
  

January 14 10-2 Mentorship 101A(Full) Milwaukie Center  

January 21 10-2 Mentorship 101B(Full) Milwaukie Center  

January 23 6-9pm BSOP monthly meeting, Milwaukie Center  

February 4 10-2 Mentorship 102 Milwaukie Center  

Upcoming Events 
January 

2018 

Words From Your President  
Happy New Year! Here we grow again. 

I want to start this letter out with a series of thank you’s. January’s general meeting will be 

the end of the Ryan Neil series of BSOP originally slated streamlines. I hope we are able to do 

more in the future. Ryan brought us a years’ worth of education on what we should be doing 

with our trees each season and/or month of the year. He not only told us what to do, showed us 

what to do, but more importantly, he gave us the horticultural why we are supposed to do it. 

This was the vital missing link that we needed.  

We now have that information available not only to our members to access but for the entire 

world to access. So, on behalf of the BSOP and myself, I want to give Ryan and his team of 

professionals, a huge THANK YOU for all the hard work and stellar sharing of their talents!  

So how did this year long program come about? I feel you might want to know: It started 

out with your Vice President of Programming, Lime Michael Allan. Even before he became the 

VP he had met with Ryan and asked him to assist him in creating a curriculum that gave bonsai 

enthusiasts a systematic program to bonsai success. That led to them discussing the idea of hav-

ing Ryan do a short series of presentations to the club. Ryan gave it some thought and in his 

characteristic way, felt we should create a series of programs that would give a full year of in-

formation to cover the annual cycle we go through with our trees. That morphed into making it 

a part of the current live streams he was doing at Mirai. 

At that point, I was brought into the thought process and met with Lime and the Mirai team 

to review the options. The next step was then presenting the idea to the BSOP board. When you 

have a concept that is as large and different as this was, it takes some time to get your head 

around it: same artist for multiple months that not only was going to present but was going to 

do so while it was being streamed live to the world. 
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Your board made the right decision…and as they say, the rest is history.  

So, a huge thanks to all of you who had the courage to move forward on this and a special 

thank you to Lime for being the passionate conceptual talent that he is. 

And, as always, thank you for your trust, Lee  

Mentorship 102 
We had our first of the 2018-year Mentorship 102 last week and had a good turnout of stu-

dents and of teachers. This program continues to flourish both with numerous students and 

more importantly with willing instructors. January’s instructors were; David Kidd, Ron Cascisa, 

Steve Lemming, Roger Case and myself. We reviewed winter care and the upcoming things 

needed to be done to prepare for repotting and fertilization.  

The main subject was styling; Japanese or American. What are the differences and why we 

should be discussing it.  

After that, we worked on trees right up until we ran out of time.  

Members, 102 workshops are for everyone. Bring a tree and if you have them, bring your 

tools and your wire. If you do not have tools or wire, we do. You can find more 102 informa-

tion on the BSOP website.  

February’s meeting on the 4th, will focus on soil/Boon Mix. My plan is to obtain pumice 

and lava cinder and bring it to the meeting for us to sift and blend with the Akadama that Steve 

Leaming is bringing. I get the pumice and lava from Donna at Daybreak Gardens; my feeling is 

that she is the best source for these as both are already pre-sifted and priced well. I charge the 

same price as Donna as I feel it is very important that you are introduced to the best soil avail-

able as soon as you can.  

Also, Steve has the Akadama and his prices are among the best if not the best locally.  

If our trees are showing signs of an early spring, we may repot afterwards. If we do, you 

may need to protect newly repotted trees from any upcoming freezes. If we do not do repotting, 

then we will review potting techniques and then we will do styling.  

Remember, our workshops are for ALL members, hope to see you there.  

Lee 

2018 NW Bonsai Rendezvous Update 
We are starting up the Rendezvous planning again after a short break for the holi-

days.  There will be a meeting of the Committee Chairs on Tuesday, January 16th.  All Chairs 

are requested to attend, check your email for details.   

All other BSOP members should be standing by for an open meeting some time in Febru-

ary.  There are tons of jobs available.  As we said when we started this project - it will take the 

WHOLE CLUB to host a Regional Convention.  Watch for a list of opportunities from Patrice 

Morrow, the Rendezvous Volunteer Chair.  

Jan  
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A Funny Thing Happened on the Way to Wire Removal 

I want to share a recent “aha” moment I had in my bonsai workshop. 

I recently unwired a Procumbens “nana” that I had ignored after wiring it. The wire had 

been on it for 2 full growing seasons. It was a young whip and I had attached it to an old juniper 

trunk in order to make a phoenix graft. The tree had been put in an oversized pot and it took off 

with vigor. The branches easily more than doubled in size and then some in those 2 years in the 

large pot…young trees grow fast. Not my first or last time to leave wire on too long. 

But this is what I really wanted to let you know. We are often told to use a larger wire size 

to ensure that the branches we place stay in position and I have always done that. But now, I 

have another reason to do that. The size I used held the branches where I put them initially but 

after 2 years, the wire could no longer hold the branch in place and the larger branches twisted 

in the opposite way the wire was wound on them and the branches reset at about 30 degrees off 

of where I had placed them. Had I used a little larger size, this would not have occurred. 

The wire was deep enough that I had to unwind it as I could not get a wire cutter around the 

strands. There was little to no tissue tearing so that was good. After the wire removal, I rewired 

the tree the same day…immediately after actually. I noticed something interesting while rewir-

ing it…of course I used a much heavier wire this time. What I noticed was, that the channels, 

where the wire had been, the sides were already closing in and diminishing the gap. I believe 

that was due to the pressure of the bark and trees inner wood having been pressing on the wire 

so much, that when the wire was removed, the sides immediately moved towards each other. It 

certainly was not growing that quickly…unless it was related to Seymour of the “Little Shop of 

Horrors” movie/play. 

I love “aha” moments and have had plenty while enjoying my bonsai journey. Hope you 

enjoyed it too. 

Lee 

Bonsai in the snow  from bonsai4me.com 
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All potted up and no place to go 

In a follow up to last month’s article on pruning, especially Japanese maples, I received a 

question from a member about putting shape to some maple seedlings. More specifically, is this 

a good time of year to do so? My answer is like many things in bonsai. Although this may not 

be the optimal time of year horticulturally speaking, it’s still a great time to create some move-

ment in trees, so let’s talk about why. 

When you have trees that move a lot of water through their systems, like Japanese maples, 

the structure that moves all of that water is on a larger scale than plants that move less water. 

That leads to them being both very rigid and very brittle. Contrast the maple with something 

like a juniper that moves resources very slowly. The size of the cells and tubes that the sap 

flows through a juniper are much smaller, so they are able to slip and adjust much more. Let’s 

just say for example that the juniper cells are an 1/8 inch long and I can bend each one 5 de-

grees without damage. In one inch I can bend it 8 times, or 40 degrees. Next we have the maple 

that has cells a ½ inch long. I can only bend it twice in that inch, or a mere 10 degrees. I can’t 

adjust my branch or trunk nearly as much. Some trees are more flexible just by their nature. 

So, say I have a tray of seedlings or rooted cuttings. If I leave those grow for three or four 

years, it’s likely that they are just going to grow straight up. I am giving them proper health and 

nutrition and there is nothing that maximizes that more than growing straight up towards the 

light. But that doesn’t make very interesting bonsai material. So after five years of growing, I 

find that all of a sudden my maples have long internodes, are a ½ inch thick and are impossible 

to bend. My only option is to pray that there is a lower branch that can become a new leader, or 

prune the whole thing way down and hope that it back-buds. Either way, I have lost some valu-

able growing years. But curiously, the same situation arises with the Juniper. We already said 

that it’s more flexible, but what we didn’t talk about is strength. Even though the juniper can 

take a sharp bend, applying enough force to bend a ½ inch juniper in a short space is quite a feat 

and more than we can usually accomplish. 

The better method for raising your own bonsai from an early stage is to bend them right 

away. The best time is when they are about an 1/8 inch in diameter, no matter how old or what 

the stage. With some pines, you might be able to take it up to a ¼ inch. You are probably not 

going to be able to bend them the first year, and it may be up until the third year that you can 

give them their best initial movement.  

When you do get to that first wiring, we have some things to talk about. First off, how tall 

you want the final tree to be? If you are working towards a shohin of about 8 inches and you 

want the trunk to bend three or four times, that means each one of your bends has to be about 2 

inches apart. If you want a medium size tree, the curves will be larger and spaced farther apart.  

Starting these medium and larger trees are difficult, as you my not even have enough length 

to cover the whole trunk line the first go around. That’s OK. We have to start somewhere. Make  
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sure that your movements vary in the length of intervals and angles to create an interesting 

shape that is interesting in all three dimensions. Also, we may end up with what started as a 

shohin growing into a larger size. We can make great use of those smaller movements in a lar-

ger tree to increase its quality.  

As we grow along, we may also re-evaluate our initial curves. We may look at a tree and 

say, you know, if I cut here, this will make a really great shohin. Or maybe this shape is not 

really that pleasing and if I cut here and make a new leader I can build in some taper and make 

a better shape. Nothing seems to go quite as planned in the life of our trees, so be opportunistic 

and take advantage of what each tree is offering you.  

The next thing that you need to know is to just let your tree grow. Let the leader and branch 

tips take off and grow, grow, grow. Remember, you have to grow some new wood in order for 

those curves to set, and to grow some girth on the trunk. If you wire in the winter, inspect them 

in April or May to see how they are doing. It may be the right time to remove the wire. If it’s a 

conifer, you can leave it a little longer, as any cutting in will likely disappear very quickly in the 

rough bark of the future. For thin barked species like maples, it’s a different story. Scars may 

visibly last for up to 20 years, so remove the wire before it cuts in too much. I have had many 

cases where I simply had to cut off the branch because the wire scars were too deep.  

Finally, another word about timing. Now is a great time to wire deciduous seedlings, when 

you can see their structure really easily. I want to caution about wiring mature maples this time 

of year and not to overlap the information too much. We talked about the brittleness of maples 

and it is easy to damage mature branches unknowingly this time of year. It may be better to 

wire them in early spring when they are in full swing and can repair any damage. The seedlings 

are more flexible and you have less invested in them. April and May are great times to wire 

seedlings too, especially when they have the new length of fleshy growth that has not quite lig-

nified yet. It is easier to bend and it has all the rest of the growing season add tissue. The caveat 

of course, is that you have to work around the leaves. Here’s to some great new bonsai just 

around the bend.  

Scott Elser 

January Haiku 
Frost in the meadow  

Pine needles spark with crystals  

Best seen through window  

Ron Yasenchak   

Future large and small pines, bonsaitonight.com 
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Shop Online at DallasBonsai.com 

World’s Largest Selection of  Bonsai Supplies, Tools, and More 

 • Bonsai Tools • Plastic Pots & Trays 

 • Bonsai Soils • Tokoname & Ceramics 

 • Fertilizers • Bonsai Training Wire 

 • Chemicals • Complete Starter Kits 

 • Books • Bonsai Trees & Material 

Dwarf Flowering Quince ‘Chojubai’ from Crataegus.com    
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Portland Bonsai Supply  
 

portlandbonsaisupply.com 
 

WIRE - TOOLS - SUPPLIES - FERTILIZER - SOILS - POTS  

New Expanded Tool Inventory  

Over 35 tools available - Black Steel and Stainless Steel - 7” & 8” length  

Akadama / Kanuma 17lt  

(Local Pickup Prices)  

$34 ea  2/$65  5/$150  
 

Owner—Steve Leaming 503-750-4552  

TABLE AT THE BSOP MONTHLY MEETING  
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PRE-BONSAI PLANTS · BONSAI TOOLS 

High-fired Pots ● Mica & Plastic Training Pots 

Wire ● Organic Fertilizers 

Mazama Pumice (1/16-3/8”) 

Diatomite Rock from Nevada, USA 

Superior Black Compost ● Red Cinder Rock (1/4-5/16”) 

Est. 1978  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dedicated to growing trees specifi-

cally for bonsai, combining the best of 

traditional Japanese techniques with 

the proven technology of the Oregon 

nursery industry.  

In the field: 

Japanese Black pine, Shimpaku 

 Scots Pine, Shore Pine, Mugo 

Trident & Japanese Maples 

Chinese Elms, Japanese Quince 

Ume, Crabapples, Korean Hornbeam 

And others. Come see the result of our 

nebari development process.  

Many varieties of satsuki whips 

Shimpaku from 1 gal to field-

grown 

Many varieties developed for shohin 

styling 

To contact us, please call or email 

Chris & Lisa Kirk ●   

(503) 881-1147 ●  

www.tfarms.com  

Website at www.telfarms.com 
Need supplies?   

Call ahead for delivery  

at BSOP meetings.  

 

BSOP Holiday Party and Auction 
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The Bonsai Society of Portland meets on the fourth Tuesday of each month.  

The Milwaukie Center 
5440 SE Kellogg Creek Drive, Milwaukie OR 97222  

Enter parking lot from Rusk Road 

Visitors are always welcome! 

Board of Directors 
President: Lee Cheatle  VP-Programs: Michael “Lime” Allen  

VP-Membership: Jan Hettick  Treasurer: John Thomas  

Secretary: Patty Myrick  Past President: Jan Hettick  

Committee Chairs 
Auctions:  Toni Martin   Databases: Jan Hettick   

Heritage: Steve Leaming, Brandon Myren Hospitality: Patty Myrick    

Library: Barbara Devitt  Mentorship 1A: George Biddle  

Mentorship 1B: Brandon Myren Mentorship: Lee Cheatle, Liz Hardy 

Newsletter: Peter Pelofske   Photographer: Brian Lonstad   

Program Facilitator: Reid Parham Raffle: Harold Yearout  

Social Media: Scott Tice  Ambassadors: Keith Wingfield   

Webmaster: Karl Holmes  

Contact information is on the BSOP website www.portlandbonsai.org.  

6707 SW Pine Street, Portland, OR  97223 


