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Well, the Spring Show is now a wrap and it was a great 
one. After a few last minute arrangements we had plenty of 
trees arrive to fill out a great exhibit. In fact we ended up 
with a few more than we could actually fit in. Thank you to 
all the folks who supplied your wonderful bonsai. We had 
a great variety of sizes, shapes, and species. Most trees 
were being seen for the first time at one of our shows.  

Thanks also to all the people who helped make the 
show run smoothly. We had countless volunteers helping 
with set-up and take-down, tree sitting, docent tours, dem-
onstrations, etc... A special thank you to all of those who 
stayed for the tear down on Sunday. It went as smooth as 
ever and I managed to escape with only a few drops of rain 
when I reached home.  

The reception and critique were wonderful, especially 
our first ever dessert pot-luck. More cream puffs, anyone?  

Of course we had our second annual popular vote on 
the best bonsai. Best Shohin went to Anne Spencer's little 
Gem Spruce, Best Deciduous to Ron Phair and his Korean 
Hornbeam and the Best Conifer is being shared by Bob 
Laws and his Common Juniper and Dennis Vojtilla and his 
Sierra Juniper. Congratulations to all of you.  

And now an extra special thank you to Jan Hettick, 
Joanne Raiton, and Pat Foldi without whom we would not 
have had a show.  

Joanne worked to get the awards made, put 
together a fabulous spread and organization of 
the drinks and dessert pot-luck, aaaaaand sent 
out a ton of e-mails soliciting and confirming 
trees for the show. Pat worked to organize all 
the volunteers, a monumental task, and Jan 
worked behind the scenes with the Japanese 
Gardens and was my sounding board for all 
kinds of crazy ideas, some of which you got to 
see, and others you didn't. Thank you all for a 
really awesome show. Remember, we will not 
be having a fall show this year, so it's never too 
early to start working on trees for next spring's 
exhibit. 

Scott Elser 

Shohin by Anne Spencer 

Shohin Display 

Korean Hornbeam by Ron Phair 



Wired for Success - Vice-Presidents Report 

As promised I was able to pull together a small 
group at my house this month to brainstorm ideas 
for the next twelve months of meetings. It was a 
great experience and I believe we have a solid 
plan to educate, entertain and enthuse our group. 
At the May meeting I will be sharing the list and 
ideas and soliciting topic experts who might be 
interested in sharing what they have learned with 
others in the group.   

In our brainstorm session we thought it would 
be good for the membership to have a monthly 
species focus. This month the focus will be accent 
plants. The idea is that members bring examples 
for display of some of the species that are the fo-
cus for the month. With good participation we 
should have many examples of different ways to 
style a species or even be able to see variation in 
trees due to age, growing conditions, etc and be 
able to do some comparing and contrasting to ex-
pand our knowledge and spur our creativity. 

In May, Alan Taft will be giving an overview of 
tools for bonsai and we will also be discussing ba-
sic tools for beginners. A huge thank you to Alan 
for sharing what he knows with the group.  

As part of this discussion we would like to do a 
showcase and discussion of some of the non- 
Japanese or non-traditional tools that we all use. If 
you have one or several non – traditional tools 
that you use, please bring them to share with the 
larger group. Just this weekend at the Spring Bon-
sai show I watched Dennis use a strange tape that 
I didn’t recognize to wrap his persimmon before 
he wired. It was a perfect example of using some-
thing non-traditional to help style your tree. The 
mystery tape was wrap used for horses ankles. 
This month I would love to have an interesting se-
lection to show and tell, so please bring your ser-
pentine belts for protecting roots and branches, 
your favorite craftsman cutters or other bizarre 
tools that you may have dreamed up to share with 
the group. 

Finally we will be doing some tool sharpening. 
Several members will have sharpening stations to 
demonstrate how to sharpen shears and to help 
you sharpen yours so please bring a set of shears 
if you need some help or want to learn. 

Thanks, 

Rory 

Sierra Juniper by Dennis Vojtilla 

Common Juniper by Bob Laws 



Schedule of Upcoming Events 

Apex Bonsai Supply 
Custom Soils Akadama 

Japanese, Korean & Chinese Pots 
Tools  Copper and Aluminum Wire 

Lessons available 
Family Run, Locally Owned 

apexbonsaisupply@verizon.net     

 

Steve & Deb  
Wilcox 

 

 503 848 2638 
503 720 9028 cell 

 
May 16 - 1 to 4 pm  Mentorship Meeting  

Tice Residence, 3236 SE Johnson Creek Blvd, Portland  
 
May 26 - 7 to 9 pm BSOP Monthly Meeting  

St. Phillip Neri Parrish, 2408 SE 16th Ave. Portland OR 
 
June 1 - 6:30 pm  BSOP Board Meeting 

Don Howse’s Condo (503) 668-5834 
 
June 6 -10 to 2 pm  OSK Meeting  
4208 SE Stark (Paula’s home) 
 
June 6 - All day  Weyerhaeuser Work Party 
Federal Way, WA 
 
June 20 - 1 to 4 PM Mentorship Meeting  
St. Phillip Neri Parrish, 2408 SE 16th Ave. Portland OR 
 
June 23 - 7 to 9 pm BSOP Monthly Meeting  

St. Phillip Neri Parrish, 2408 SE 16th Ave. Portland OR 
 
June 26&27 Oregon Coast Bonsai Exhibit 
Newport Middle School 
 
July 6 - 6:30 PM BSOP Board Meeting 
Porterhowse Farm, Sandy, OR 
 
July 11 - 11AM  Multi-Club Annual Picnic 
Wee Tree Farm, Philomath, OR 
 
July ___      Annual BSOP Picnic  

Details to follow 
 
August 3 - 6:30 PM BSOP Board Meeting 
Porterhowse Farm, Sandy, OR 
 
October  1-3, 2009  20th Annual PNB Convention 

Victoria, B.C. 
 
June 12&13, 2010  2nd US National Bonsai 

 Exhibition Rochester, NY 
 

May Oregon Shohin Kai Meeting 

"Clip and Conversation" again at J.C. Cabi-
nets was carried on with an eager group. Trim-
ming was in high gear. 

Thanks Barb D. for the venue for our meet-
ings. We especially appreciate the way the 
"setup" has evolved into two long tables for all 
of us to bring up the soft chairs available for 
comfortable "Clip and Conversation". 

OSK meeting for June will be held at  Paula 
Bentley Mathews' place at 4208 SE Stark Street, 
Portland, OR  97215.   

Call 503-234-7552 for directions. 

There will be no meeting in July or August.  
Watch the newsletter for information about fall 
meetings. 

Norm 



Presidents Report  Out on a Limb 

Now is the time that we realize that we have 
not accomplished all those tasks we had planned to 
undertake during the long winter months, like fix-
ing and sharpening the tools, re-potting, wiring 
plants, & pruning them, and then also taking the 
time to read all those books and journals we have 
on the shelf. Where did the winter go? It was cold 
and long enough to have done all we had planned. 
Spring is here, and buds are growing, and flowers 
are appearing …. and the weeds too. 

Spring is passing by rapidly too, with the tasks 
we had planned partially done. However let’s take 
the time to enjoy spring and the beauty it brings. If 
we were rose fanciers we could always “take time 
to smell the roses”. However our passion is bonsai, 
which is an art form.  It includes any number of 
plant species and types. I suppose we could “take 
time to smell the bonsai”, and some of them may 
well be pleasant. However, we can show and view 
our bonsai. One way to enjoy this time of year is to 
participate in the annual Bonsai Show which we 
host at the Japanese Gardens. This event is always 
a wonderful time for us to take pride in our pas-
sion.   

However, by the time you are reading this 
message the show will already have passed by. So 
what other activity do we have that we can partici-
pate in? How about the work party at the Weyer-
hauser Pacific Rim Bonsai Collection in Federal 
Way, Washington? This event is to occur on June 
6. We, as a group, go there and take on some nec-
essary tasks, like weeding the grounds and pulling 
ivy. We also get to meet with the Curator and Bon-
sai artist, Dave DeGroot, who will give us a cri-
tique on a plant we may have with us. The Pacific 
Rim Bonsai collection is now closed to public 
viewing except on special occasions. So this is an 
opportunity to have some quality time there, with 
Dave DeGroot, and other bonsai enthusiasts. This 
year the weekend we have selected coincides with 
the Puget Sound Bonsai Society annual auction, 
also being held at the Pacific Rim Bonsai Collec-
tion. This will be an opportunity to purchase some 
nice plants while we are there.   

We can also enjoy the season by bringing and 
showing plants of which we are proud to the 
monthly meeting. The May meeting will be about 
sharpening and maintaining our tools. This is an  

important topic, from which we can all learn. We will 
also have tables set up where we can show off our 
plants too, as we do at all our meetings. This is an op-
portunity to share our pride and passion with other en-
thusiasts. We all enjoy seeing what our contemporar-
ies have accomplished. 

We all gain from participating in the activities of 
the Bonsai Society of Portland. Each of us can grow in 
knowledge, and also our plants and our passions can 
flourish. The club as a group grows from the participa-
tion of the individuals in each of the events that we 
host. We have many good team members, and we al-
ways have room for more to join in. Together we all 
get to enjoy our passion for bonsai. We are fortunate 
that the passion we have for bonsai is not limited to 
just one season, but is something we enjoy all year. 

Don 

June Mentorship Meeting 
BSOP Mentorship Program - June 2009 - Design, wir-

ing & summer maintenance 

When: Saturday, June 20th  

Where: St. Philip Neri - 2408 SE 16th Ave. -

 Portland, OR 

For more information or directions Scott's cell num-

ber is (503) 781-0310.  

Please RSVP to Scott Tice via email 

at: scottice@teleport.com  

Scott Tice 

Wabi Sabi Redux 
Andrew Juniper posits the four tenets of wabi sabi 

as follows: 

• Everything in the universe is in flux, coming from 
or returning to nothing. 

• Wabi sabi art is able to embody and suggest this 
essential truism of impermanence. 

• Experiencing wabi sabi expressions can engender 
a peaceful contemplation of the transience of all 
things. 

• By appreciating this transience a new and more 
holistic perspective can be brought to bear on our 
lives. 

Andrew Juniper, Wabi Sabi: the Japanese art of im-

permanence, Tuttle Publishing  
Editor 



 

daybreak 
gardens  

 

    
  

 Since 1978 
 

ALL YOU NEED FOR BONSAI 
 

Plants - supplies - classes 
Plus  

Natural Fertilizers for Lawn & Garden 
Sky Bright® Fiberglass Greenhouses 

Leaky Pipe® Micro-Watering Supplies 
 

Dave & Donna Burnett 
Battle Ground, WA 98604 

360 687- 5641 
 

If you need bonsai supplies, please call 

ahead for delivery at a BSOP meeting 

 

Home of El Dorado Bonsai NW 
 

Dedicated to growing trees specifically for 
bonsai, combining the best of  traditional Japa-
nese techniques with the proven technology of 

the Oregon nursery industry. 
 

Over 50 of the most popular species 
plus some unique and rare offerings. 

 
Black pine, white pine, mugo, Scots 

pine & Japanese larch 
 

Maples, elms, crabapples, quince & 
hornbeam 

 
Satsuki Azalea 

Through our partnership with El Dorado Bonsai we 
are able to offer one of the finest selection of satsuki 

azalea whips and specimens in the USA. 
 

Soils 
Master Nakayama’s personal brand of Kanuma and 

Akadama $24.00 for the 12 quart bag. 
 

Wire 
Aluminum wire $25 per kilo. 

Ask about copper wire. 
 

Pots 
Full line of mica pots 

Low priced pots from Korean kilns 
Hand made pots from American potters 

 

Tools 
Yoshiaki, Nakayama, Masakuni 

 

and 
Hard to find items such as camellia oil, HB 101 

 

Ask about bonsai society member discounts. 
 

To contact us, please call or email 
Chris & Lisa Kirk  503 859 3697 

tfarms@wvi.com 

Bonsai Supplies from 

Wee Tree Farm 
 

Not only do we have a large selection of pottery, 
trees, tools, etc., but Garland Nursery has 5 acres 

of plants to browse through.  Please come see us, I 
promise it is worth the drive! 

 

Our Retail location located at: 

Garland Nursery 
HWY 20 half way between Albany and Corvallis 

 

Hours: M-F 9-6, Sat 9-5, Sun 10-5 
541 753 6601 

 
 

Please call Diane with any 
questions at 800 638 1098 



 

The Bonsai Society of Portland meets on the fourth Tuesday of each 
month except in summer, when other group outings are arranged.   
 

St. Phillip Neri Parish 
2408 SE 16th Avenue, Portland OR 

Northeast corner of SE Division and 16th Avenue 

Visitors are always welcome! 
 

Board of Directors 
President:  Don Howse 503 668-5834 don@porterhowse.com 
VP-Programs:  Rory Zabel 503 690-4332 rzabel@standard.com 
VP-Membership: Margie Kinoshita 503 652-1959  

youngkinoshita@msn.com 
Treasurer:  Brian Daniels 503 582-1782  
Secretary:  Patricia Daniels 503 582-1782 

Patricia_Anne_Daniels@yahoo.com 
 

Committee Heads 
Librarian: Barbara Devitt 503 764-8242 bbd.jcgroup@yahoo.com  
Mentorship: Scott Tice 503 781-0310  scottice@teleport.com 
Shohin Kai: Arlene Sigourney 503 667-0148  asigourney@aol.com 
Newsletter: Peter Pelofske 503 704-3891  pelofskepj@juno.com 
Webmaster: Craig Frank 503 598-8692  cfrank31@comcast.net 
Club Email: Arlene Sigourney 503 667-0148  asigourney@aol.com 
 


