
   April 2010 

April 17  - 2 to 5 pm Mentorship Program 

St. Philip Neri, 2408 SE 16th Ave, Portland  
St. Paul room 

April 24 - Early am Pacific Rim Bonsai Collection 

Spring Work Party, Elmers at Portland Meadows  

April 27 - 7 to 9 pm Monthly BSOP Meeting 

St. Philip Neri, 2408 SE 16th Ave, Portland  

May 1 - 10 am to 2 pm OSK Meeting 

J.C. Kitchen Cabinets, Wilsonville  

May 3 - 6:30 pm BSOP Board Meeting 
Don Howse condo - 503 668 5834 

May 8 and 9 - BSOP Spring Show & Marketplace 

Portland Japanese Garden  

May 25 - 7 to 9 pm Monthly BSOP Meeting 

St. Philip Neri, 2408 SE 16th Ave, Portland  

July 10 - 10am Multi-club Summer Picnic  
Wee Tree Farm, Philomath, OR 97370  
 

Schedule of Upcoming Events April Monthly Meeting 
In April our guest speaker will be Ryan Neil. 

Here is some background information from online 
about Ryan. 

Ryan Neil was born and raised in Colorado, on 
the western slope of the Rocky Mountains. Through-
out his youth the fantastic array of tortured and 
stunted trees surrounding his home created a deep 
appreciation of nature and the resiliency of plants.  

Upon graduating high school, Ryan decided to 
pursue an education in horticulture at California 
Polytechnic State University in San Luis Obispo, 
California. He already had the intention of apprentic-
ing in Japan and pursuing bonsai professionally, 
however it wasn't until he was introduced to Ben Oki 
of Los Angeles, California that his dream of study-
ing with Mr. Masahiko Kimura became a reality.  

Ryan is now in his sixth year of apprenticeship 
under the guidance of his world renowned master. 
His time in Japan has been challenging and full of 
failures and triumphs. However, all of Ryan’s ex-
periences have allowed him to grow and develop as 
a bonsai professional. Ryan’s objective upon return-
ing to the United States is to continue promoting the 
art of bonsai and more importantly help raise the 
level and knowledge of bonsai in America and 
abroad. 

As an update to this article, Ryan has completed 
his apprenticeship and is back in the U.S. and will be 
our guest speaker this month! 

Also at the April meeting, the Oregon Shohin 
Kai will stage their second Shohin Exhibit. 

Rory 

Special Shohin Exhibit 
The Oregon Shohin Kai will stage our second 

Shohin Exhibit at the next regular BSOP meeting on 
April 27th. The exhibit is open to all BSOP members. 
Anyone with shohin trees (8” or less from soil level 
to top of the tree), please bring your favorites to dis-
play. Also bring your stands, stones or accent plants 
to make your display complete. We’ll also have a 
table for shohin-in-training, so if you have some-
thing that looks particularly interesting but isn’t 
quite show ready, bring it along, too. This is a re-
hearsal for the big Spring Show May 8 and 9 at the 
Japanese Garden, so get your little trees and pots 
cleaned up and ready to show off!   



Re-potters Unite 
A GREAT BIG THANK YOU, to Eileen Knox, Chris Julhes, Arlene Sigourney, Robin and Steve Longe-

necker, Bob Laws, Ron Cascisa, Chas Martin and Joanne Raiton for their contribution in repotting 20 box-
woods and 12 Junipers on Saturday April 3. And, a huge thanks to Masa Furukawa for allowing us to do all 
the work at his bonsai nursery as well as all the assistance and tutoring he did of our workers. 

A good time was had by all as we separated root balls, screened soil, trimmed and fit the trees into their 
new pots getting them ready for the 2012 PNBCA Convention that our club will be hosting. 

We will be doing more repotting in late April so if you have an interest, please call me at 503-312-4921. 
One of the fastest ways to learn about bonsai is to volunteer; just ask the ones that were there on Saturday. 

Thanks again for coming, and on such short notice.  

Lee 



ShowTime! 

We are just weeks away from our annual Spring Show at the 
Japanese Gardens. The dates are on Mother's Day weekend, 
May 8th and 9th and the hours from 10am-7pm.  

We are putting the finishing touches on our line up for this 
show and looking for a few more fabulous trees, so make sure 
to  contact Dennis (vojtillavineyard@hotmail.com), or Lee 
Cheatle (LeeCheatle@MSN.com), or myself Scott Elser 
(selser@columbia.com) if you want to send us a photo or have 
us drop by. Remember that all trees need to be in ceramic bon-
sai pots, be healthy, pest free, and well groomed. We will also 
have a table for those trees that are still in development and not 
quite ready for formal display, so everyone can participate. 

We will also have a Marketplace again this year. Vendors 
will be charged per foot of table that they use. Please contact 
Steve Wilcox if you want more details or wish to participate. 
There are a few small restrictions that he can fill you in on.  

Once again we will be holding our educational critique on 
Saturday evening. Since the gardens and exhibit close at 
7:00pm, we will start refreshments shortly thereafter, and the 
critique will begin at 7:30. Please remember that the garden 
closes admission to the general public at 6:30. For treats we will 
continue the our new tradition begun last year with a sweet and 
savory finger food potluck. Bring a plate of your favorite mor-
sels. The club will provide soft drinks and water. you may bring 
liquid refreshments, but not red wine or anything else that could 
leave stains. Please bring food and beverage items well covered 
as the garden does not allow them on the grounds, or for the 
general public.  

As usual, we will have a popular vote and awards for the 
best Conifer, Deciduous, and Shohin trees. The cost will be 
$10.00 per person, and spouses are welcome to join in. We will 
have tickets available only at the March and April meetings.  

We will also have flyers available at the April meeting to 
take to your friends, relatives, garden centers, and wherever you 
need them. 

To put on a show of the caliber that we do, will need to rely 
on you, the club members to volunteer time and trees to the ef-
fort. We will have signups at the March and April meetings for 
such duties as tree sitting, docent tours, back porch demonstra-
tions, set up and take down, photography, and critique night. So 
be sure to take part in this great event. We will be setting up the 
show on Friday, the 7th and tearing down on Sunday after we 
close at 7pm. 

I hope to see you and your trees that weekend. 

Scott Elser 

Here are a couple of examples of 
trees from the 2009 Spring Show at 
the Japanese Garden.   



Out On A Limb   
Brrrrrr!!!! This is a cold day for April. I even 

saw snow flying by the window this morning. I 
know that I am ready for some nice warm sunny 
spring weather. I should not be complaining, as only 
recently we were all concerned that spring was arriv-
ing far too soon, and our spring tasks would not get 
done. I hope that all of you have been able to accom-
plish the tasks you set out for this spring. With this 
cooling trend we have been given more time to fin-
ish those tasks. So, as I don my winter coat, and 
blow warm breath onto my palms, I will set out to 
do some more repotting today. 

With Spring we prepare for the annual Bonsai 
Show on Mother’s Day weekend at the Japanese 
Gardens. I know we will have another superb dis-
play, thanks to all of your volunteer efforts as mem-
bers of the Bonsai Society of Portland. This is our 
one opportunity this year to show off our skills and 
treasures to the general public. I offer my thanks to 
those of you who spend countless hours preparing 
the display, and participating in the event, and fi-
nally taking it down on Sunday evening. This is not 
an easy task. 

If you have not already signed up and volun-
teered to help, it is not too late. Scott Elser has 
passed around at the last meeting a sign up sheet for 
the various tasks with the open time slots. The same 
sheet will be available at the forthcoming meeting 
on April 27. Be sure to put your name in a slot and 
be a supporting volunteer for the club. Among the 
tasks during the show is a need for persons to watch 
that the public does not touch the display, and for 
docents to give tours of the display. Also there is 
need for assistance during the setup on Friday, prior 
to the show, and tear down at the end of the show on 
Sunday evening. 

I will thank you in advance for volunteering and 
participating. It is this tendency for the members to 
volunteer, that makes BSOP such a great club. 

Enjoy these spring days, and we will all have a 
great time at the annual show on May 9, 10, & 11. 
See you there. 

 

Don 

Oregon Shohin Kai 
The OSK meeting on April 3 was well attended, 

with Anne Spencer giving guidance on how to prune 
to avoid common problems. Several members went 
home with red maple seedlings compliments of Randy 
Knight at Oregon Bonsai and rooted juniper cuttings 
compliments of Steve Wilcox of Apex Bonsai. Thank 
you Randy and Steve – we all need more plants! The 
business portion of the meeting considered plans for a 
guest artist in the future.  

The theme of the May meeting will be styling – 
from finding the shohin in raw nursery stock to con-
tinuing to improve our more refined little trees. The 
next meeting will be Saturday, May 1, 2010, from 
10:00 am to 2:00 pm. The meeting will be held in the 
workshop of JC Kitchen Cabinets in north-Wilsonville 
(SW 95th at Boones Ferry and Elligsen). Again, thank 
you Barbara Devitt for providing the space. 

Pacific Rim Bonsai Collection 
Spring Work Party April 24, 2010  

We still have a couple of openings for the Pacific 
Rim Work Party, which will happen on Saturday, 
April 24, 2010. This is a great opportunity to see the 
Collection trees “up close and personal” while we help 
with preparation for their opening over Mother’s Day 
Weekend as part of the City of Federal Way’s “Buds 
& Blooms” Spring Festival. If you want to come, call 
Jan Hettick, 503-504-7760 ASAP. 

We do things like pull weeds, trim landscape 
plants, cut back ivy, etc. Occasionally some will help a 
bit with the exhibit trees, but mostly we work on the 
grounds. Be sure to bring your own favorite gardening 
tools – loppers, pruning shears, buckets, gloves, knee 
pads, rain gear, sun screen (ever the optimist), and 
LUNCH. We’ll work for 3 or 4 hours, then gather for 
a critique by Dave DeGroot. This is where Dave re-
views one tree per person, offering instructions and 
styling tips. So plan to bring along one of your prob-
lem trees. 

If you’re driving direct, try to arrive at the Collec-
tion by 10:00. If you want to car pool, we’ll meet in 
the north parking lot of Elmer’s Restaurant by Delta 
Park, Exit 306b from Portland. We’ll plan to depart no 
later than 7:30 AM.  

Jan 



BSOP Mentorship Program  

Styling  

When: Saturday, April 17th - 2-5pm 

Where: St. Philip Neri Church  

St. Paul room 

This month we will be reviewing Basic De-
sign & Styling.  We'll include Branch Placement, 
Pruning, Wiring, Wire and some pot selection.  

Bring a few trees.... and your wire. We'll help 
you with proper wiring technique. Wiring is really 
tough for some and I'd like to make is a bit sim-
pler for you.  

Please RSVP to Scott Tice via email 

at: scottice@teleport.com  

This is an excellent time to get a jump 

start on your spring repotting duties. 

Next meeting: May - Fertilizer Balls - 

Tice residence 

Scott Tice 

Apex Bonsai Supply 

Custom Soils Akadama 
Japanese, Korean & Chinese Pots 

Tools   Copper and Aluminum Wire 
 

Lessons available 
Family Run, Locally Owned 

 
 

Steve & Deb  
Wilcox 

 
 
 

 503 848 2638 
503 720 9028 cell 

apexbonsaisupply@verizon.net     

 Walter is a "classic scholar-farmer" and knows the 
Chinese penjing masters Yee-sun Wu, Yunhua Hu, 
and Quingquan Zhao. One of Hawaii's masters of bon-
sai cultivation, he has accumulated one of the largest 
bonsai collections in the world through over 50 years 
of bonsai cultivation and research. In 2000, Bonsai 
Club International, with members in more than 38 
countries, held its convention in Honolulu. The Ha-
waii Bonsai Culture Center was one of the focal points 
of interest for the Bonsai Club International and the 
members unanimously acknowledged Mr. Liew as 
having the largest bonsai collection.  

Rory 

May Monthly Meeting 
In May we will conduct our first annual Bon-

sai .swap meet so please begin gathering items for 
swap like trees, pots, tools, decorative bonsai items. 
More details to come in the next newsletter on logis-
tics for this event. It will be an opportunity to sell, 
barter or swap for items that you no longer wish to 
keep and to get something that others are ready to 
pass on to a new owner.  

In June we will be hosting guest artist Mr. Liew. 
Walter Liew was born in 1935 in China's Shang-
Dong province, the birthplace of Confucius. At age 
12, Liew moved to Taiwan with his family. After 
completing a master's degree in mathematics and 
teaching math for many years, he devoted himself to 
the study and practice of bonsai. Under the supervi-
sion of classical scholars and museum curators at the 
Ancient Palace Museum in Beijing, Walter developed 
an understanding of Chinese culture, history, philoso-
phy and artistic values that he applies to his life's 
work today. He personally handled the art treasures 
of China that ended up in Taiwan after the People's 
Republic of China was formed in 1949.  



From the website of Evergreen Bonsai Club. Examples of how they promoted their convention 

PNBCA XXI 
The Evergreen Bonsai Club Brings You An Evergreen Weekend 
September 17, 18 and 19 2010 Bremerton Convention Center 

1. Sample Artist bios 
Michael Hagedorn 
Michael Hagedorn is a bonsai artist who spent 2 1/2 years apprenticing under Shinji Suzuki of Nagano, Japan. Michael’s art background ranges from painting and 
drawing to ceramic sculpture and installation. Following a Master’s degree in ceramic art from the New York State College of Ceramics at Alfred University, he made 
bonsai containers for nine years in upstate New York and Arizona. Michael’s bonsai work appeared in the Kokufu show in Tokyo in 2004, 2005, and 2006 while an 
apprentice, and Mr. Suzuki honored him with the opportunity to wire two trees that 
went on to win a Kokufu Prize and a Prime Minister Award. He lives near Portland, Oregon. (Photo: Greg Brenden) 

Anne Spencer 
Anne Spencer has been a member of the Bonsai Society of Portland, Oregon since 1978. She was active on the Board of Directors for 12 years, and has always been 
instrumental in Society activities and programs. Anne speaks often for other clubs and organizations and uses her background in education, along with her extensive 
collection of bonsai, photos, charts and handouts, to convey information in a clear and concise manner. Anne specializes in shohin and deciduous trees, and basic 
bonsai skills. 

John Conn 
John Conn has been playing with bonsai for 20 years. He has been very active with the Evergreen Bonsai Club for a good partion of that time and has recently served 
as president. He also chairs a design study group at his home each month. 

2. Hotel Accomodation 
 Hampton Inn & Suites Bremerton 

150 Washington Avenue, Bremerton, Washington, USA 98337 
Tel: +1-360-405-0200 Fax: +1-360-405-0618 
We’re mindful of the little things—those handy amenities and thoughtful extras—that turn an ordinary hotel 
stay into an extraordinary one. Below are personal touches we hope you’ll enjoy during your time with us. 
Baggage Storage’ Breakfast Area, Complimentary’ Coin Laundry, Elevators’ Laundry/Valet Service 
Rates: Traditional Room: $104.00 a night’ Suite: $149.00 a night. 
Reservations must be received by 8/27/2010. All reservations after this date will be provided on a space avail-
able basis. When making reservations please use the group code: NWB 

Parking is offered at $7.00 a night for guests. 

3. Scheduling 
Friday 
Workshop 1 - Dan Robinson.....................................................9:00 AM to 4:00 PM 
Workshop 2- Dave DeGroot....................................................8:30 AM to 11:30 AM 
Workshop 8 - Anne Spencer.....................................................1:30 PM to 4:30 PM 
Lunch - on your own.................................................................11:30 AM to 1:30 PM 
Vendors open............................................................................2:00 PM to 5:00 PM 
Exhibit open.............................................................................2:00 PM to 5:00 PM 
No Host Bar.............................................................................6:00 PM 
Buffet Dinner...........................................................................7:30 PM to 8:30 PM 
Program & Benefit Drawings....................................................8:30 PM 

Saturday 
Dan Robinson Demo................................................................8:30 AM to 11:30 PM 
Kathy Shaner Demo..................................................................9:00 AM to 11:30 PM 
Luncheon - Benefit drawing.....................................................12:00Noon to 1:30 PM 
Michael Hagadorn Demo.........................................................1:30 PM to 4:30 PM 
Dave DeGroot Demo...............................................................1:30 PM to 4:30 PM 
Vendors Open........................Closed for lunch.........................8:30 AM to 5:30 PM 
Exhibit Open.........................Closed for lunch.........................8:30 AM to 5:30 PM 
No Host Bar.............................................................................6:00 PM 
Banquet....................................................................................7:00 PM to 8:30 PM 
Program & Benefit Drawing.....................................................8:30 PM 

Sunday 
Bonsai Q & A..........................................................................9:30 AM to 11:30 AM 
Vendors Open..........................................................................8:30 AM to 12:00 PM 
Exhibit Open...........................................................................8:30 AM to 11:30 AM 
Farewell Program......................................................................11:30 AM 



Registration forms from the Evergreen convention 

adapted for the 2012 convention 
 

PNBCA XXIII Convention Registration Form 
September 17, 18 & 19 2012 (Working sample) 

(Please print clearly) 

Full Name:_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Second person (Same household): __________________________________________________________ 

Address: ______________________________________________________________________________ 

City: __________________________________             State/Province: ____________________________ 

Postal/Zip: _______________ 

Phone:___________________________________ 

Email:___________________________________ 

Club affiliation _________________________________________________________________________ 

Full Registration Individual (three days) Includes all meals 

Early Bird Individual (before July 31)...............................................................................$195.00 $________ 

Individual (after July 31)...................................................................................................$225.00 $________ 

Full Registration Family (three days) Includes all meals 

(2 from same household Before July 31)...........................................................................$350.00 $________ 

(2 from same household After July 31).............................................................................$400.00 $________ 

Additional Charges 

(For non registered Spouses or Friends and single day registrations) 

Friday night buffet dinner....................................................................................................$35.00 $________ 

Saturday Buffet Lunch.........................................................................................................$35.00 $________ 

Saturday Banquet ................................................................................................................$50.00 $________ 

Meal Package (all above listed meals)...............................................................................$110.00 $________ 

Single Day Registrations 

Friday all Day Registration (no meal).................................................................................$70.00 $________ 

(Includes :Observe Demos, Workshops, Exhibit) 

Saturday all day Registration (no meal)..............................................................................$70.00 $________ 

(Includes :Observe Demos, Workshops, Exhibit) 

Sunday all day Registration.................................................................................................$40.00 $_______ 

Admission to Exhibit.............................................................................................................$5.00 $________ 

 
 Total Registration & Meals $________ 



Work Shop Registration (Working Sample) 
Friday All Day 9:00 AM to 4:30 PM  Choice 1  Choice 2  Choice 3 
 1st Person 2nd Person  1st Person 2nd Person  1st Person 2nd Person 

1. Bonsai Artist x openings $*** _____ _____  _____ _____  _____ _____ 
All day workshop with lots of carving on large material. 

Friday Morning 8:30 AM to 11:30 AM 

2. Bonsai Artist 7 Openings $*** _____ _____  _____ _____  _____ _____ 
Field Grown Boxwoods  20 Openings   
3.Bonsai Artist 5 Openings $*** _____ _____  _____ _____  _____ _____ 
Pines 
4. Bonsai Artist 12 Openings $*** _____ _____  _____ _____  _____ _____ 
Junipers 
5. Bonsai Artist 10 Opening $***  _____ _____  _____ _____  _____ _____ 
Fir 

Friday Afternoon 1:30 PM to 4:30 PM 

6. Bonsai Artist 7 Openings $***  _____ _____  _____ _____  _____ _____ 
Maple 
7. Bonsai Artist 5 Openings $***  _____ _____  _____ _____  _____ _____ 
Bring Your own Tree 
8. Bonsai Artist 10 Openings $***  _____ _____  _____ _____  _____ _____ 
Chamaecyparis   

Sunday Morning 8:30 AM to 11:30 AM 

9 Bonsai Artist 10 Openings $***  _____ _____  _____ _____  _____ _____ 
 
Total for workshops ..........................................................................................................................$__________ 

Total convention Registration............................................................................................................$__________ 

Total for everything...........................................................................................................................$__________ 

Payable by one of the following: check (please make check payable to Bonsai Society of Portland), 

Money order, or by Visa or MasterCard. 

Credit Card No: _________________________________________ Expires: ___________ 

Security Code________ 

Please check: VISA ________ MasterCard________ 

Name on Credit Card: _______________________________________________ 

Signature: _________________________________________________________ 

Date: _____________________________________________________________ 

I agree to hold the Bonsai Society of Portland, The Pacific Northwest Bonsai Clubs Association, their mem-

bers and the workshop artists harmless for damages from acts or omissions that may occur in the course of the 

workshop: 

Signature of Participant:____________________________________________________________________ 

Mailing Address: Bonsai Society of Portland 

PO Box 10615 

Portland, OR 97296-0615 

Email: portlandbonsai@hotmail.com 

 



 

daybreak 
gardens  

 

    
  

 Since 1978 
 

ALL YOU NEED FOR BONSAI 
 

Plants - supplies - classes 
Plus  

Natural Fertilizers for Lawn & Garden 
Sky Bright® Fiberglass Greenhouses 

Leaky Pipe® Micro-Watering Supplies 
 

Dave & Donna Burnett 
Battle Ground, WA 98604 

360 687- 5641 
 

If you need bonsai supplies, please call 

ahead for delivery at a BSOP meeting 

 

Home of El Dorado Bonsai NW 
 

Dedicated to growing trees specifically for 
bonsai, combining the best of  traditional Japa-
nese techniques with the proven technology of 

the Oregon nursery industry. 
 

Over 50 of the most popular species 

plus some unique and rare offerings. 
 

Black pine, white pine, mugo, Scots 

pine & Japanese larch 
 

Maples, elms, crabapples, quince & 

hornbeam 
 

Satsuki Azalea 
Through our partnership with El Dorado Bonsai we 
are able to offer one of the finest selection of satsuki 

azalea whips and specimens in the USA. 
 

Soils 
Master Nakayama’s personal brand of Kanuma and 

Akadama $24.00 for the 12 quart bag. 
 

Wire 
Aluminum wire $25 per kilo. 

Ask about copper wire. 
 

Pots 
Full line of mica pots 

Low priced pots from Korean kilns 
Hand made pots from American potters 

 

Tools 
Yoshiaki, Nakayama, Masakuni 

 

and 
Hard to find items such as camellia oil, HB 101 

 

Ask about bonsai society member discounts. 
 

To contact us, please call or email 
Chris & Lisa Kirk  503 859 3697 

tfarms@wvi.com 

Bonsai Supplies from 

Wee Tree Farm 
 

Not only do we have a large selection of pottery, 
trees, tools, etc., but Garland Nursery has 5 acres 

of plants to browse through.  Please come see us, I 
promise it is worth the drive! 

 

Our Retail location located at: 

Garland Nursery 
HWY 20 half way between Albany and Corvallis 

 

Hours: M-F 9-6, Sat 9-5, Sun 10-5 
541 753 6601 

 
 

Please call Diane with any 
questions at 800 638 1098 



 

The Bonsai Society of Portland meets on the fourth Tuesday of each 
month except in summer, when other group outings are arranged.   
 

St. Phillip Neri Parish 
2408 SE 16th Avenue, Portland OR 

Northeast corner of SE Division and 16th Avenue 

Visitors are always welcome! 
 

Board of Directors 
President:  Don Howse 503 668-5834 don@porterhowse.com 
President emeritus:  Jan Hettick  503 452-1129 janhettick@comcast.net 
VP-Programs:  Rory Zabel 503 690-4332 rzabel@standard.com 
VP-Membership: Margie Kinoshita 503 652-1959  

youngkinoshita@msn.com 
Treasurer:  Brian Daniels 503 582-1782  
Secretary:  Patricia Daniels 503 582-1782 

Patricia_Anne_Daniels@yahoo.com 

Committee Heads 
Librarian: Barbara Devitt 503 764-8242 bbd.jcgroup@yahoo.com  
Mentorship: Scott Tice 503 781-0310  scottice@teleport.com 
Shohin Kai: Arlene Sigourney 503 667-0148  asigourney@aol.com 
Newsletter: Peter Pelofske 503 704-3891  pelofskepj@juno.com 
 Submissions to BSOP newsletter due on 10th of the month 
Webmaster: Craig Frank 503 598-8692  cfrank31@comcast.net 
Club Email: Arlene Sigourney 503 667-0148  asigourney@aol.com 
 


