
   June 2010 

June 12,13 2010 National Bonsai Exhibit 
Rochester, New York 

June 19 - 2 to 5pm Mentorship Meeting  

St. Philip Neri, St. Paul Room 2408 SE 16th 
Ave. Portland, OR  
NO MEETING IN JULY OR AUGUST  

June 22 - 7 to 9 pm Monthly BSOP Meeting 

St. Philip Neri, 2408 SE 16th Ave, Portland  
Please note: This is the fourth Tuesday and not 
the last Tuesday  
NO MEETING IN JULY OR AUGUST  

July 10 - 10am Multi-club Summer Picnic  

Wee Tree Farm, Philomath, OR 97370 See page 5 

August 2 6:30pm BSOP Board Meeting 

Don Howse condo - 503 668 5834 

August 14 BSOP Picnic 

Creston Park, Portland 

September 11 - 10 to 2pm OSK Meeting 
J. C. Kitchen Cabinets, Wilsonville   

September 18 - 2 to 5pm Mentorship Meeting  

St. Philip Neri, St. Paul Room 2408 SE 16th Ave. 
Portland, OR  

December 18 - BSOP Holiday Party 
Oaks Park, Portland  

Schedule of Upcoming Events June Monthly Meeting 
The program for this month has changed from 

what was previously described. Our guest speaker 
from Hawaii, Mr. Liew is unable to attend our June 
meeting and the Penjing event at the Chinese garden 
due to personal issues at home. The program this 
month will still focus on Penjing. We will discuss and 
highlight the differences between Japanese bonsai and 
Chinese Penjing. 

Mark Vossbrink will be leading the discussion on 
Penjing and will also be sharing some pictures sup-
porting the Penjing theme from his time in China.  

Please bring a Penjing if you have one. These are 
typically styled as Literati or Saikei.   

Find information on the Chinese garden Penjing 
program and exhibit on page 2.  

Rory 

Pacific Rim Bonsai Collection  
Good news!  The Pacific Rim Bonsai Collection 

has been re-opened.  The length of time the exhibit 
will be open is undetermined, but is presently ex-
pected to be at least through the end of the summer, 
possibly the end of the year.  Here's your opportunity 
to visit one more time!  For more information on the 
Collection, check the website: 
www.weyerhaeuser.com/Company/Bonsai.  

Also, you may have heard that Felix B. Laughlin, 
President of The National Bonsai Foundation, Inc., 
said in their Spring 2010 Bulletin that they might be 
considering an affiliation with the Pacific Rim Collec-
tion.  According to Dave DeGroot, Curator of the Col-
lection, the Weyerhaeuser VP for Corporate Affairs 
floated the idea at the NBF annual meeting, but the 
idea is "still floating".  



Out On A Limb   
It is another rainy day in June, and there is not a 

sign of summer on the horizon, yet. However, we all 
know it will come, and summer could well be very 
dry and warm when it does appear. I am sure we are 
all tired of this cool and wet weather, but the plants 
seem to relish it. However, some of our bonsai are 
subject to being over-watered, and so we have to set 
up covers to block the falling rain. There is always 
another task to be done. 

The same is true to any organization. There is 
another task to be done. Our club is run by volun-
teers, including board members and committee 
members. What ever activity we choose to make 
happen, it requires dedicated individuals who volun-
teer. Some folks volunteer more than others, but col-
lectively we make the club the successful entity that 
it is. 

The Nominations Committee is looking for vol-
unteers. Now is the time for you to consider your 
commitment to BSOP. Please consider taking on the 
role of one of the officer positions. You can make an 
important impact on the operations of BSOP. Jan 
Hettick, one of those perennial volunteers, who 
never knows when or how to say “No”, thankfully, 
has taken on the role of Nominations Committee 
chair. She would gladly accept your name in nomi-
nation for any of the officer roles for 2011-2012. 
You can see Jan at any of our monthly meetings, or 
as the OSK events. She will also be at the summer 
picnic at Creston Park on August 14. So, consider 
going up to Jan and saying: ”I want to support 
BSOP. I will allow my name to be put into nomina-
tion for the office of _______. “ 

I look forward to seeing you at the picnic too. 
Meanwhile have a good summer, and hopefully it is 
not too hot or hard on us or our bonsai plants.  

Don 

Landscapes in Miniature  

June 18-24, 2010  

Say the word bonsai and most people imagine 
tiny, clipped trees associated with Japan and lovers of 
pruning rules.  However, the Chinese were translating 
large landscapes into miniature pots for centuries be-
fore others. Penjing is the ancient Chinese art of trans-
lating the world landscape into the miniscule and has 
been traced back to 221 BCE.  The landscapes often 
feature rocks, moss and miniature clay figures called 
mud men. 

This unique exhibit features more than 30 exqui-
site Penjing from local masters and rare mud men 
from a private collection. It appears in time for Fa-
ther’s Day weekend when men can indulge their pen-
chant for extreme pruning.  Families can make Dad a 

Penjing Father’s Day Card, learn from a Penjing mas-
ter as he prunes, peruse Lan Su’s Penjing collection 
and purchase a personal Penjing to take home and 
shape for life. 

Landscapes in Miniature Schedule  

Friday, June 18 
All day - Penjing Exhibit Opens  

Saturday, June 19 
All day - Penjing Exhibit 
11:00 a.m. - Penjing demonstration and pruning 
11:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. - Make a Penjing card for Fa-
ther’s Day 
11:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. - Mahjong (Teach Dad how to 
play) 
1:00 p.m. - Guided tour of Lan Su’s Penjing exhibit 
1:00 p.m. - Story Time - The Stones and the Poet 

Sunday, June 20 
All day - Penjing Exhibit 
11:00 a.m. - Penjing demonstration and pruning 
11:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. - Make a Penjing card for Fa-
ther’s Day 
1:00 p.m. - Guided tour of Lan Su’s Penjing exhibit 

Monday, June 21 
All day - Penjing Exhibit 

Tuesday, June 22 
All day - Penjing Exhibit 

Wednesday, June 23 
All day - Penjing Exhibit 

Thursday, June 24 
All day - Penjing Exhibit 
3:00 p. m. - Penjing Demonstration 

A Penjing example 



Oregon Shohin Kai 
This first Saturday of June was a beautiful Sunny 

(and almost hot) day for the OSK Meeting.  This last 
meeting of the season was a pot luck luncheon in the 
back yard of Jan Hettick.  

The food brought for the luncheon covered a 
large table Jan had set up in the shade.  Everyone 
found something tasty choosing from a hot dish, sal-
ads and of course desserts.  

Sitting and enjoying the sun and Jan's back yard 
was a very relaxed way to end the OSK season.  We 
all brought trees to work on while having a conversa-
tion about next Fall. Our next meeting will be the 
SECOND Saturday in September because of Labor 
Day Weekend.  Watch the August newsletter for 
more details.  

Thanks Jan for having us in your enjoyable back 
yard on a Sunny Day!  

Norm 

WILL YOU SERVE? 

It’s time to think about nominations for our next 
Executive Board. BSOP is a non-profit organization 
dedicated to promoting the art of Bonsai by holding 
monthly meetings and many other events, including 
shows, workshops and sub-group meetings. This 
takes quite a bit of organization and effort. Day to 
day running of the club is done by the five-member 
Executive Board. Elections will be held at the No-
vember meeting in 2010, with installation in January 
2011 for a two-year term. Any member in good 
standing can serve… is encouraged to serve!  The 
Nominating Committee is responsible for recom-
mending a slate of officers to the club membership no 
later than the regular meeting in October 2010. With 
that in mind, we are now searching for members will-
ing to serve. Board positions involve the following: 

The President presides at all club meetings, or-
ganizes and runs meetings of the Executive Board, 
appoints and monitors committees, and performs 
other duties as chief executive of the organization. 
The president oversees all Board positions and club 
activities. 

The First Vice-President probably has the big-
gest job, being responsible for all club programs. 
This includes facilities and topics of the regular meet-
ings, arranging workshops, and coordinating special 
events. This job entails coordination with local, na-
tional and sometimes international artists, and occa-
sionally working with neighboring clubs. The First 
VP works closely with the President, and fills that 
position if it becomes necessary. 

The Second Vice-President is primarily respon-
sible for keeping track of the membership.  Duties 
include introducing and informing new members, 
processing membership renewals, publishing a yearly 
roster, and greeting members at the general meetings.  

The Secretary records the minutes of all meet-
ings and keeps a file record of the Society’s activities, 
and is responsible for official correspondence re-
quested by the Executive Board.  

The Treasurer is a key member of the Board, 
receiving all Society funds and paying all bills for 
normal operating expenses. The Treasurer provides 
monthly financial reports to the Board and to the gen-
eral membership as needed. Responsible for the an-
nual audit and preparing and monitoring the budget. 

The Board meetings are also attended by a Past 

President, which is an elected non-voting advisory 
position that is held by someone who has served as 
President in the past. The Board can obtain assistance 
from a couple of standing committees, including a 
Finance Committee and a Programs Committee. 
These committees meet no more than two or three 
times each year as necessary.  

If you are interested in serving in any of these 
Board positions or committees, please contact Jan 
Hettick, chair of the Nominating Committee, at 503-
504-7760 or janhettick@comcast.net.  

Jan 



BSOP Mentorship Program  

When: Saturday, June 19 - 2-5pm 

Where: St. Philip Neri St. Paul Room - 2408 

SE 16th Ave. Portland OR 

Wire and Wiring  

Wiring Basics 101  If time we can review 102 Intermediate 
and 103 Advanced. Any reading or practice you do before 
the meeting will help you learn the techniques faster.  

We will discuss how to prepare your tree for easier wiring; 
needle removal, deciding what branches to cut off in ad-
vance etc.  

We will discuss tools and how best to use them and why 
tools made for bonsai can have some advantages.  

After a short review of the basics, we will get right to it.  

What to bring: Always good to bring your tool bag but here 
are some musts...  

Wire (bring what you have either copper or aluminum, or 
BOTH, and as many sizes as you feel your tree will need)  

Wire cutter and Pliers (2 pairs are better than one)  

Raffia, if you feel you need it; pre soaking is always a time 
saver  

TREES TO BRING: the tree you want to learn on should 
not have wire on it; previously wired and removed is okay. 
If you have a tree that is wired and want to bring it to help 
you know how to wire better, that is fine.  Please remem-
ber, we have only a short time to help all. To save time 
remove unneeded needles; leaves, branches, etc. Clean it 
up before coming to class. Then you will be able to spend 
the whole class practicing wiring. If you are unsure of how 
to prep your tree for wiring then bring what you have and 
we will do our best to help.  

For beginners; bring a tree that is either fairly small or has 
fairly simple branch structure. Failing that, bring what you 
have.   

Have an idea of how you want to style it. What do you see 
as the style?  

For intermediate; bring a tree you feel has some wiring 
challenges/branch bending challenges.  

For more information or directions Scott's cell 

number is (503) 781-0310.  

Please RSVP to Scott Tice via email 

at: scottice@mac.com  

Next meeting: Saturday, September 18th - Pro-

gram TBA - St. Philip Neri St. Paul Room - 2408 SE 

16th Ave. - Portland, OR 

Scott Tice 

May Mentorship folks 
make poo balls. 



Apex Bonsai Supply 
 

 
 

Custom Soils Akadama 
Japanese, Korean & Chinese Pots 

Tools   Copper and Aluminum Wire 
 

Lessons available 
Family Run, Locally Owned 

 
 

Steve & Deb  
Wilcox 

 
 
 

 503 848 2638 
503 720 9028 cell 

apexbonsaisupply@verizon.net     

2010 Multi-club pot luck  
Hello everyone,  

July 10th is the day for the multi-club pot luck 
held at Wee Tree Farm in Philomath.  Come any-
time after 10 am and bring a dish to share, your own 
place setting, a tree for the TOP 20 BEST OF THE 
WORST/BEST CONTEST, and have some fun!   

We'll eat around noon, then you are free to enjoy 
the contest, walk down to the river, shop, or just sit 
and chat.  The Corvallis Bonsai Society will provide 
coffee and cold refreshments.  We should have plenty 
of chairs, but if you have a favorite and want to haul 
it please do so.    

If you need directions please contact me.  Please 
pass this message on to anyone interested.  

Thank you!   Diane  

BACK BY POPULAR DEMAND…  

THE TOP 20 BEST OF THE 

WORST/BEST CONTEST!  

BRING YOUR TREES!!!  Multiple trees 
can be submitted.  Winners will be selected 
by a panel of 3 judges.  VALUABLE prizes 
donated by Wee Tree Nursery.  All trees 
must be in a bonsai pot. (Sorry, this contest 
is too classy for nursery containers!).  Prizes 
will be awarded for spectacular specimens 

in the following order:  

 1. Ugliest!  (In the tradition of several previous 
Wee Tree potluck contests). 

 2. Biggest Trunk Diameter (1 inch above soil 
surface).  

 3. Least Foliage (1 leaf minimum).  
 4. Most Unusual Pot.  
 5. Best Crash Bonsai with Model Cars.  
 6. Largest Number of Trees in 1 Pot/Slab.  
 7. Best Flowers (must be present on the tree).  
 8. Most Unusual Species for a Bonsai.  
 9. Looks Most Like An Animal.  
10. Best Accent Plant (in a pot).  
11. Smallest Leaf Size (on a deciduous species).  
12. Highest Deadwood/Livewood Ratio (must be 

a live tree).  
13. Nicest Dead Tree (Lucky 13).  
14. Smallest Bonsai.  
15. Best Wire Scars.  
 

16. Best Weeds in a Bonsai Pot (with tree).  
17. Most Heavily Wired Tree.  
18. Biggest Leaf Size.  
19. Most Twisted/Convoluted Trunk (Contorta 

Award).  
20. Best (non-green) Colored Leaves.  

Bring Your Trees and Have Some Fun!!!  

PS: Seriousness not required!  

Wee Tree Farm  
PO Box 340  
Philomath, OR 
97370  

541-929-9520  
800-638-1098  
FAX 541-929-9522  
diane@weetree.com 



 

daybreak 
gardens  

 

    
  

 Since 1978 
 

ALL YOU NEED FOR BONSAI 
 

Plants - supplies - classes 
Plus  

Natural Fertilizers for Lawn & Garden 
Sky Bright® Fiberglass Greenhouses 

Leaky Pipe® Micro-Watering Supplies 
 

Dave & Donna Burnett 
Battle Ground, WA 98604 

360 687- 5641 
 

If you need bonsai supplies, please call 

ahead for delivery at a BSOP meeting 

 

Home of El Dorado Bonsai NW 
 

Dedicated to growing trees specifically for 
bonsai, combining the best of  traditional Japa-
nese techniques with the proven technology of 

the Oregon nursery industry. 
 

Over 50 of the most popular species 
plus some unique and rare offerings. 

 
Black pine, white pine, mugo, Scots 

pine & Japanese larch 
 

Maples, elms, crabapples, quince & 
hornbeam 

 
Satsuki Azalea 

Through our partnership with El Dorado Bonsai we 
are able to offer one of the finest selection of satsuki 

azalea whips and specimens in the USA. 
 

Soils 
Master Nakayama’s personal brand of Kanuma and 

Akadama $24.00 for the 12 quart bag. 
 

Wire 
Aluminum wire $25 per kilo. 

Ask about copper wire. 
 

Pots 
Full line of mica pots 

Low priced pots from Korean kilns 
Hand made pots from American potters 

 

Tools 
Yoshiaki, Nakayama, Masakuni 

 

and 
Hard to find items such as camellia oil, HB 101 

 

Ask about bonsai society member discounts. 
 

To contact us, please call or email 
Chris & Lisa Kirk  503 859 3697 

tfarms@wvi.com 

Bonsai Supplies from 

Wee Tree Farm 
 

Not only do we have a large selection of pottery, 
trees, tools, etc., but Garland Nursery has 5 acres 

of plants to browse through.  Please come see us, I 
promise it is worth the drive! 

 

Our Retail location located at: 

Garland Nursery 
HWY 20 half way between Albany and Corvallis 

 

Hours: M-F 9-6, Sat 9-5, Sun 10-5 
541 753 6601 

 
 

Please call Diane with any 
questions at 800 638 1098 



 

The Bonsai Society of Portland meets on the fourth Tuesday of each 
month except in summer, when other group outings are arranged.   
 

St. Phillip Neri Parish 
2408 SE 16th Avenue, Portland OR 

Northeast corner of SE Division and 16th Avenue 

Visitors are always welcome! 
 

Board of Directors 
President:  Don Howse 503 668-5834 don@porterhowse.com 
President emeritus:  Jan Hettick  503 452-1129 janhettick@comcast.net 
VP-Programs:  Rory Zabel 503 690-4332 rzabel@standard.com 
VP-Membership: Margie Kinoshita 503 652-1959  

youngkinoshita@msn.com 
Treasurer:  Brian Daniels 503 582-1782  
Secretary:  Patricia Daniels 503 582-1782 

Patricia_Anne_Daniels@yahoo.com 

Committee Heads 
Librarian: Barbara Devitt 503 764-8242 bbd.jcgroup@yahoo.com  
Mentorship: Scott Tice 503 781-0310  scottice@mac.com 
Shohin Kai: Arlene Sigourney 503 667-0148  asigourney@aol.com 
Newsletter: Peter Pelofske 503 704-3891  pelofskepj@juno.com 
Webmaster: Craig Frank 503 598-8692  cfrank31@comcast.net 
Club Email: Arlene Sigourney 503 667-0148  asigourney@aol.com 
Heritage Group:  Bob Laws  360-574-0166 rklaws@comcast.net  
 


