
June 2009 

June 20 - 1 to 4 PM Mentorship Meeting  
Wilcox Residence, 2860 SW 175th Ave. Aloha, OR 
 
June 23 - 7 to 9 pm BSOP Monthly Meeting  

St. Phillip Neri Parrish, 2408 SE 16th Ave. Portland 
OR 
 
June 26&27 Oregon Coast Bonsai Exhibit 
Newport Middle School 
 
July 11 - 11AM  Multi-Club Annual Picnic 
Wee Tree Farm, Philomath, OR 
 
July 12 - 3 PM BSOP Board Meeting 
Porterhowse Farm, Sandy, OR 
 
August 3 - 6:30 PM BSOP Board Meeting 
Porterhowse Farm, Sandy, OR 
 
August 8 Annual BSOP Picnic  

Creston Park 
 
October  1-3, 2009  20th Annual PNB Convention 

Victoria, B.C. 

June Mentorship Meeting 
BSOP Mentorship Program - June 2009 - Design, 

branch placement, wiring & summer maintenance 

When: Saturday, June 20th  

Where: Wilcox residence - 2860 SW 175th Ave. -

 Aloha, OR 

For more information or directions Scott's cell num-

ber is (503) 781-0310.  

Please RSVP to Scott Tice via email 

at: scottice@teleport.com  

Scott Tice 

Schedule of Upcoming Events June Oregon Shohin Kai Meeting 

OSK this month met in Paula Bentley -Mathews' 
garage which was just the correct size for the group 
that was present. Thank you Paula.  

We again worked on trees with great conversa-
tion. Paula had some beautiful bonsai to share, espe-
cially a breathtaking azalea, and Pat Foldi brought a 
charming young styrax grove made last year from 
seedlings dug while weeding at Pacific Rim last 
year.  The guys brought lots of little trees and kept 
busy pruning. 

 Anne brought a special gift of a dwarf Beauty-
berry bush (Early Amethyst cultivar) from the Bea-
verton Farmer's market from which we made cut-
tings. She provided pots and soil, and Paula shared 
her rooting hormone and water for those interested 
in making cuttings, so all are well on their way to-
ward becoming shohin, Thank you Anne and Paula.  

 Quite a few of our members were working at 
Pacific Rim Bonsai Collection in Federal Way WA. 
so our group was small for this last meeting of the 
season. We missed them. There will be no meeting 
in July or August.  Watch the newsletter for infor-
mation about fall meetings. 

Norm 



Wired for Success - Vice-Presidents Report 

Once again I would like to start my update with 
a note of thanks. Thank you to Alan Taft for his ex-
ceptional overview of bonsai tools in the May meet-
ing. I had several members express how great it was 
to see all of the bonsai tool options and that they did-
n’t realize that there were so many special Japanese 
tools and alternative non-Japanese tools that could 
be used in our pursuit of the perfectly styled tree.  

Also thank you to people who brought in accent 
plants to share as part of the monthly species dis-
play. And finally thank you to my lone tool sharp-
ener, Steve Wilcox. Each of your efforts and contri-
butions are very much appreciated!! 

Our program for the month of June is two-part. 

First, Don Howse will be sharing his knowledge 
of pines with the club. Don will be speaking from a 
nurseryman perspective but I would expect some 
Bonsai slant to this discussion. If you own pines 
then you are more than likely heads-down in June 
pine work or preparing to be heads down in June 
pine work. I will make several hard-copy articles 
available for you to use as reference as you get into 
the season. As mentioned in our last meeting, we 
will have a species focus each month to share the 
same tree in different stages of development, which 
may be in different styles and have had different 
care. Again this is to give our club broader exposure 
to the “possibilities” in our trees.  

The species focus for this month is Satsuki Azal-
eas. If you have one or have an Azalea in general, it 
would be great if you could bring it to share with the 
group. 

The second part of this month’s meeting will be 
a tree sale and auction. Our club has taken on the 
responsibility of helping members who are no longer 
able to care for their trees. We have approximately 
25 trees that we will be auctioning off via a live auc-
tion. These trees need to find a new, good home to 
pick up where our friends in the club have had to 
leave off as they can no longer care for them.  

We will also have another 20 trees that will be 
part of a silent auction in the back. All of these trees 
will have minimum bid prices. Please come help 
find these trees new homes where they can get the 
same loving care as their current owners provided.   

Out on a Limb - Presidents Report   

Spring!!! What happened to Spring? Winter was 
interminably long and now summer has already ar-
rived. I think Spring fell over a weekend, at least 
that was good. Wow, how time flies when you are 
having fun. There is so much work to do in the gar-
dens and with our bonsai plants, and during the win-
ter we said, “I will get to it in the spring!” That way 
I can have more time in the summer. Did you get it 
all done??? Ha Ha!! 

I know that I am now doing many of those tasks 
I had planned to do in April and May. Do you real-
ize the days begin getting shorter in about 2 weeks. 
Fall is coming!! Good Grief Charley Brown, let’s 
enjoy the summer while we can. 

Here at BSOP we take the months of July and 
August off from our regular meetings. We do still 
have a good meeting planned for June, with a focus 
on Pines. At that meeting we will also have a sale 
and auction of plants from some of our members 
who can no longer take care of their collections. 
There will be some very nice prized plants available 
on the evening of June 23, so put on your bidder’s 
hat and come prepared. 

One of our members, Bob Spahn has had to 
move into an adult care facility, and we at BSOP are 
trying to help him, and his wife Lynne Pfeiffer-
Spahn liquidate his collection. He can no longer care 
for his plants, and he does not want them to deterio-
rate. 

Also, Bob can have visitors at his new home, 
which is located near Damascus, at 21903 SE Bor-
ges Rd., Damascus, OR 97089. The facility is 
known as the Mt. Hood View Adult Care Home. He 
would appreciate visitors and since many of us have 
known Bob over the years, we should take the time 
to pay him a visit. Afternoon visits are best. You can 
call ahead to the care facility to see if Bob is avail-
able at 503-658-7060. Let us support our fellow bon-
sai enthusiasts and help them through transitions 
such as this. Bob and Lynne have contributed sig-
nificantly to the Bonsai Society of Portland over the 
years they have been in the area. Bob’s plants were 
often shown and featured at our Spring and Fall 
Shows at the Japanese Gardens. 

Enjoy the summer, Fall is not far behind. See you all 
at the picnic on August 8th. 

Don 



Apex Bonsai Supply 
Custom Soils Akadama 

Japanese, Korean & Chinese Pots 
Tools  Copper and Aluminum Wire 

Lessons available 
Family Run, Locally Owned 

apexbonsaisupply@verizon.net     

 

Steve & Deb  
Wilcox 

 

 503 848 2638 
503 720 9028 cell 

Lastly, if you were not at last months meeting 
then you may not be aware of the date for club pic-
nic. This year’s picnic will be on Saturday August 
8th at Creston Park. This is the same location as last 
year. Please reserve the date and plan to attend. 
More specific information will follow. 

Thanks, 

Rory 

is laudable. What is sad though is that these strictures 
become the measure of their own and other's efforts 
with little regard being given to the reason for them 
being there at all. 

The key is essence and in effect in bonsai that is 
what we work with. The essence of tree, of ourselves, 
our own vision, the rules pertaining to bonsai and the 
relationship between them all. That tree that sits in its 
pot before us is the focal point but not the end result. 
As I see it the difference between Chinese and Japa-
nese bonsai craft is that the former is more of an indi-
vidual expression of self. Whilst the latter is an ex-
pression of man's attempt to create perfection through 
nature. It is no coincidence that Buddhist monks at 
times expressed their inner journey through bonsai. 
The rules are there to guide the experience but not to 
define them. How many times have we looked at one 
of our 'own' trees and thought it was not all that fine 
because the nebari placement did not meet the stan-
dard of required perfection? Or looked in disgust at a 
few branches with coarse internodes at their extremi-
ties, etc, etc, etc? At times we see these faults and they 
blind us to the beauty of the tree. Why should some 
aspects which do not meet the standards mar the inher-
ent perfection of the whole? Yes, the rules are there to 
guide us to the pursuit of perfection. But we miss the 
point so terribly when we fail to see the beauty already 
inherent. Bonsai is not only about what a tree looks 
like at the time. We must also learn to see what is not 
yet present and realize that with time it can be created. 
The most important thing is to not belittle our efforts, 
or that of others, because certain standards have not 
been met. 

We are following rules and guidelines created by 
others before us but we do not put their culture into 
context with our own experience. In general I have 
seen that the western approach to bonsai focuses more 
on how leaving little regard for why. Why do we take 
a natural life form, place it in a pot, and then attempt 
to convince ourselves that we are trying to recreate 
something found in nature? If this were the case it 
would suffice to place the tree in a pot and just let it 
grow with occasional and random pruning to ensure it 
survives. To do so would remove the label of art form 
from the craft hence much of its mysticism and appeal 
would vanish. There would also be far less people in-
volved with it. But also less posturing, bickering and 
disappointment on an individual level… 

From Bonsai and Loco-motives by William Wilson 
At Bonsai4me.com under articles 

…Bonsai is just another mirror. A Japanese 
teacher told me once that 'bonsai makes us small, yet 
we may become bigger because of it' It was only 
many years later that I began to understand what he 
said, though not necessarily what he meant. Often 
our mistakes make us feel a little less toward our-
selves, we feel we should have known better. We 
kill a tree and it seems a little part of us has died. We 
show a tree that we are proud of, yet it takes only a 
few comments from another to point out our 
'mistakes' and what happens. We maybe see the tree 
and ourselves as being a little less. That we strive 
harder next time is not the point because we some-
times forget that the journey determines the destina-
tion and both are as important. 

Bonsai is a craft. An ongoing experience of pa-
tience, learning, labor and love. Like any craft it has 
its rules and guidelines. The rules are there to guide 
us and there is reason for them. Yet all to often do 
we become so ensnared by these rules in our quest to 
create the 'perfect' tree that we lose the experience of 
our creations. Early bonsai enthusiasts learn the 
rules and try to follow them with diligence and that  



 

daybreak 
gardens  

 

    
  

 Since 1978 
 

ALL YOU NEED FOR BONSAI 
 

Plants - supplies - classes 
Plus  

Natural Fertilizers for Lawn & Garden 
Sky Bright® Fiberglass Greenhouses 

Leaky Pipe® Micro-Watering Supplies 
 

Dave & Donna Burnett 
Battle Ground, WA 98604 

360 687- 5641 
 

If you need bonsai supplies, please call 

ahead for delivery at a BSOP meeting 

 

Home of El Dorado Bonsai NW 
 

Dedicated to growing trees specifically for 
bonsai, combining the best of  traditional Japa-
nese techniques with the proven technology of 

the Oregon nursery industry. 
 

Over 50 of the most popular species 

plus some unique and rare offerings. 
 

Black pine, white pine, mugo, Scots 

pine & Japanese larch 
 

Maples, elms, crabapples, quince & 

hornbeam 
 

Satsuki Azalea 
Through our partnership with El Dorado Bonsai we 
are able to offer one of the finest selection of satsuki 

azalea whips and specimens in the USA. 
 

Soils 
Master Nakayama’s personal brand of Kanuma and 

Akadama $24.00 for the 12 quart bag. 
 

Wire 
Aluminum wire $25 per kilo. 

Ask about copper wire. 
 

Pots 
Full line of mica pots 

Low priced pots from Korean kilns 
Hand made pots from American potters 

 

Tools 
Yoshiaki, Nakayama, Masakuni 

 

and 
Hard to find items such as camellia oil, HB 101 

 

Ask about bonsai society member discounts. 
 

To contact us, please call or email 
Chris & Lisa Kirk  503 859 3697 

tfarms@wvi.com 

Bonsai Supplies from 

Wee Tree Farm 
 

Not only do we have a large selection of pottery, 
trees, tools, etc., but Garland Nursery has 5 acres 

of plants to browse through.  Please come see us, I 
promise it is worth the drive! 

 

Our Retail location located at: 

Garland Nursery 
HWY 20 half way between Albany and Corvallis 

 

Hours: M-F 9-6, Sat 9-5, Sun 10-5 
541 753 6601 

 
 

Please call Diane with any 
questions at 800 638 1098 



 

The Bonsai Society of Portland meets on the fourth Tuesday of each 
month except in summer, when other group outings are arranged.   
 

St. Phillip Neri Parish 
2408 SE 16th Avenue, Portland OR 

Northeast corner of SE Division and 16th Avenue 

Visitors are always welcome! 
 

Board of Directors 
President:  Don Howse 503 668-5834 don@porterhowse.com 
VP-Programs:  Rory Zabel 503 690-4332 rzabel@standard.com 
VP-Membership: Margie Kinoshita 503 652-1959  

youngkinoshita@msn.com 
Treasurer:  Brian Daniels 503 582-1782  
Secretary:  Patricia Daniels 503 582-1782 

Patricia_Anne_Daniels@yahoo.com 
 

Committee Heads 
Librarian: Barbara Devitt 503 764-8242 bbd.jcgroup@yahoo.com  
Mentorship: Scott Tice 503 781-0310  scottice@teleport.com 
Shohin Kai: Arlene Sigourney 503 667-0148  asigourney@aol.com 
Newsletter: Peter Pelofske 503 704-3891  pelofskepj@juno.com 
Webmaster: Craig Frank 503 598-8692  cfrank31@comcast.net 
Club Email: Arlene Sigourney 503 667-0148  asigourney@aol.com 
 


