
Notice the departure from our normal schedule 

this month only 
April 21 - 7 to 9 pm THIRD Tuesday this month  BSOP Monthly Meeting  

St. Phillip Neri Parrish, 2408 SE 16th Ave. Portland OR 

April 2009 

Pacific Rim Work Party 

In June 2009 we will have our 6th Work Party at 
the Pacific Rim Bonsai Collection. This is an annual 
event where 10-12 hard working BSOP members go 
to the Collection to offer our assistance in anything 
that needs doing – trimming hedges, chopping net-
tles, pulling weeds, cleaning pots, and in some cases 
actually working on the trees. We try to arrive by 
9:30 or 10:00 and work for a few hours. In return, at 
the end of the day, Dave gives each member a cri-
tique on one of their own trees. 

Things will be a bit different this year. You have 
probably heard by now that the Pacific Rim Bonsai 
Collection has closed to the public. This does not 
mean they do not need our help. In fact, they need it 
even more! Instead of a staff of four to work on the 
trees and grounds, they are down to two. Even 
though the exhibit area is not being used regularly, it 
still needs to be maintained. (Can you imagine those 
ivy covered walls without regular trimming?) So, the 
Work Party is still ON! 

The question is the date. We have been offered 
Sunday June 21st, which is Father’s Day, or Satur-
day, June 6th. You will be asked at the April 21st 
meeting which date you prefer, and the one that gets 
the best response will be the date we go. See you on 
the 21st! Or contact me, Jan Hettick, at 503-452-
1129 or janhettick@comcast.net. 

Jan 

The March program double bill began with a lec-
ture and demonstration by Scott Elser on preparing 
bonsai for presentation at a show.  Scott presented a 
lot of valuable information and successfully engaged 
the audience in discussion.   

Oregon Shohin Kai presented a large collection of 
Shohin bonsai and Shohin bonsai in training.  The 
success of this show is strong evidence of the wide-
spread local interest in Shohin.   



April Oregon Shohin Kai 

Meeting 

This was a tough day for indoor "Clip 
and Conversation". SUNSHINE!  
However a good group of Oregon 
Shohin Kai members passed up a few 
hours of outdoor sunshine.  

We had a good selection of trees that 
were being put into early spring condi-
tion with trimming. Each member kept 
busy through our time at the venue we 
were using. There was a small amount 
of repotting taking advantage of the 
late season for bud break along with 
the above mentioned trimming. Anne 
and Jan made design suggestions, as-
sisting the trimming application. 

Next months "Clip and Conversation " 
will be featured in May at JC Kitchen 
Cabinets in Wilsonville. Thanks to 
Barbara Devitt who supplied the venue 
for this meeting.   

Norm 

Preparing bonsai for exhibition 



This is the reply that our President received from 
the Weyerhaeuser Pacific Rim Bonsai Collection.    

Dear Mr. Howse: 

Thank you for your very thoughtful letter to Dan 
Fulton concerning our decision to close to the pub-
lic the Pacific Rim Bonsai Collection.  I have been 
managing the issue and Mr. Fulton asked me to 
respond. 

This was a very difficult decision to make and we 
certainly recognize the unique value of the Collec-
tion and the high esteem in which it is held within  

the international bonsai community.  However, we 
are in unprecedented economic times and are hav-
ing to make many very difficult decisions, such as 
this, to survive.  Just to give you a sense of what is 
going on, the company has closed ten wood prod-
ucts manufacturing facilities this year, and virtu-
ally all sites are experiencing reduced operations. 

 

Dear Bonsai Community Friends, 

On April 2, 2009, Weyerhaeuser Company closed 
the Pacific Rim Bonsai Collection to the public for an 
indefinite duration.  During the closure, the integrity 
of the Collection and the care of the trees will be 
maintained.     

We would like to announce that we will reopen the 
Collection for two days only in collaboration with the 
City of Federal Way’s Bud & Blooms Festival, 
Mother’s Day weekend, May 9 - 10.   

We would love to see you at the Bonsai Collec-
tion! Our volunteers will be available to welcome you 
and answer questions. (A brochure listing all Buds and 

Blooms festival activities is available on 

www.federalway.org .) 

If you are traveling from afar and need accommo-
dations, several hotels in Federal Way are offering an 
additional discount for Buds and Blooms Festival at-
tendees. I would be happy to send contact information 
if you need. Amtrak Cascades and Courtyard by Mar-
riott have created a special Buds & Blooms package.   

For more information on the package, visit http://
cwp.marriott.com/seafw/budsandbloomspringfestiva/. 
Please be sure to let them know that you are coming to 
visit the Bonsai Collection & Buds & Blooms Festival 
for the additional discount. If you would like more in-
formation to plan a trip to Federal Way, please visit 
www.federalway.org.  

Sincerely, 

Adina Lake 

Mr. Charles R. Williamson 
Chairman of the Board 
Weyerhaeuser Co 
P.O. Box 9777 
Federal Way, WA  97063-9777 

Dear Mr. Williamson:   

Please consider re-opening the Weyerhaeuser Pa-
cific Rim Bonsai Collection to public viewing and 
keep it as a permanent public display.  As a mem-
ber of the Bonsai Society of Portland we view this 
as a Northwest treasure, a treasure that we have 
helped maintain. Several of our members have 
contributed specimens to the collections.  These 
members believed that the trees would continue to 
be properly maintained and displayed for the en-
joyment of all. 

 Thank you for your consideration in this matter, 

Pacific Rim Bonsai Collection  
Weyerhaeuser has closed the Collection and bon-
sai folks want it reopened.  President Don Howse 
has sent a letter to that effect.  If you want to send 
a letter, here is a sample letter to copy or rephrase 
to express your sentiments.   

The good news for the Bonsai Collection is that while 
we have closed it to the public, we have retained staff 
to maintain the integrity of the Collection during this 
period.  We have every intention of ensuring that the 
standards of excellence that are associated with the 
collection are  maintained.   

Sincerely, 

Rullie Harris, Director,  

Regional Public Affairs  



Schedule of Upcoming Events 

Apex Bonsai Supply 
Custom Soils Akadama 

Japanese, Korean & Chinese Pots 
Tools  Copper and Aluminum Wire 

Lessons available 
Family Run, Locally Owned 

apexbonsaisupply@verizon.net     

 

Steve & Deb  
Wilcox 

 

 503 848 2638 
503 720 9028 cell 

April 18 - 1 to 4 pm  Mentorship Meeting  

Steve Wilcox, 2860 SW 175th, Aloha, OR  
  
April 21 - 7 to 9 pm THIRD Tuesday this month  
BSOP Monthly Meeting  

St. Phillip Neri Parrish, 2408 SE 16th Ave. Portland OR 
 
May1&2 Dungeness Bonsai Exhibit 
Sequim, WA  Dungeness_bonsai@yahoo.com 
 
May 2 -10 to 2 pm  OSK Meeting  
JC Kitchen Cabinets in Wilsonville 
 
May 4 - 6:30 pm  BSOP Board Meeting 

Don Howse’s Condo (503) 668-5834 
 
May 9&10 Mother’s Day Show 
Japanese Garden 
 
May 9&10 Pacific Rim Bonsai Collection open 
33663 Weyerhaeuser Way S, Federal Way, WA 98003 

May 16 - 1 to 4 pm  Mentorship Meeting  

Tice Residence, 3236 SE Johnson Creek Blvd, Portland  
 
May 26 - 7 to 9 pm BSOP Monthly Meeting  

St. Phillip Neri Parrish, 2408 SE 16th Ave. Portland OR 
 
June 1 - 6:30 pm  BSOP Board Meeting 

Don Howse’s Condo (503) 668-5834 
 
June 6 -10 to 2 pm  OSK Meeting  
JC Kitchen Cabinets in Wilsonville 
 
June 23 - 7 to 9 pm BSOP Monthly Meeting  

St. Phillip Neri Parrish, 2408 SE 16th Ave. Portland OR 
 

Special Dates 
June  Pacific Rim Work Party 
 Federal Way, WA 
 
June 26&27 Oregon Coast Bonsai Exhibit 
Newport Middle School 
 
October  1-3, 2009  20th Annual PNB Convention 

Victoria, B.C. 
 
June 12&13, 2010  2nd US National Bonsai 

 Exhibition Rochester, NY 

Wired for Success - Vice-Presidents Report 

Once again I would like to start my note to the 
group with a thank you. This thank you is to Scott 
for the exceptional, engaging program on display 
and show prep that he put together. I appreciate his 
time and commitment to sharing what he has 
learned with our group.  

Special thank you also to the organizers of the 
Shohin display. It was amazing to see such a well 
organized and presented display of work from this 
group and to appreciate the technical and artistic 
talent of this group. Finally a thank you to anyone 
that brought something for the Shohin display. The 
entire program in March was really spectacular 
thanks to our members. 

In April, we will be doing a whack and chat 
with a twist. The twist is that I will be contacting 
several of you to bring in trees to work on for this 
meeting. I have asked the board to do the same and 
I highly encourage all members to bring in some-
thing you need advice on, want to showcase or 
something that you just have not had time to work 
on.  

Ideally this turns into almost a round table for-
mat where all levels of members can discuss, ob-
serve and learn from each other. I’m hoping for 
heavy whacking and in depth chatting so I highly 
encourage you to come share both your knowledge 
and your questions.  Thanks,  

Rory 



Presidents Report  Out on a Limb 

Beside the Society’s Constitution and By-
Laws, the Board operates with a printed set of 
Policies and Guidelines. These have been assem-
bled over the years to serve as a tool for the Soci-
ety to operate our events and business smoothly. 

We are preparing for the annual Spring Bonsai 
Show at the Japanese Gardens of Portland. The 
show occurs on Mother’s Day weekend, May 8, 9, 
& 10. One of the important events during the show 
is the Critique session, which is an opportunity for 
all of us to learn and listen to expert analysis. It is 
also a nice social event. Social events are often 
accompanied with food and beverages, including 
alcoholic beverages. 

The Policies and Guidelines of BSOP include a 
line that states: “The Society will not supply beer, 
wine, or alcoholic beverages at Society social 
events”. The reason for not providing alcoholic 
beverages is obvious to the Board and officers, and 
those who are concerned about our liabilities. 
Other similar organizations have been involved in 
lawsuits, which include the officers and organizers 
of events, when tragedy has occurred as a result of 
alcohol having been served. 

At first this was interpreted to mean that no 
such beverages would be allowed. However, after 
review the Board has determined that such bever-
ages brought by individuals to a social event, like 
the Critique would be allowed. They will not be 
provided by the Society. Anyone bringing such 
beverages should expect that they will be shared 
by others attending the event. At some events, like 
the summer picnic, the venue operators, such as 
the City of Portland at a city park, may tell us we 
cannot have alcohol on site. 

So, the Society will provide non-alcoholic bev-
erages at the Critique, and similar Society events. 
We will allow individuals to bring their own bot-
tles of alcoholic beverages to such events, if it is 
allowed by the hosting venue operators. In the case 
of the Critique, which is occurring in the pavilion 
at the Japanese Gardens, we and the staff of the 
Japanese Garden request that wines being shared 
are white, not red. Red wine will stain the floor 
when spilled, which invariably occurs. Bottles of 
white wine brought to the Critique will be put onto 
a table along with the other non-alcoholic bever-
ages, and food. The wine will be accessible  

to all in attendance. 

We look forward to another very successful Spring 
Bonsai Show, and of course the Critique on Saturday 
evening. I am sure we will all enjoy the social ex-
change, the opportunity observe and learn. 

See you all there. 

Don 

April Mentorship Meeting 

Repotting and Trident Maple Root over Rock  

When: Saturday, April 18th - 1-4pm 

Where: Wilcox Residence, 2860 SW 175th. Ave., 

Aloha, OR 97006  

The mentorship program this month will be a re-
potting program. Time is getting short to get your re-
potting finished so take this opportunity to do it with 
the group so you can get advice. Please remember to 
bring your soil, tools and supplies. 

In addition to general repotting we will be having 
a special opportunity for Mentorship attendees to re-
ceive and pot a Trident seedling in a long nursery pot 
for a future root over rock project. There is a limited 
quantity of approximately 20 seedlings available to the 
first to respond.   Later responders will need to bring a 
tree for the root-over-rock initial potting.  The BSOP 
will be providing the Trident, training pot and soil at 
no charge thanks to the Scott Ginther Memorial Fund.  

Apex Bonsai and Teleperion Farms are providing 
the supplies at cost to the Society.  Please be sure to 
RSVP if you want a Trident in training to take home at 
the end of the meeting.   

For more information or directions Steve's cell 

number is (503) 720-9028.   

Please RSVP to Steve or Deb Wilcox via email 

at: slwilcox1@verizon.net -or-
 apexbonsaisupply@verizon.net 

Next meeting: Saturday, May 16th - Fertilizer 

Balls - Tice Residence - Portland, OR 

Scott Tice 



It's time once again for our annual Spring Show 
at the Japanese Gardens. This years show takes place 
on May 9th and 10th, which is Mother's Day week-
end. The 2009 show brings a few changes and as 
usual many fantastic trees from our members. The 
hours of the show will be from 10am-6pm, both Sat-
urday and Sunday. As usual, we are looking for ex-
cellent trees from our members to show off the work 
that we have done over the last year. Our shows give 
club members and the general public alike a chance 
to see the high quality of bonsai artistry coming out 
of the Portland area.  

If you have a tree that you would like to show, 
just give Scott Elser (503-803-5343) or Joanne Rai-
ton (503-244-5201) a call. Bonsai should be healthy, 
clean, neat, and in ceramic bonsai container. Just 
give us a call if you have any questions. We will 
start setting up the show Friday from 11 am to 4 pm. 
Your trees can arrive anytime during that time frame 
and only trees which have been pre-approved will be 
accepted. A variety of stands and accent plants are 
also needed, so bring those if you have them.   

Along with trees, we will also need volunteers in 
several areas. One of the easiest areas for new mem-
bers to help out and actually learn quite a bit about 
bonsai is to be a tree sitter. This is a two hour shift in 
which you keep a watch on the trees and answer 
general questions about the trees. There are always 
experienced members around to help with the more 
difficult questions.  

We will also need folks to perform casual dem-
onstrations on the east deck of the pavilion. This in-
volves working on one or more of your trees and 
answering questions while folks watch over your 
shoulders. They usually stay for only a couple min-
utes, but they can come up with some of the most 
creative questions! Some members say it's the only 
time they get to work on their trees.  

We will also continue our program started last 
spring with half-hour docent tours. This happens 
three times a day and involves giving an informed 
tour of the exhibit, so it should be reserved for more 
experienced members.  

 

Lastly, we will need volunteers to help set up the 
show on Friday and help tear down and pack up on 
Sunday at 6 pm. If you would like to volunteer for 
any of these duties, see Pat Foldi at the April meet-
ing or give her a call at 503-635-7137.  

One of the major changes this year will be the 
absence of a marketplace. We are working hard to be 
able to bring it back next year, so keep your fingers 
crossed.  

And of course, our show would not be complete 
these days without our Saturday Night Reception & 
Critique. The show will close to the public at 6 pm 
on Saturday. At this time we will begin setting up 
tables for refreshments and begin the reception. This 
year we are going to try something a little different 
for food. We would like to try having a dessert pot-
luck. The club will provide soft drinks and water and 
you will need to provide the desserts. I am sure the 
occasional veggie tray or cheese & crackers would 
be welcome,  too. We are not trying to make a big 
meal out of this, but bring your favorite along with 
some to share.  

At this time we will also begin popular voting for 
the best Shohin, Conifer, and Deciduous tree in the 
show. The critique itself will start at 7:00. At the end 
of the critique at 8:00, we will announce the winners 
of the popular vote and make a drawing for the door 
prize.  

The garden will provide an after hours shuttle so 
that we can get up and down the hill for this event.   
We need to make sure and clean up after ourselves 
especially well. This event will be free this year, but 
we will take donations at the door to help with ex-
penses. 

I hope that you have the opportunity come and 
enjoy the exhibit. It is by far the best opportunity to 
see quality bonsai in the Portland area and they are 
all yours. Here's to what I know will once again be a 
fabulous show! 

Scott Elser 

Spring Show at the Japanese Garden 



 

daybreak 
gardens  

 

    
  

 Since 1978 
 

ALL YOU NEED FOR BONSAI 
 

Plants - supplies - classes 
Plus  

Natural Fertilizers for Lawn & Garden 
Sky Bright® Fiberglass Greenhouses 

Leaky Pipe® Micro-Watering Supplies 
 

Dave & Donna Burnett 
Battle Ground, WA 98604 

360 687- 5641 
 

If you need bonsai supplies, please call 

ahead for delivery at a BSOP meeting 

 

Home of El Dorado Bonsai NW 
 

Dedicated to growing trees specifically for 
bonsai, combining the best of  traditional Japa-
nese techniques with the proven technology of 

the Oregon nursery industry. 
 

Over 50 of the most popular species 

plus some unique and rare offerings. 
 

Black pine, white pine, mugo, Scots 

pine & Japanese larch 
 

Maples, elms, crabapples, quince & 

hornbeam 
 

Satsuki Azalea 
Through our partnership with El Dorado Bonsai we 
are able to offer one of the finest selection of satsuki 

azalea whips and specimens in the USA. 
 

Soils 
Master Nakayama’s personal brand of Kanuma and 

Akadama $24.00 for the 12 quart bag. 
 

Wire 
Aluminum wire $25 per kilo. 

Ask about copper wire. 
 

Pots 
Full line of mica pots 

Low priced pots from Korean kilns 
Hand made pots from American potters 

 

Tools 
Yoshiaki, Nakayama, Masakuni 

 

and 
Hard to find items such as camellia oil, HB 101 

 

Ask about bonsai society member discounts. 
 

To contact us, please call or email 
Chris & Lisa Kirk  503 859 3697 

tfarms@wvi.com 

Bonsai Supplies from 

Wee Tree Farm 
 

Not only do we have a large selection of pottery, 
trees, tools, etc., but Garland Nursery has 5 acres 

of plants to browse through.  Please come see us, I 
promise it is worth the drive! 

 

Our Retail location located at: 

Garland Nursery 
HWY 20 half way between Albany and Corvallis 

 

Hours: M-F 9-6, Sat 9-5, Sun 10-5 
541 753 6601 

 
 

Please call Diane with any 
questions at 800 638 1098 



 

The Bonsai Society of Portland meets on the fourth Tuesday of each 
month except in summer, when other group outings are arranged.   
 

St. Phillip Neri Parish 
2408 SE 16th Avenue, Portland OR 

Northeast corner of SE Division and 16th Avenue 

Visitors are always welcome! 
 

Board of Directors 
President:  Don Howse 503 668-5834 don@porterhowse.com 
VP-Programs:  Rory Zabel 503 690-4332 rzabel@standard.com 
VP-Membership: Margie Kinoshita 503 652-1959  

youngkinoshita@msn.com 
Treasurer:  Brian Daniels 503 582-1782  
Secretary:  Patricia Daniels 503 582-1782 

Patricia_Anne_Daniels@yahoo.com 
 

Committee Heads 
Librarian: Barbara Devitt 503 764-8242 bbd.jcgroup@yahoo.com  
Mentorship: Scott Tice 503 781-0310  scottice@teleport.com 
Shohin Kai: Arlene Sigourney 503 667-0148  asigourney@aol.com 
Newsletter: Peter Pelofske 503 704-3891  pelofskepj@juno.com 
Webmaster: Craig Frank 503 598-8692  cfrank31@comcast.net 
Club Email: Arlene Sigourney 503 667-0148  asigourney@aol.com 
 


