our BSOP history and its 
large influence in educating people about the beautiful art of bonsai. 

As always, thank you for your trust, Lee  

 

March 
2017 
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BSOP Programming for March 
Welcome to the next chapter in our growth as bonsai enthusiasts. The month of March starts 

our collaboration with Bonsai Mirai and a structured learning program. Over the course of this 
year we are going to touch on everything from proper horticulture practices to bonsai design, 
and everything in between. Ryan Neil will be helping to guide our journey with his wealth of 
knowledge. For those of you who do not know Mr. Neil, he has a degree in horticulture and 
spent six years of his life in Japan studying under Mr. Masahiko Kimura. Ryan brings a style of 
teaching unlike anyone else. Come prepared to learn and laugh. 

This month also begins the launch of a new learning tool through (Live.BonsaiMirai.com). 
Our meetings over the next year will be recorded and made available to all club members. Start-
ing March 14, Live.BonsaiMirai.com will be live streaming every Tuesday with interactive in-
structional learning. From now on you will be able to log on to Mirai’s webpage and interact 
with Ryan while he teaches.  

There are a ton of events in the works for the bonsai community for this spring, so please 
keep a lookout for emails and keep an eye on our webpage for announcements. 

As a club we did a great job last month cleaning up after the monthly meeting and I would 
like to thank those who got their hands dirty and helped. We are a team and a true team spirit 
was alive at the last meeting. As we keep this same spirit alive, the workload will be a much 
easier burden for all. I look at BSOP as a family that shares a love of bonsai, and I felt the love 
of that family with all of your help, so thank you. 

If anyone has any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact me anytime. 

Sincerely,  Michael “Lime” Allen , VP-Programs, 586-879-9526Lime1299@gmail.com   

 Mentorship 102 
On March 5, Lee brought the club’s big 3-screen sifter to Mentorship 102. Lee, Steve, and 

Dave did the bulk of the sifting and bagging of Boon soil for the members to purchase. The 
components of Boon soil are 1 part cinder, 1 part pumice, 1 part Akadama, and ½ cup horticul-
tural charcoal (per 5 gal bucket). These ingredients are sifted to remove dust and tiny particles 
which make the soil too dense for adequate oxygen to get to the roots, impeding good drainage.  

After finished making soil, we moved inside to start repotting. Lee, Dennis, Lime, and Dave 
helped us with repotting as well as styling and pruning our trees. Steve was on hand selling pots 
and tools, which was so handy for those of us who didn’t have everything we needed!  

Mentorship 102 will meet next on April 2 from 10:00-2:00 at the Milwaukie Center in the 
Oregon Grape Room. Andrew Robson, Michael Hagedorn’s apprentice will lead the group. His 
topic will be bonsai physiology and deciduous growth management. Why do we cut where we 
cut? What are our goals in bonsai development? Andrew will talk about the physiology behind 
our bonsai work. He will cover how plant hormones and sugars influence where we prune, and 
discuss how the balance and imbalance of plant energy work to refine bonsai. He will also dis-
cuss fertilizers, watering, and other pruning techniques. Be thinking about which trees you want 
bring. Bring elongating deciduous, along with lots of questions!    

Happy Bonsai to you! Elisabeth Hardy (Liz)  
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Mentorship Program  
2017 meeting dates  

March 19 Mentorship 101A 

March 26 Mentorship 101B 
April  2 Mentorship 102 
April 9 Mentorship 101A 
April 30 Mentorship 101B 
May 7 Mentorship  102 
May 14 Mentorship 103 
June 4 Mentorship  102 
June 11 Mentorship 103 
July & August  No Mentorship  
September 3 Mentorship  102 
October 1 Mentorship  102 
October 8 Mentorship  101A 
October 15 Mentorship  101B 
November 5 Mentorship  102 
November 12 Mentorship  101A 
November 19 Mentorship  101B 
December No Mentorship  

March Haiku 
Moonlight mist falls cold  

Tomorrow comes in silence  

Relax-peace unfolds  

Ron Yasenchak   

Scott's Branch Tips On Website  
Scott Elser's great monthly articles, Scott's Branch Tips, have now been 

compiled into an indexed, searchable blog on the BSOP website.  The Branch 

Tips are available to club members upon login.  See the Member Services 
page, under Resources.  Talk about a GREAT RESOURCE!  Other articles will 

soon be reviewed and put into a similar searchable format.  

Membership Roster 
 With the creation of the new website and its easy-to-access Member Services sec-

tion with a current membership directory, the Board decided not to produce a member-
ship roster booklet for 2016.  The directory on the website is searchable, and provides 
phone numbers and/or email addresses for most members according to their authoriza-

tion.   

A complete directory can be downloaded as a PDF document.  Anyone who is un-
able to access member contact information on the website may call Jan Hettick, 503-504
-7760, and I will send you a printed copy.  It just won’t be in the traditional booklet 

form. 

Fertilizer  
Portland Rose Society 5-4-4 organic fertilizer 

with mycorrhizae is a specially blended organic fer-
tilizer proven to be effective for bonsai, as well as 
other ornamental yard plants. The pelletized fertil-
izer comes in 20 pound bags, selling for $17 per 
bag.   

Pre-order for delivery at the March 28 meeting: 
contact Bill Hettick, 503-936-5629 
or bhettickco@comcast.net.  
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Japanese Garden Show  
Our annual Spring Show is scheduled for April 22nd and 23rd at the Japanese Gardens of 

Portland. This is just three weeks after the grand reopening of the Japanese Gardens and will be 
the first major event held there. The two indoor spaces we will be using flank the new plaza and 
have glass on two sides. Anyone entering the Gardens will pass right by the bonsai display. The 
show will be a little smaller than we are accustomed too, but there will also be bonsai on loan 
from BSOP members adjacent to our exhibit in the garden’s new, permanent bonsai gallery.  

The indoor displays will be able to use our formal wooden stands, and other trees that are 
outside have yet to be determined. The outdoor trees will need to be larger ones, but that should 
not be a problem. I hope that you are getting a tree or two ready. Since we missed last year, we 
should have plenty to make an exciting and fresh exhibit. Please send a photo if you have a tree 
that you would like to display.  

We will be wrapping up all the plans in the next few weeks, included schedules for volun-
teer tree watchers and demonstrators, and should have a sign up sheet at the next meeting. Keep 
watching your newsletter for more information.   

Scott Elser 

Ligustrum ovalifolium/Common Privet  from Bonsai4Me Harry Harrington 
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2018 NW Bonsai Rendezvous 
Can you believe? It’s only 5½ months until we launch registration for BSOP’s 2018 NW 

Bonsai Rendezvous. Only 17½ months until the actual event – September 14-16, 2018, at the 
Milwaukie Community  Center. Progress is being made toward organizing a truly unconven-
tional bonsai convention, but… 

WE NEED YOUR HELP! 
An event the caliber of which Portland has become famous will need the participation of the 

WHOLE CLUB! We have an excellent core committee responsible for initial planning, but 
there are still several key committees that need chairs. More details at the end of this article. 

The Rendezvous website is nearing completion, and should be available for viewing within 
a couple of weeks. Until it is fully operational, though, let us explain the plan: The 2018 NW 
Bonsai Rendezvous will feature three full days of great activities, from Friday morning through 
Sunday evening. Top billing, of course, will go to the World Class Bonsai Exhibit, which will 
feature some of Portland’s best and most exciting bonsai. 

Guest artists are being selected from the considerable talent found right here in the Pacific 
Northwest. Confirmed so far are Ryan Neil, Michael Hagedorn, Matt Reel, Bobby Curttright, 
David DeGroot, Joe Harris III, Scott Elser, and Dennis Vojtilla. Several more will be added 
soon, including many of our own members. 

Friday and Saturday will focus on workshops, including a field trip or two. Most of the trees 
will be selected by or provided by the guest artists, thus ensuring high quality material. So far 
we have confirmation for Satsuki azaleas, Shore pines, Mountain hemlocks, green Atlas cedars 
and Oregon Pinot Noir grapes. The search is on for many more, including yamadori (wild col-
lected), unusual species and deciduous trees. 

Sunday morning will see a “Super Critique”, with Ryan, Michael, Matt and Bobby on stage 
together to discuss their favorite tree(s) from the exhibit. Sunday afternoon is a new event, the 
NW Bonsai Rodeo. No, we don’t ride, rope or hogtie the trees, but we will have lots of things 
going on. The main room will be set up “roundtable” style, with workshops, demos and lectures 
all going on at the same time. You can register for one table and have a mini-workshop or you 
can wander among the tables and watch what’s going on around you. 

The Marketplace will provide a wide variety of bonsai materials and bonsai related items – 
a fantastic opportunity to get those top quality tools, one-of-a-kind pots, starter trees or devel-
oped bonsai. The Marketplace will open Friday evening with a Vendor Reception, where you 
can concentrate on shopping without worrying about missing a workshop or demo. 

What is truly different about this convention is its location. No expensive high-rise hotel to 
run up the registration fee. Attendees may choose their lodging according to their preference. 
Meals will also be individually selected – buy as many or as few as you want. Brown bags are 
welcome. The idea is to make the event affordable to a wider range of participants and hope-
fully attract people who have never before attended a convention. 
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The Return of Mentorship 103 and More 
I will start with an apology to members who attended Mentorship 103 and then had it 

dropped. In order to have space for the more than double count in the 101 classes, over 35 stu-
dents, we found it necessary to temporarily discontinue the 103 slot. This pushed the 103 group 
into the 102 group and has made for a very large class. Not fair to the students or the instructors 
but again, at the time necessary. 

The good news is, that starting in May, we will continue with the 103 classes. The dates will 
be May 14 and June 11. We usually do not have a 102 or 103 in July and August but this year 
we are going to do field trips in those months. Information will be forthcoming. 

October will be the new start of 101 mentorships and I have set aside the Oregon Grape 
Room for a 101A and B, anticipating we will have the need. If the need does not reach fruition, 
then we will use the space for 103. Also, if I can find a leader for 103 I would be able to ap-
prove its permanence and we would then have 4 mentorships each month. 

Also of special note, Andrew Robson will be leading the 102 class in April and June; sub-
ject to be announced. In addition, he is working on a special field trip for either July or August. 

Last, I am planning to do another Little Nash Crater, black lava cinder, field trip in either 
July or August. 

Students, thanks for your continuing support of our programs. 

Instructors, thanks to you and your dedication, we are producing more educated members at 
a faster rate than ever before and that equates to a higher retention rate of new members. 

Thanks for your trust, Lee 

Mentorship classes meet at: The Milwaukie Center, Oregon Grape Room, 10am to 2pm 

We always appreciate early arrivals to help set up and also appreciate the students staying to 
clean up at the end of the 4 hours.  

Now, back to business: Committees still needing leadership include coordinators for 
the workshops, the critiques and the Rodeo, someone to organize the Friday and Satur-
day evening events, as well as the Sunday morning program. We need someone to keep 
track of volunteers, someone to work with the graphics chair to order convention pins, 
someone to ride herd on signage. There are many other jobs that will come up as we get 
closer to September 2018. If you want to know a committee’s general responsibilities, 
check out the Convention How-To Book in the Member Services section of the BSOP 

website. It was designed for 2012, but many items still apply. 

So, be sure to mark your calendar to save the dates, and give us a call to see how you 

can help make the 2018 NW Bonsai Rendezvous a rousing success. 

Lee Cheatle  Jan Hettick  

leecheatle@msn.com  janhettick@comcast.net 

503-579-5317  503-504-7760 
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Air Layering Tips  
It is a little surprising to me, but one of the more frequent questions I get asked about is air 

layering – the process of re-growing roots on a tree, either to create a bonsai from a landscape 
tree, reposition existing roots and planting angle, or making more a more attractive radial root 
base. I have successfully performed the procedure on many trees including Japanese Maples 
and Crabapples. Sometimes I keep both the top and bottom after separation, but my primary 
goal is always the top, it seems.  

All of the trees I have air-layered have been existing bonsai, and were always in a pot al-
ready. I haven’t actually performed the procedure in a landscape tree. These are essential tips to 
make you successful. For a more complete explanation of the process, consult another resource 
such as the excellent magazine articles and many bonsai books in the library, or even online.  

The first thing we have to understand is what is going on inside the tree itself. Water is 
transported up to the leaves through the center core of the tree – the xylem, and nutrients flow 
down to the roots via a thin layer on the outside of the tree just under the bark - the phloem. 
With air layering, we are interrupting the flow of nutrients from the leaves down to the roots. 
With no place for the nutrients to go and with the optimal environment provided, the tree begins 
to send out new roots to feed itself. Since we leave the xylem intact, the tree has plenty of mois-
ture to maintain itself.  

Taking this information into account, the best time to begin an air layer is when the leaves 
have hardened off and are pumping nutrients downward. This tends to be about May. With 
many species, we would then be able to separate the tree later in the fall. Some species like 
conifers may take more than one season to root. Some trees will not root at all, so do your re-
search. 

Here then, are the tips. Be sure to remove a bark ring with a width at least the diameter of 
the trunk. Also critical is making the cut at the new potting angle you wish the tree to be at. The 
new roots will grow right on this upper cut line. After the cut, an option is to wrap a wire snug 
up against the top cut line. Wrap this wire around twice and tighten well so that you can com-
pletely cut off the sap flow. I like aluminum because it’s thicker. I had a beech jump the cut and 
wire both, and then re-fuse together. So make sure you get it cleaned out adequately. 

I use rooting hormone in a powder form. But it doesn’t stay so well. The solution is to make 
a paste by adding a little water and then spread it on the wound. It only needs to go on the upper 
cut line. 

The next hint is a biggie. I slice a plastic pot down one side and then cut a hole the diameter 
of the trunk in the bottom so that I can fit this new pot around the air layer area. I make plans to 
either wire the pot back together once on the tree, or duct tape it together. I recommend wire all 
the way around the pot as the easiest method with little risk of failure. 
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Now that my pot is ready, I apply the hormone to the wound. Then I wrap a layer of sphag-
num moss around the wound and tie it on tightly with raffia. This keeps constant moisture on 
the cut site and the extra pressure seems to help. Once this is done, I mount my pot in the proper 
position, usually with wire hanging from branches, and sometimes propped up with chopsticks. 
It must be immobile. The remainder of the pot is then filled with regular potting soil. This set-
up means that I can separate the tree at the appropriate time and not repot it for another year, 
allowing the new roots to grow undisturbed. This contraption may look really odd for a year, 
but it works great. 

When I go to repot in the future, I use a piece of plywood and screw it into the base of the 
new air layer. This stabilizes the tree and gives me something to wire the tree into the new pot, 
and is invaluable in protecting the fragile new roots. If you don’t have a quite enough roots fill-
ing the pot at separation time, you might even do this outside, under the plastic pot. And then, 
when the roots have grown two seasons, I can safely pick out the sphagnum moss and introduce 
regular bonsai soil.  

Repotting 
And now, here are just a few quick tips on repotting in general. There are several posts from 

previous year’s Branch Tips that you can review on our website that have more detailed infor-
mation. There is also a summarized step-by-step procedure under Documents and Articles in 
the Member Services section.  

The most important thing that I wanted to mention is all of the rain that we have received. 
Once we take the tree out and prune off the small feeder roots, they have a diminished capacity 
to uptake water. That means that the tree can literally drown in all this nasty Portland wetness. 
We want to provide an evenly moist environment for the tree to recover and begin growing new 
roots. To do this, I try and keep my trees under cover for several weeks after repotting and wa-
ter them only when dry – which right now with foliage barely emerging means only once a 
week or so. 

If you are new to bonsai, beg, grovel, or become an indentured servant and repot with a 
more experienced member. There is no way to adequately explain what roots to cut, or how 
much on this tree and how much on that tree. Or, how do I fasten the tree into the pot? Repot-
ting must be learned by doing it over and over. So volunteer your set of hands for a Saturday 
morning and see how fast you learn.  

Scott Elser 
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Community Outreach from Willamette Valley Bonsai Society 
The Willamette Valley Bonsai Society will be hosting booths at two Community Outreach 

events on March 17, 18, and 19: 

Cherry Blossom Day at the Oregon State Capitol in Salem 
Members of the club are sponsoring a small exhibit and demonstrations throughout the festi-

val, which will be Saturday, March 19, from 10 AM to 2 PM. 

For more than one hundred years the Mid-Valley Valley has held community events cele-
brating the ubiquitous orchards and their annual spring show of pink blossoms. During the 
Cherry Blossom Day, visitors can honor the importance of the cherry industry to our state, take 
in the beauty of the blossoming cherry trees on the Capitol Mall, and celebrate the influence of 
Japanese culture in Oregon. 

The Japanese practice, hanami, is a centuries-old tradition of picnicking under a blooming 
sakura, or cherry tree. If the weather is appropriate, feel free to bring a picnic lunch and practice 
this ancient tradition. Activities for children and families will include games and cherry tasting 
by the Oregon Cherry Growers Inc., calligraphy with Japanese Studies students from Wil-
lamette University, kite flying and building, and even fighting kites. Other activities include 
ikebana, bonsai, and origami displays and demonstrations and Gyotaku (fish printing). Guests 
will also be able to witness a traditional Japanese tea ceremony and watch a kimono fashion 
show. The Japanese Cultural Society will be sponsoring many traditional performances and ex-
hibits, including Taiko drumming, and Japanese chorus, music and dancing. 

Tower tours of the Capitol and “Pioneer Gold Man” will kick off for the season with tour 
times at 10AM, Noon, and 2PM. A botanical tour of the State Capitol State Park will be offered 
at the same times. To learn more about the festival go to www.oregoncapitol.com. 

Mid-Valley Yard, Garden and Home Show 
WVBS is also participating in the Yard, Garden, and Home Show the same weekend at the 

Oregon State Fairgrounds March 17, 18 and 19. We will have an exhibit of our Bonsai trees and 
be demonstrating all three days. 

Chojubai from 
Crataegus.com 
by Michael 
Hagedorn  
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CALL FOR SPEAKERS 
Welcome to Spring! It is that time of the year when BSOP starts receiving requests from 

gardening clubs, nurseries, schools, retirement communities and others for a presentation about 
bonsai and an accompanying display of trees. Some of the nurseries ask for an instructional 
class on basis bonsai design and care. President Cheatle and I have already handled 3 such re-
quests in February. The number of requests is increasing as the reputation of BSOP and the 
public’s knowledge about us expands. I have been asked by President Cheatle to coordinate this 
effort by developing a roster of BSOP members who are willing to undertake these presenta-
tions. The requests are generally for a talk of 1 to 1 1/2 hours accompanied by a display of a 
few trees and a Q and A period of 15 to 30 minutes. If a request is for an instructional class, 
team presentations are always a consideration.  

If you are willing to share your bonsai knowledge and display a few of your trees to help 
further BSOP's mission to educate and promote our art, please contact me at keithwing-
field@aol.com, call me at (503) 538-6118 or contact me at one of the club meetings or mentor-
ship programs. This is a simple and fun activity that helps to promote the general public's 
knowledge of bonsai and extend BSOP's community outreach. Please let me hear from you.  

Happy Bonsai Season, Keith 
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Bonsai Supplies from 

Wee Tree FarmWee Tree FarmWee Tree FarmWee Tree Farm 

 

PRE-BONSAI PLANTS · BONSAI TOOLS 

High-fired Pots ● Mica & Plastic Training Pots 

Wire ● Organic Fertilizers 

Mazama Pumice (1/16-3/8”) 

Diatomite Rock from Nevada, USA 

Superior Black Compost ● Red Cinder Rock (1/4-5/16”) 

Est. 1978  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dedicated to growing trees specifi-

cally for bonsai, combining the best of 

traditional Japanese techniques with 

the proven technology of the Oregon 

nursery industry.  

In the field: 

Japanese Black pine, Shimpaku 

 Scots Pine, Shore Pine, Mugo 

Trident & Japanese Maples 

Chinese Elms, Japanese Quince 

Ume, Crabapples, Korean Hornbeam 

And others. Come see the result of our 

nebari development process.  

Many varieties of satsuki whips 

Shimpaku from 1 gal to field-grown 

Many varieties developed for shohin 

styling 

To contact us, please call or email 

Chris & Lisa Kirk ●   

(503) 881-1147 ●  

www.tfarms.com  

Website at www.telfarms.com 

Welcome to the Village  

 

Need supplies?   

Call ahead for delivery  

at BSOP meetings.  

Wee Tree LLC (www.weetree.com) is an online retailer of 
Bonsai, Pre-Bonsai, Wee Tree Brand Soil, Premium Soil 
Blends, Bonsai Tools and Supplies. I attend the monthly 
BSOP meetings at the Milwaukie Center. If you would like to 
pre-order bonsai tools and/or bonsai soil to pick up at the 
meeting please contact me (Dan) at (541) 452-3156 
or dan@weetree.com at least 2 days in advance. We also 
offer pallets of Wee Tree Brand Soil, Red Cinders, and Pum-
ice in 1 cubic foot, 3 gallon, and 2 gallon (Wee Tree Brand 
Soil only) bags at wholesale prices.  

 

Contact Rose at  

(541) 971-8979 

or rose@weetree.com

for more info about 

pallets of soil or visit 

our website.  
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The Bonsai Society of Portland meets on the fourth Tuesday of each month.  

The Milwaukie Center 

5440 SE Kellogg Creek Drive, Milwaukie OR 97222  
Enter parking lot from Rusk Road 

Visitors are always welcome! 
Board of Directors 

President: Lee Cheatle  VP-Programs: Michael “Lime” Allen  
VP-Membership: Jan Hettick  Treasurer: John Thomas  
Secretary: Patty Myrick  Past President: Jan Hettick  
Committee Chairs 

Auctions:  Toni Martin   Databases: Jan Hettick   
Heritage: Steve Leaming, Brandon Myren Hospitality: Patty Myrick    
Library: Barbara Devitt  Mentorship 101: George Biddle  
Mentorship: Lee Cheatle, Liz Hardy  Newsletter: Peter Pelofske    
Photographer: Brian Lonstad  Raffle: Open  
Social Media: Scott Tice  Speaker’s Bureau: Keith Wingfield  
Webmaster: Karl Holmes  
Contact information is on the BSOP website www.portlandbonsai.org.  

6707 SW Pine Street, Portland, OR  97223 


