
  

February 18 10-2 Mentorship 101B(Full) Milwaukie Center  

February 27 6-9pm BSOP monthly meeting, Milwaukie Center  

Featuring Arrin Packard from the Pacific Bonsai Museum  

March 4 10-2 Mentorship 102 Milwaukie Center  

March 11 10-2 Mentorship 101A(Full) Milwaukie Center  

March 18 10-2 Mentorship 101B(Full) Milwaukie Center  

March 27 6-9pm BSOP monthly meeting, Milwaukie Center  

April 28,29  10-7 Spring Show, Japanese Garden  

Upcoming Events 
February 

2018 

Words From Your President  
BSOP Members, I want to first say what a great 8-month program we had with Ryan and 

his film crew. We not only have all the sessions recorded and available for our members al-
ways, but for the rest of the world to view as well. 

Ryan brought not only the what but the why. Please be sure to visit his website and replay 
these valuable teaching tools…and tell a friend too. Log onto portlandbonsai.org , then select 
the Mirai videos tab.  

Our meeting this February will start with our normal introductions and then go immediately 
into our annual report. We will make this as brief as possible but it is a part of our rules to do 
so. 

We had 12 days of winter this year and buds are swelling and opening up and that means it 
is repotting time. Our next two monthly mentorships, both 101 and 102 will be mostly repot-
ting. Remember what Ryan taught us…next to improper watering, repotting kills more trees 
than anything else. Do it right and learn from those in the club that have that information. 

I am going to keep this message short this month and perhaps write a novel for March. 

And, as always, thank you for your trust, Lee  
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2018 NW Rendezvous Exhibit 
One of our guiding principles in developing the Rendezvous was to present the best that the 

Northwest has to offer the world of bonsai, whether it is our fabulous instructors, unbeatable 
raw materials, or unbridled enthusiasm. We also want present the Northwest’s very best bonsai, 
with an eye on where bonsai in North America is headed and what its vision is for the future. 

We are inviting all full-time Rendezvous registrants to enter a display for the 2018 NW 
Rendezvous Exhibit. Although we would love to have a very large display of Northwest bonsai, 
due to space constraints the exhibit will feature just 19 formal displays.  

Each 6’ display will be bonsai focused, but the rest of the display is up to each exhibitor. 
We definitely encourage thinking outside of box as well as classic bonsai presentation. Entries 
will be juried by a committee of three well-known Portland bonsai practitioners; Lee Cheatle, 
Scott Elser, and Dennis Vojtilla. 

Entries must be submitted by August 1st, 2018. Owners whose trees have been selected will 
be notified via email by August 15, 2018. Entries should include a clear front and side view of 
the tree (s), plus any pertinent information for the display. Trees of all sizes are encouraged, 
however your display needs to utilize the entire 6’ space.  

Please see the attached form to enter. Submit your photos and entry forms to bonsaiel-
ser@gmail.com, no later that August 1st, 2018. Trees will need to arrive at the Milwaukie Cen-
ter between noon and 3:00 pm on Friday, September 14th. The exhibit will open that evening 
the Vendor Reception at 6pm.  

This event is free to full registrants and $25 otherwise. The Exhibit will be closing at 3:30 
pm on Sunday afternoon, September 16th, and trees will be available for removal at that time.  

Scott Elser 

2018 Spring Exhibit  
This year’s Spring Exhibit will be held as usual at the Japanese Gardens on April 28th and 

29th. Since we are full steam ahead working on the Rendezvous for later in the year, the spring 
show will be scaled back to just the one large room that we had last year. This will allow us to 
focus on one location to maximize the quality of our show and cut down on the number of vol-
unteers required.  

The hours will be 10-7 on Saturday and 10-6 on Sunday. If you would like to submit a tree 
for inclusion in this year’s show, just send me a quick note with a photo of your tree 
to bonsaielser@gmail.com. Watch for upcoming details on tree sitting and other volunteer op-
portunities.  

Scott Elser 
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Rendezvous – Help Needed  
We’re only seven months away from the 2018 NW Bonsai Rendezvous.  As you know, this 

regional convention is being hosted by the Bonsai Society of Portland.  The club voted to un-
dertake this event a couple of years ago.  Key people have been working on it since then, and 
have put together a fantastic “unconventional” convention.  For details about the event, look at 
our great website created by Karl Holmes at bonsairendezvous.org.  To put on an event of this 
magnitude we will need the whole club to be involved.  That means YOU, along with every-
body else!  Within the couple of weeks Volunteer Coordinator Patrice Morrow will have a sign 
up program ready for you to select your preferred roles.  Watch for an email blast about that.   

In the mean time, we still have two key positions to fill on the Planning Committee:   

Signage Chair   
This person is responsible for identifying what signs are needed, getting them printed and 

delivering them to their proper position at the start of the convention.  Signage Chair will check 
with other chairs to verify which signs are needed; work with Graphics Chair (Scott Elser) for 
templates so signs are uniform and identifiable as official Rendezvous information; and find 
ways to print. 95% of the work is pre-convention.   

Table Preparation Chair   
This is a new position, necessary because we are not at our usual Convention Hotel venue. 

This position will oversee a crew that will be responsible for the following.  For lunch on Satur-
day and Sunday, the Table Preparation crew will clear off tables, wipe them down and make 
sure chairs are available; verify that caterers bring everything needed; help them set up; monitor 
the buffet during serving; and help clean up.   

Saturday night’s banquet will be a bit more complex.  Tables need to be wiped, cloths 
spread, centerpieces put out (Patty Myrick), condiments made available.  Again, make sure ca-
terer brings everything and help set up, and clean up after. All work is during convention, prior 
to, during and after meals.   

If you can help in either of these roles, please talk to Jan Hettick at 503-504-7760 

or  janhettick@comcast.net .   

FERTILIZER  
Portland Rose Society 5-4-4 organic fertilizer with mycorrhizae is a specially 

blended organic fertilizer proven to be effective for bonsai, as well as other ornamental 

yard plants.  

The pelletized fertilizer comes in 20 pound bags, selling for $18 per bag (higher 

price due to increased cost of mycorrhizae).   

Pre-order for delivery at the February 27 meeting.  Contact Bill Hettick, 503-936-
5629 or bhettickco@comcast.net.  
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Current Research Relevant to Bonsai Development 
Abstract  When tree stems are mechanically stimulated, a rapid long-distance signal is in-

duced that slows down primary growth. An investigation was carried out to determine whether 
the signal might be borne by a mechanically induced pressure pulse in the xylem. Coupling xy-
lem flow meters and pressure sensors with a mechanical testing device, the hydraulic effects of 
mechanical deformation of tree stem and branches were measured.  

Organs of several tree species were studied, including gymnosperms and angiosperms with 
different wood densities and anatomies. Bending had a negligible effect on xylem conductivity, 
even when deformations were sustained or were larger than would be encountered in nature. It 
was found that bending caused transient variation in the hydraulic pressure within the xylem of 
branch segments. This local transient increase in pressure in the xylem was rapidly propagated 
along the vascular system in plants to the upper and lower regions of the stem.  

It was shown that this hydraulic pulse originates from the apoplast. Water that was mobi-
lized in the hydraulic pulses came from the saturated porous material of the conduits and their 
walls, suggesting that the photoelastic behaviour of xylem might be a key factor. Although 
likely to be a generic mechanical response, quantitative differences in the hydraulic pulse were 
found in different species, possibly related to differences in xylem anatomy. Importantly the 
hydraulic pulse was proportional to the strained volume, similar to known thigmomorphoge-
netic responses.  

It is hypothesized that the hydraulic pulse may be the signal that rapidly transmits mechano-
biological information to leaves, roots, and apices.  

For the complete article, go to the link https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC3991735/   

Paul Krasner 

February Haiku 
Bonsai rules like Zen  

Follow them all faithfully  

Break one now and then.  

Ron Yasenchak   From the 2017 European Bonsai San Show, 
Saulieu, France, thanks to Harry Harrington, 

bonsai4me.com  



5 

Shop Online at DallasBonsai.com 

World’s Largest Selection of  Bonsai Supplies, Tools, and More 

 • Bonsai Tools • Plastic Pots & Trays 

 • Bonsai Soils • Tokoname & Ceramics 

 • Fertilizers • Bonsai Training Wire 

 • Chemicals • Complete Starter Kits 

 • Books • Bonsai Trees & Material 

From 16th biennial Shohin Seminar by Jonas Dupuich, bonsaitonight.com  
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Portland Bonsai Supply  
 

portlandbonsaisupply.com 
 

WIRE - TOOLS - SUPPLIES - FERTILIZER - SOILS - POTS  

New Expanded Tool Inventory  

Over 35 tools available - Black Steel and Stainless Steel - 7” & 8” length  

Akadama / Kanuma 17lt  

(Local Pickup Prices)  

$34 ea  2/$65  5/$150  
 

Owner—Steve Leaming 503-750-4552  
TABLE AT THE BSOP MONTHLY MEETING  
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PRE-BONSAI PLANTS · BONSAI TOOLS 

High-fired Pots ● Mica & Plastic Training Pots 

Wire ● Organic Fertilizers 

Mazama Pumice (1/16-3/8”) 

Diatomite Rock from Nevada, USA 

Superior Black Compost ● Red Cinder Rock (1/4-5/16”) 

Est. 1978  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dedicated to growing trees specifi-

cally for bonsai, combining the best of 

traditional Japanese techniques with 

the proven technology of the Oregon 

nursery industry.  

In the field: 

Japanese Black pine, Shimpaku 

 Scots Pine, Shore Pine, Mugo 

Trident & Japanese Maples 

Chinese Elms, Japanese Quince 

Ume, Crabapples, Korean Hornbeam 

And others. Come see the result of our 

nebari development process.  

Many varieties of satsuki whips 

Shimpaku from 1 gal to field-

grown 

Many varieties developed for shohin 

styling 

To contact us, please call or email 

Chris & Lisa Kirk ●   

(503) 881-1147 ●  

www.tfarms.com  

Website at www.telfarms.com 
Need supplies?   

Call ahead for delivery  

at BSOP meetings.  

 

Yatsubusa elm no.1 from bonsaimirai.com 
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The Bonsai Society of Portland meets on the fourth Tuesday of each month.  

The Milwaukie Center 
5440 SE Kellogg Creek Drive, Milwaukie OR 97222  

Enter parking lot from Rusk Road 
Visitors are always welcome! 

Board of Directors 
President: Lee Cheatle  VP-Programs: Michael “Lime” Allen  
VP-Membership: Jan Hettick  Treasurer: John Thomas  
Secretary: Patty Myrick  Past President: Jan Hettick  
Committee Chairs 
Auctions:  Toni Martin   Databases: Jan Hettick   
Heritage: Steve Leaming, Brandon Myren Hospitality: Patty Myrick    
Library: Barbara Devitt  Mentorship 1A: George Biddle  
Mentorship 1B: Brandon Myren Mentorship: Lee Cheatle, Liz Hardy 
Newsletter: Peter Pelofske   Photographer: Brian Lonstad   
Program Facilitator: Reid Parham Raffle: Harold Yearout  
Social Media: Scott Tice  Ambassadors: Keith Wingfield   
Webmaster: Karl Holmes  
Contact information is on the BSOP website www.portlandbonsai.org.  

6707 SW Pine Street, Portland, OR  97223 


