
  

February 19 10am-2pm Mentorship 101B Milwaukie Center 

February 28 6 pm BSOP monthly meeting Milwaukie Center 

March  5 10am-2pm Mentorship 102 Milwaukie Center  

March 19  10am-2pm Mentorship 101A Milwaukie Center 

March 26 10am-2pm Mentorship 101B Milwaukie Center  

March 28 6 pm BSOP monthly meeting Milwaukie Center  

Upcoming Events 

Words From Your President  
January’s meeting saw us make our annual reports and replace two board members. , Patty 

Myrick replaced Phil Harden as Secretary and Lime Allen replaced Steve Leaming as Vice 

President of programming. Thanks to Phil and Steve for your hard work and dedication. Wel-

come aboard Patty and Lime! The rest of the board continues on for another term. Those three 

are: John Thomas  as Treasurer, Jan Hettick as Vice President of Membership and myself as 

President. 

If you were at the January meeting you would have heard my comments of thanks to the 

board and to the club in general for all of the volunteering they do that makes this club the suc-

cess that it is. For those of you who did not make it, please know that you are the reason for our 

success. 

We have another two years to build on the success of the last two years. What should we do 

and how can we continue to not only prosper but become even better? Well, your new program-

ming Vice President has come up with something that will be the envy of all US clubs and pos-

sibly throughout the bonsai world. 

We have contracted with Ryan Neil to do 7 programs in 2017. Ryan will educate us with his 

current activities at Mirai Bonsai Nursery. This means that the information we are receiving is 

current and timely to what we are doing with our bonsai. This will give us a continuity of infor-

mation through the bonsai year. In addition, the sessions will be filmed professionally and that 

information will be posted for our members on our website. It doesn’t get any better than that. 

The information will be there for future reference and for those who were unable to attend or 

are new members.  

 

February 
2017 
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Welcome to February my fellow bonsai enthusiasts!  
 As Lee mentions above, I am working with Bonsai Mirai to bring a year of programming 

that will be recorded live and available online. For the next few months, we have the following 

artists presenting:  

·       First up, we’re lucky to have Owen Reich speaking about how to manage deciduous 

trees this time of year. There is a short bio for Owen on the club’s web page, so please 

visit the new site and check out Owen’s journey.  

·       For March, Ryan Neil will be will be our guest speaker. Topic TBD, which will be 

posted on the club’s website when available.  

·       For April, we have Todd Schlafer presenting. Todd’s bio will be posted to our website 

soon.   

On March 14th, there will be a bonsai appreciation event at Base Camp Brewery that will 

include a display of some Mirai trees and a launch party for Ryan’s new website 

(Live.BonsaiMirai.com). This new site will showcase a live stream video every Tuesday.  

Each live stream will be archived and available for viewing post stream for those that could-

n’t tune in live. While the Tuesday live streams will be part of a paid subscription,  the material 

we record each month at club meetings will be free for members to view.  

I am very excited to be your new Vice President of Programming and look forward to our 

growing together in our appreciation and knowledge of bonsai in 2017. Our future is bright and 

full of new growth.  

Feel free to reach out with any questions.  

Sincerely,  Michael “Lime” Allen , VP - Programs, 586-879-9526  

Lime1299@gmail.com   

 Mentorship 102 
On February 5, Andrew Robson, Michael Hagedorn’s apprentice led the 

Mentorship 102 group. The topic was bonsai design. He started with a 1-hour 
presentation, then went around the room helping us with our trees. With each 
student, he gave advice about the tree, then either Lee or David stayed with 
that student to reinforce what Andrew had just advised, and to give further 
assistance to the student. In that way, they were able to get around the room 
more quickly, and each student got at least 2 turns with the experts. It 
worked very well!  

Check out Limes VP article this month for more details and for the other things that Lime is 

introducing to the club. 

It is shaping up to be a year to remember! 

As always, thank you for your trust, Lee  
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Mentorship Program  
Winter 2017 meeting dates  
February 19 Mentorship 101B  

March 5 Mentorship 102  

March 19 Mentorship 101A 

March 26 Mentorship 101B  

February Haiku 
Seaside shore pine grow  

Mountain high sit lodgepole pine  

Same species? Think so!  

Ron Yasenchak   

Japanese Garden Show  
This spring marks our return to the Japanese Gardens for our Spring Show. But not the 

same Gardens you are used to. As you know, the Gardens have been undergoing a long renova-

tion. A brand new entrance down at the bottom of the hill opens to a whole new facility at the 

top of the hill. This new portion of the Gardens is targeted for opening on April 2nd of this year. 

That’s just around the corner.  

Our show is scheduled just three weeks later and will be the first major event at the garden. 

April 22nd and 23rd. We hope to use two different indoor spaces and one outdoor space to put 

on the show. I was just up there today to look things over and facility will work out quite 

nicely. The two indoor spaces flank the new plaza and have glass on two sides. Anyone enter-

ing the Gardens will pass right by the bonsai display.  

There will certainly be some new challenges as we develop the display, but that’s what will 

make it all the better. We will have the option of using space under the eaves to extend the 

show outside. Some of the displays will be able to use our formal wooden stands, and for other 

trees that are outside the stands have yet to be determined. The outdoor trees will need larger 

stands, but that should not be a problem. We are still working out all of the details as far as lay-

out and how many trees we will need, etc… It looks like we will be able to set up just as many 

displays as we have done in the past.  

I hope that you are getting a tree or two ready. Since we missed last year, we should have 

plenty to make an exciting and fresh exhibit. Please send a photo if you have a tree that you 

would like to display. We will be developing all the plans in the next few weeks, included 

schedules for volunteer tree watchers and demonstrators. Keep watching your newsletter for 

more information.   

Scott Elser 

Come join us March 5 when we will be sifting soil with the big 3-screen sifter.  

Soil sifting will take place under the covered picnic area across the parking 
lot, and will probably last about an hour. Then we will move indoors to start 
working on our trees. Start thinking about which trees to bring; it’s time to re-
pot deciduous trees whose buds are beginning to swell. If you have Larch, the 

time to repot them is when the buds look like little bronze BBs.   

See you then!  Elisabeth Hardy (Liz)  
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Suthin Sukosolvisit Critique in 2016 at Bonsai Show Notes 
I put this together after the walkthrough critique at the 2016 PNBCA in Olympia, WA and 

thought I would share my notes with you. Lee 

* Tree stand should have 2 to 3 inches extra from edge of pot on both ends 

* Shore pine and Black pines are coastal and the accent plants should reflect a coastal plant 

* Junipers show better in a shallow pot 

* Make a pot look old like it has patina by rubbing charcoal on it, then oil; Suthin likes olive oil 

* Windblown vs. windy day style: windblown reflects years of being pushed by the wind. 

Windy day reflects that the wind is blowing on the tree when say a photo was taken 

* Forest/Saikei front should be more open than the back side…be open and inviting. 

* Forest/Saikei one side open makes the planting more open…IE a lake/pond area or just moss 

* Forest/Saikei canopies should show some separation from tree to tree, not just one full top 

* Slender trunks should have less foliage on their pads and with also more negative space…a 

lighter look. Opposite for a heavier trunk. 

* Be careful with your styling that you do not place branches where they block something of 

interest such as a nice branch line or features 

* SHOHIN: top tree should be a conifer and never a formal upright. The shohin stand is a repre-

sentation of a mountain; keep that in mind when choosing which trees go where 

* Shohin is not just no higher than ???? it should look and feel small…petite 

* When discussing bonsai we often say can you see this or that, try to use the word feel also; 

can you feel that? 

* In a bonsai show/display: the first and last tree you see should have significance/be powerful. 

You want the first tree they see to make an impression on the viewers and the last tree to 

leaver/cement that impression 

* The primary branch and the crown of the tree should be going in the same direction. When 

you shake hands with someone you look them in the eye. Consider when you are looking at a 

bonsai, that you are shaking hands with the primary branch and looking the crown in the 

eye…of course they would be both facing you. 

* Be sure the first and second branches are of different length 

* If you are going to show your tree and are removing the previous year’s needles, do not get 

carried away and remove all of last years needles as it may the tree look weak. 

* Pots for most pines should be dark. Use lighter colored ones and gray ones for white pines 

Scott's Branch Tips On Website  
Scott Elser's great monthly articles, Scott's Branch Tips, have now been 

compiled into an indexed, searchable blog on the BSOP website.  The Branch 
Tips are available to club members upon login.  See the Member Services 
page, under Resources.  Talk about a GREAT RESOURCE!  Other articles will 
soon be reviewed and put into a similar searchable format.  
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Wiring Tips  
The other day, as I was wiring away on a Douglas Fir, I was thinking about more of my 

Hard One Truths to stockpile for upcoming newsletters. As my fingers were dancing around 

branches, I decided that there were just too many tips for wiring and that they might better be 

presented as a whole collection. What follows are tips that will help you in the process of wir-

ing and styling your trees. This is not a treatise on how to wire, nor is it the fundamentals. I 

could try and explain the fundamentals, but the truth has been made all too clear over the years.  

One cannot fully grasp wiring fundamentals unless you under the mentorship of someone 

who is a lot more experienced at it than you are. The best teachers are the professionals that 

have studied in Japan. Not because they went over there, but because they spent umpteen thou-

sand hours wiring and just as importantly, unwiring many, many trees. Wiring is a tactile activ-

ity and requires hands on instruction. Don’t worry, I am still working my technique too and I 

get plenty of scrutiny from my instructor, for which I am grateful. So maybe you have some of 

that tutelage under your belt and you need some refining. Here are some tips to help you along 

the way.  

1. OK, right out of the gate. If I have limited resources and can afford only one set of wire, I 

choose copper, because I can do anything I need to with it. I do prefer aluminum for deciduous, 

but I can get by with just copper. And believe it or not, copper wire is actually cheaper per 

branch because a smaller wire will hold a much larger branch. Remember, you can use almost 

half the size of copper that you can for aluminum. I have large rolls of 4, 4.5, 5, and 6 mm alu-

minum that I bought twenty years ago and have never used because it is just too horsey. If you 

can, buy a whole set of wire in the sizes you will need. If you are working on large collected 

trees that will mean stocking all the way up to #4 for copper. If you are more of the shohin type, 

then you may only need something up to #14 or #12. If you don’t have a proper range of 

gauges, you will either use too large of a wire, and possibly damage the branch, or use too small 

of a wire and thus be ineffective. Unfortunately, there is no one size that will do everything, 

even on a single tree. By the way, we refer to aluminum by its actual measurement in millime-

ters. For copper, it’s a nominal number and as the number increases, the wire gets smaller. #4 is 

freakin’ huge and #22 is hard feel between your fingers. 

2. If you are applying the main wire on a branch and wish to wire two tertiary branches together 

with a second wire, you must pass at least one turn of the main wire between the two branches 

or you will be forced to cross the second wire over the first. 

3. OK. So you were not so successful on number 2. If you are using fine wire, go ahead and 

cross over the main wire. I give you permission. But remember, it still has to look neat and 

work effectively. Even when I don’t have to, I sometimes cross wires with an extra wrap be-

cause it enters the branch at a  better angle and supports the branch better. And that is what we 

are after. If you don’t, you may tear the branch off in some situations.   
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4. The pinch. Just really realized this last year. I have known for sometime that the important 

hand in wiring is really the off hand – the one guiding the wire and branch together. What will 

help is if you can think of actually pinching the wire against the branch. This will help snug 

things up and actually make things scar less. It allows you to maintain wire contact better while 

you bend the branch. Ever put wire neatly on a branch, only to have it all separate when you 

start bending? This is for you. 

5. You are not going to like this, but just like good medicine, it works. Unwire a tree done by 

someone who wires well. Deconstruct what they did, and even evaluate if it worked or not. 

6. Don’t wire everything. I used to do this and am still tempted at times. Instead, work smarter. 

I usually try to wire a pair of branchlets by extending a wire from the main branch out to where 

I have control of one branchlet. Then I use the wire to bend the branches so that they sit at the 

same level, and in the proper place. This usually means a slight twist, but I only need the one 

wire. Save money and save time. This also leads to a softer and more natural aesthetic. Remem-

ber, the wire only needs to extend far enough to where you get control of the branch tips. Often 

on the tops of trees, I need only wire the main branch, because everything else is sitting nice 

and proud. 

7. Apply wire clockwise or counter clockwise in the direction that will tighten as you bend the 

branch. This takes some planning. Doing the opposite will allow the wire to loosen as you bend. 

8. To provide an anchor for the next wire (usually a smaller gauge) you need to extend your ex-

isting wire 1.5 to 2 turns onto the next branch so that the former and latter wires overlap by this 

amount. 

9. To anchor any wire, you need to get at least one turn around the main branch. This means it 

is nearly impossible to wire two branches that are directly opposite of each other with the same 

wire. There must be an anchor somewhere.  

10. If you are wiring a branch downward, always start the wire on top of the branch. When you 

bend the branch downward, it will want to spring back up, but the wire on placed on top of the 

branch will stop it from doing so. The same is true in reverse for branches you want to bend up-

ward. 

11. Use guy wires if possible, for several reasons. First of all, you use less wire, which saves 

you either by using a lighter gauge, or having to apply a coiled wire at all. Secondly, there are 

times when you can’t get enough wire on the branch to bend it anyway, especially downward. 

Try putting on a gauge of wire strong enough to put a sideways curve into the branch. Then at-

tach a guy wire to pull a branch down into the proper position. The one limitation to remember 

about guy wires is that they only work in one direction. You can however, use a second one for 

a compound effect. 

OK, OK. I can’t resist. Here are the fundamentals, since we are here. It’s kind of like E=MC2. 

Neat and simple, but figuring out how to apply them can get pretty rigorous in a hurry. Hence 

the reason for all the tips that I have given above. Wiring must look good and be effective. I 

don’t think that it is the least bit surprising that the wiring that is the simplest and cleanest is 

also the most effective.  

A. Always anchor a wire by wiring from one branch to another branch or trunk. It is simple 

math. Four branches, two wires. You use less wire and it works so much better. 
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B. V power. That’s what I call it. When wiring a fork of branches, the wire on one side goes 

clockwise, and the other goes counter clockwise, overall making a vee shape. Always. 

That’s it. If you can do those two things, you can wire anything. 

Scott Elser 

Four tree shohin display at Bay Island Bonsai’s 18th annual exhibit from bonsaitonight.com 

Gardenia – painted pot  Japanese flowering quince ‘Chojubai’ – glazed pot  
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CALL FOR SPEAKERS 
Welcome to Spring! It is that time of the year when BSOP starts receiving requests from 

gardening clubs, nurseries, schools, retirement communities and others for a presentation about 

bonsai and an accompanying display of trees. Some of the nurseries ask for an instructional 

class on basis bonsai design and care. President Cheatle and I have already handled 3 such re-

quests in February. The number of requests is increasing as the reputation of BSOP and the 

public’s knowledge about us expands. I have been asked by President Cheatle to coordinate this 

effort by developing a roster of BSOP members who are willing to undertake these presenta-

tions. The requests are generally for a talk of 1 to 1 1/2 hours accompanied by a display of a 

few trees and a Q and A period of 15 to 30 minutes. If a request is for an instructional class, 

team presentations are always a consideration.  

If you are willing to share your bonsai knowledge and display a few of your trees to help 

further BSOP's mission to educate and promote our art, please contact me at keithwing-

field@aol.com, call me at (503) 538-6118 or contact me at one of the club meetings or mentor-

ship programs. This is a simple and fun activity that helps to promote the general public's 

knowledge of bonsai and extend BSOP's community outreach. Please let me hear from you.  

Happy Bonsai Season, Keith 
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Bonsai Supplies from 

Wee Tree FarmWee Tree FarmWee Tree FarmWee Tree Farm    
Wee Tree Farm carries a full line of Joshua 

Roth tools and bonsai soils.  Call Dan at 541-
760-9017 to order and pick up at the next 
meeting. Call at least 24 hours ahead.   

 

PRE-BONSAI PLANTS · BONSAI TOOLS 

High-fired Pots ● Mica & Plastic Training Pots 

Wire ● Organic Fertilizers 

Mazama Pumice (1/16-3/8”) 

Diatomite Rock from Nevada, USA 

Superior Black Compost ● Red Cinder Rock (1/4-5/16”) 

Est. 1978  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dedicated to growing trees specifi-

cally for bonsai, combining the best of 

traditional Japanese techniques with 

the proven technology of the Oregon 

nursery industry.  

In the field: 

Japanese Black pine, Shimpaku 

 Scots Pine, Shore Pine, Mugo 

Trident & Japanese Maples 

Chinese Elms, Japanese Quince 

Ume, Crabapples, Korean Hornbeam 

And others. Come see the result of our 

nebari development process.  

Many varieties of satsuki whips 

Shimpaku from 1 gal to field-grown 

Many varieties developed for shohin 

styling 

To contact us, please call or email 

Chris & Lisa Kirk ●   

(503) 881-1147 ●  

www.tfarms.com  

Website at www.telfarms.com 

Welcome to the Village  

 

Need supplies?   

Call ahead for delivery  

at BSOP meetings.  

Akadama — Limited Number of Bags at $26  
Dan ordered a pallet of akadama in 14 liter bags 
(ab. 20 lbs), the same brand we’ve been selling. I 
offer a limited number for $26 per bag. To pur-
chase one or more please call 541-452-3156. I 
will also have bags at the Feb 28 BSOP meeting.  
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The Bonsai Society of Portland meets on the fourth Tuesday of each month.  

The Milwaukie Center 

5440 SE Kellogg Creek Drive, Milwaukie OR 97222  
Enter parking lot from Rusk Road 

Visitors are always welcome! 

Board of Directors 

President: Lee Cheatle  VP-Programs: Michael “Lime” Allen  

VP-Membership: Jan Hettick  Treasurer: John Thomas  

Secretary: Patty Myrick  Past President: Jan Hettick  

Committee Chairs 

Auctions:  Toni Martin   Databases: Jan Hettick   

Heritage: Steve Leaming, Brandon Myren Hospitality: Patty Myrick    

Library: Barbara Devitt  Mentorship 101: George Biddle  

Mentorship: Lee Cheatle, Liz Hardy  Newsletter: Peter Pelofske    

Photographer: Brian Lonstad  Raffle: Open  

Social Media: Scott Tice  Speaker’s Bureau: Keith Wingfield  

Webmaster: Karl Holmes  

Contact information is on the BSOP website www.portlandbonsai.org.  

6707 SW Pine Street, Portland, OR  97223 


