
November 2009 

November 21 - 2 to 5 pm BSOP Mentorship Program 
St. Paul room  
St. Philip Neri Church, 2408 SE 16th Ave, Portland  
 
November 24 - 7 to 9 pm Monthly BSOP Meeting 

St Phillip Neri Church, 2408 SE 16th Ave, Portland  
 
December 7 - 6:30 BSOP Board Meeting 

Don Howse’s condo 503 668-5834 
 
December 19 - BSOP Annual Holiday Party 

Oaks Park, Portland  
 
January 9 - 10 to 2 pm OSK Meeting 

J.C. Kitchen Cabinets, Wilsonville  

Schedule of Upcoming Events Holiday Party 
 The Holiday party and auction is scheduled 

for December 19th at Oaks Park.  This is the 
same location as last year as seen in the two pic-
tures from last years party below.   

Last years party was successful and some 
beautiful trees were auctioned.  There was a live 
and a silent auction with many items to bid on.  

Please register for the party at the November 
24 club meeting.  $15 per person is a bargain for 
dinner and an evening out with bonsai friends.   

For details refer to Rory’s article on page 
three and get more information at the November 
BSOP meeting as well.   

November monthly programs 
The BSOP meeting will be on winterization.  

A panel of experts will discuss aspects of winter 
protection of bonsai plants in pots.  For more de-
tails, please refer to Rory’s article on page 3.   

Hospitality will be provided by Typhoon 
thanks to Lee Cheatle.   

The Mentorship Program will feature Scott 
Elser on winter pruning and care.  For details, 
please refer to Scott Tice’s article on page 2.   

Oregon Shohin Kai 
The November meeting of the Oregon Shohin Kai 

was well attended.  Thank you to JC Kitchen Cabinets 
for letting us use their space.  No formal program this 
month.  We did what we love best – worked on our 
trees, getting them cleaned up for winter storage.  We 
did do a little business, scheduling for future meet-
ings.  After trying second Saturdays for a couple of 
months, we find that overall, meeting on the FIRST 
SATURDAY of each month works better.  We’re go-
ing back to holding OSK meetings on the first Satur-
days of each month, except holiday weekends.  For 
months that the first Saturday gets tangled up with a 
holiday (New Years, July 4th, Labor Day), we will meet 
on the second Saturday.   

Because of the busy holiday season, we voted  to 
skip the December meeting.  Our next OSK meeting 
will be in January, an exception month, so we’ll meet 
on the second Saturday, January 9th  at JC Kitchen 
Cabinets in North Wilsonville.  Topic will be our favor-
ite, working on our trees, so bring lots of trees to work 
on, and your tools, and your lunch.   



PNBCA 2012 

 
Work is progressing on the convention. We’re in 

the process of identifying committee chairs. We 
have several already, such as Dennis Vojtilla work-
ing on Programs, Lee Cheatle working on finding 
and procuring workshop/demo materials, Anne 
Spencer doing the exhibit. Margie Kinoshita has 
agreed to be registrar, and Ron Cascisa will do ad-
vertising. Bob Laws is working on hotel negotia-
tions. Many other slots have been filled (details will 
be available at the November meeting). However, 
many are still vacant. That’s where YOU come in. 
Here are a few of the specific chair needs: 

 
Set Up/Take Down – in charge of making 
sure the hotel rooms are set up for workshops 
or demos. Every event will need set up/take 
down help. 
 
Critique Coordinator – planning, organizing, 
monitoring critique events. 
 
Friday Evening – this is a major event, in 
need of planning and staging. Entertainment, 
food, tickets, decorations, etc. 
 
Security – keeping materials safe and secure, 
making sure rooms are unlocked and re-
locked on schedule. 
 
Goodie Bags – procuring bag and stuffing it 
with worth while goodies to be handed to 
each registrant at check-in. 
 
Non-Bonsai Events – something for the 
spouses/partners to do while their other half 
does bonsai. 
 
Ask Me People – floaters to help guests with 
their questions and issues. 

 
This is only a partial list. We need chairs for these 
items and others. In addition, EVERY COMMIT-
TEE NEEDS HELPERS. So please come to the No-
vember meeting prepared to put your name on a list 
to help out with an activity (activities!) of your inter-
est. Or call/email me, Jan Hettick, 503-452-1129, 
janhettick@comcast.net, or Joanne Raiton 503-244-
5201 joanneraiton@ msn.com. 

BSOP Mentorship Program  

November 2009 - Winter Styling and Care 

When: Saturday, November 21st - 2-5pm 

Where: St. Philip Neri Church - St. Paul room  

We are lucky to get Scott Elser this month. Scott 
will be talking about WINTER pruning and care.  

Get a jumpstart on the proper care of your trees 
when the days get short, the wind whips up and the 
temperature falls.  

Please bring from 1-3 trees (Deciduous or Coni-
fers) to work on. 

If you have the time please think about doing a 
quick sketch of your Bonsai area. Be sure to include 
where North is and write down sun patterns and also 
wind directions.  

Photos would be wonderful! We will attempt to 
give you some advice as to how your particular place-
ment effects your trees health.  

This is Scott's only visit to our group this year so 
please make an extra effort to attend so we can get him 
again in the future.  

For more information or directions Scott's cell 

number is (503) 781-0310.  

Please RSVP to Scott Tice via email 

at:  scottice@teleport.com  

Next meeting: Winter break- February will be 

our next official meeting. 

Scott Tice 

2010 California Shohin Convention  

The Shohin Society Seminar meets at the Hotel do 
Oro in Santa Nella, CA on February 5 - 7, 2010.  
There are workshops available, but they fill up fast as 
do the hotel rooms.  If you did not receive a registra-
tion form in email, contact the people listed below.  
Workshop registration must be postmarked by Decem-
ber 24, 2009 to be in the pool for the lottery of over-
subscribed workshops.   

Anne Spencer or Jan Hettick can answer any ques-
tions you may have about the convention.  Jan’s phone 
is 503-504-7760, e-mail janhettick@comcast.net or 
Anne’s phone is 503-644-3066, e-mail is aspen-
cer3@verizon.net  



Apex Bonsai Supply 
Custom Soils Akadama 

Japanese, Korean & Chinese Pots 
Tools  Copper and Aluminum Wire 

Lessons available 
Family Run, Locally Owned 

apexbonsaisupply@verizon.net     

 

Steve & Deb  
Wilcox 

 

 503 848 2638 
503 720 9028 cell 

Out on a Limb - Presidents Re-
port   

November is the time of year known for the 
beginning of the Holidays. Of course the big holi-
day we celebrate in November is Thanksgiving, 
when we all take time to reflect on the blessings of 
our individual lives, and with those that we care 
about. 

One of the great blessings in my life is the 
friendships I have through my association with 
BSOP. My passion for growing plants, and espe-
cially my passion for participating in the art of 
bonsai has brought me to BSOP. I am thankful for 
those passions, and then for the ability I have to 
participate in this fine organization. 

Organizations such as BSOP exist because 
people with similar passions band together to share 
their passions and to socialize. We are good at 
both those aspects. BSOP is successful because 
these people who share their passions also are will-
ing volunteers who come forward and make the 
organization flourish. I am thankful that I can be a 
part of this great organization. I am also very 
thankful that I have the easy job to do because 
there are so many willing volunteers who make 
task of President easy. 

I am thankful for the fact that in this organiza-
tion we come together and assist one another with 
our problems concerning our individual bonsai 
plants. We also come together to praise the beauty 
of our works of art, our bonsai creations. We help 
one another become more proficient in the art. 

I am also very thankful that we know how to 
socialize and have a good time together. We do 
this every month at the general membership meet-
ing, as well as at the Mentorship gatherings, and 
also at the Shohin-kai gatherings. Also the board 
meets monthly and socializes as they ponder and 
conduct the clubs business. I am thankful that we 
are all so amenable. 

One of our best social activities is just around 
the corner in December, the annual Holiday Party. 
I look forward to seeing you all there. The club 
subsidizes some of the cost of the party so all can 
afford to come and participate. For this and the 
fact that I know you, all of you, I am Thankful.   

Don 

Wired for Success - Vice-Presidents Report 

We had a great turn out for our October meeting. I 
want to thank Dennis Vojtilla for his program on Prin-
cess Persimmons. Dennis is a wealth of knowledge on 
this species and his program was reflective of his 
breadth and depth of experience. In November we will 
be discussing Fall preparation for your bonsai. We all 
prepare differently for fall whether it is placing our 
trees in cold frames or a sheltered out - building or 
whether it is doing nothing at all. There are a few basic 
things we probably all do and we will explore the dif-
ferences and similarities and also discuss some species 
specific fall maintenance items. The format for the dis-
cussion will be a panel consisting of several of our 
members discussing what it is that they do and a Q and 
A with the club members. 

The Holiday party and auction is scheduled for Decem-
ber 19th at Oaks Park. There will be a sign up sheet at 
the November meeting and like last year the club will 
subsidize a portion of the cost of the dinner and event. 
The remaining cost per person for the event will be 
$15. The dinner is buffet style and the menu includes: 
garlic rubbed beef, chicken breast Alfredo, fresh fruit 
display, Caesar salad, pasta salad, au gratin potatoes, 
green beans with pearl onions and almonds, bread and 
butter, and deluxe dessert assortment. Please take a mo-
ment to sign up for the holiday party so we can get re-
fine our count for the caterer. Again like last year we 
will have a club auction with tree, pots and all things 
bonsai, more information to come on this at the No-

vember meeting.    Rory 



Annual Membership Renewal 
Just a reminder that annual BSOP dues are now due.  

Please send your payment to Margie Kinoshita or plan to 
pay at the November meeting.   

Walter Pall Workshop  
The BSOP and Oregon Bonsai are teaming up 

to bring a Walter Pall workshop to town in De-
cember. The tentative date for a workshop is Sat-
urday December 5 with an additional workshop as 
a possibility if there is enough interest on Sunday 
December 6. For those of you who know of Wal-
ter I’m sure there will be interest. For those who 
do not, here is some background from Walter’s 
website. 

Walter Pall was born in 1944 in Austria, he is 
married to Hanna, with one son, living near Mu-
nich, Germany, in sight of the Alps where he 
grew up and still loves to ski. Since 1980 Walter 
has been busy with bonsai as a hobby. After a ca-
reer as top manager in the Electronics and Con-
sulting Industry he finally decided in 1990 to be-
come a part time bonsai professional. 

His lectures are a treat. Walter's philosophy 
about demos is first and foremost to provide a ba-
sis of high quality bonsai work, add a substantial 
amount of explanation for the audience to clearly 
understand his development process, and also tell 
amusing anecdotes along the way. Altogether this 
makes for an entertaining and professional show. 
Nobody falls asleep in Walter's lectures. Walter 
often is called a walking encyclopedia on bonsai 
and he shares his knowledge freely. Walter also 
loves to lead workshops where he sets the main 
focus on teaching the artistic side of bonsai. In the 
past years Walter has also established himself as 
the key moderator for international bonsai con-
ventions. 

He is known worldwide for the quality of his 
bonsai creations. Walter has received several doz-
ens national and international awards for his 
beautiful, dramatic bonsai. He has won the most 
prestigious Crespi Cup Award of Italy for his well 
known Rocky Mountain Juniper, and has come in 
among the top six, every time he has entered. He 
has also won second and third and other places in 
the Gingko Cup Awards of the Belgium bonsai 
competition held every two years. 

Walter was one of the first Europeans to work 
with indigenous species, which he collects in his 
beloved Alpine mountains He now owns a collec-
tion of more than 500 quality trees in varying 
stages of development and keeps a store reserve  

of about 1000 handmade pots to compliment the bon-
sai. Besides his famous conifers he is also well known for 
his beautiful deciduous trees. Walter's bonsai usually are 
strong, powerful trees which he frequently forms in natu-
ral shapes. The longer he has been involved with tree de-
velopment, the more he has moved away from traditional 
bonsai styling to his own concepts of design. Only those 
who have actually visited his garden know that he also has 
an impressive collection of shohin bonsai. 

It will surprise many that Walter considers himself an 
amateur, and he means it. While he apparently tries hard 
to work professionally with whatever he does, the aim is 
not commercial success. He does not style trees to sell 
them later. He does it for his own joy. This is the reason 
why he entertains one of the most comprehensive bonsai 
collections around. 

The workshop will be a ‘bring your own tree’ work-
shop from 9 to 5 with Walter at a price of $90 for the day. 
I will be working with St Philip Neri to secure space if we 
have enough interest. Please contact me asap at rza-
bel@standard.com to let me know you would like to at-
tend and secure a spot. Currently there are 4 remaining 
spots in the Saturday workshop out of 8 total spots. 

Thanks to Jason Gamby at Oregon Bonsai for reaching 
out to the club with this special workshop opportunity.   

Rory 

A few of Walter Palls trees from www.bonsai4me.com 



 

daybreak 
gardens  

 

    
  

 Since 1978 
 

ALL YOU NEED FOR BONSAI 
 

Plants - supplies - classes 
Plus  

Natural Fertilizers for Lawn & Garden 
Sky Bright® Fiberglass Greenhouses 

Leaky Pipe® Micro-Watering Supplies 
 

Dave & Donna Burnett 
Battle Ground, WA 98604 

360 687- 5641 
 

If you need bonsai supplies, please call 

ahead for delivery at a BSOP meeting 

 

Home of El Dorado Bonsai NW 
 

Dedicated to growing trees specifically for 
bonsai, combining the best of  traditional Japa-
nese techniques with the proven technology of 

the Oregon nursery industry. 
 

Over 50 of the most popular species 

plus some unique and rare offerings. 
 

Black pine, white pine, mugo, Scots 

pine & Japanese larch 
 

Maples, elms, crabapples, quince & 

hornbeam 
 

Satsuki Azalea 
Through our partnership with El Dorado Bonsai we 
are able to offer one of the finest selection of satsuki 

azalea whips and specimens in the USA. 
 

Soils 
Master Nakayama’s personal brand of Kanuma and 

Akadama $24.00 for the 12 quart bag. 
 

Wire 
Aluminum wire $25 per kilo. 

Ask about copper wire. 
 

Pots 
Full line of mica pots 

Low priced pots from Korean kilns 
Hand made pots from American potters 

 

Tools 
Yoshiaki, Nakayama, Masakuni 

 

and 
Hard to find items such as camellia oil, HB 101 

 

Ask about bonsai society member discounts. 
 

To contact us, please call or email 
Chris & Lisa Kirk  503 859 3697 

tfarms@wvi.com 

Bonsai Supplies from 

Wee Tree Farm 
 

Not only do we have a large selection of pottery, 
trees, tools, etc., but Garland Nursery has 5 acres 

of plants to browse through.  Please come see us, I 
promise it is worth the drive! 

 

Our Retail location located at: 

Garland Nursery 
HWY 20 half way between Albany and Corvallis 

 

Hours: M-F 9-6, Sat 9-5, Sun 10-5 
541 753 6601 

 
 

Please call Diane with any 
questions at 800 638 1098 



 

The Bonsai Society of Portland meets on the fourth Tuesday of each 
month except in summer, when other group outings are arranged.   
 

St. Phillip Neri Parish 
2408 SE 16th Avenue, Portland OR 

Northeast corner of SE Division and 16th Avenue 

Visitors are always welcome! 
 

Board of Directors 
President:  Don Howse 503 668-5834 don@porterhowse.com 
VP-Programs:  Rory Zabel 503 690-4332 rzabel@standard.com 
VP-Membership: Margie Kinoshita 503 652-1959  

youngkinoshita@msn.com 
Treasurer:  Brian Daniels 503 582-1782  
Secretary:  Patricia Daniels 503 582-1782 

Patricia_Anne_Daniels@yahoo.com 
 

Committee Heads 
Librarian: Barbara Devitt 503 764-8242 bbd.jcgroup@yahoo.com  
Mentorship: Scott Tice 503 781-0310  scottice@teleport.com 
Shohin Kai: Arlene Sigourney 503 667-0148  asigourney@aol.com 
Newsletter: Peter Pelofske 503 704-3891  pelofskepj@juno.com 
 Submissions to BSOP newsletter due on 10th of the month 
Webmaster: Craig Frank 503 598-8692  cfrank31@comcast.net 
Club Email: Arlene Sigourney 503 667-0148  asigourney@aol.com 
 


