
March 2010 

March 20  - 2 to 5 pm Mentorship Program 

St. Philip Neri, 2408 SE 16th Ave, Portland  
St. Paul room 

March  23 - 7 to 9 pm Monthly BSOP Meeting 

St. Philip Neri, 2408 SE 16th Ave, Portland  

4th Tuesday - not last 

April 3 - 10 am to 2 pm OSK Meeting 

J.C. Kitchen Cabinets, Wilsonville  

April 5 - 6:30 pm BSOP Board Meeting 
Don Howse condo - 503 668 5834 

April 17  - 2 to 5 pm Mentorship Program 

April 24 - Early am Pacific Rim Bonsai Collection 
Spring Work Party, Elmers at Portland Meadows  

April 27 - 7 to 9 pm Monthly BSOP Meeting 

St. Philip Neri, 2408 SE 16th Ave, Portland  

May 8 and 9 - BSOP Spring Show & Marketplace 

Portland Japanese Garden  

July 10 - 10am Multi-club Summer Picnic  
Wee Tree Farm Philomath, OR 97370  
 

Schedule of Upcoming Events March Monthly Meeting 
The program for March will be a Forest planting 

by guest artist Lee Cheatle. For those of you who 
have not seen a forest planting or a demonstration by 
Lee, it is a treat. If you have a forest planting of your 
own that you would like to share with the club, 
please bring it to display in the back of the room. 
Similar to last meeting I will have tables set up for 
display.  

Also in case you have forgotten, we always have 
tables set up for general "show and tell". If you have 
a tree that will just take our breath away, please 
bring it to show. Also as a reminder we have tables 
set up for items you would like to sell or items for 
the raffle.  

In either the May or June meeting we will be 
having a Bonsai swap meet. I tell you now so you 
can begin to prepare by either cleaning up or repot-
ting trees that you might want to sell or trade. Or 
perhaps you need to dig out one of those old pots 
you haven’t used and that needs to find a good 
home. More details to follow on how to participate, 
but keep this in mind as you do your spring cleaning.  

A number of you have expressed an interest in 
bringing in guest artists so I wanted to make you 
aware of my progress on this.   

In October Tak Yamura from Vancouver B.C. 
will be our guest artist for a lecture/demo at our 
monthly meeting. He will also be doing a workshop 
for those who have interest.  

In November we are tentatively scheduled to 
have Marco Invernizzi here as our guest artist and 
also for a workshop. I will keep you informed of 
these and other speakers I secure as information be-
comes available.  

Rory 

San Jose juniper Weyerhaeuser Pacific Rim Collection  



BSOP Mentorship Program  

When: Saturday, March 20th - 2-5pm 

Where: St. Philip Neri Church - St. Paul room  

Spring is here...... This month we'll have a repot-
ting extravaganza!  We'll start with a quick recap on 
the soil we made last month and then get into screen 
clips and some pot selection.  

Bring a few trees.... now is a good time for most 
everything that is actively pushing. Leave the Beech 
and Azaleas at home, not quite there yet.  

Bring supplies... aluminum wire, chopsticks, 
screen, spray bottle, soil scoops and sieves... and the 
soil we made last month.  

Please do NOT water your trees Friday or Satur-
day morning unless they absolutely need it. Dry soil is 
much easier to remove than a wet clump.  

If you have an extra tarp I'd really appreciate you 
bringing it. The black masonry troughs from Home 
Depot are nice to keep the area clean as well. We are 
responsible for cleaning up the room so let's do our 
best to keep the room tidy.  

 Please RSVP to Scott Tice via email 

at: scottice@teleport.com  

This is an excellent time to get a jump start 

on your spring repotting duties.   

Hope to see you there!  

Next meeting: April - TBA 

 

Scott Tice 

Japanese Garden Spring Show 

Details, Details 
There are lots of them for this year's Spring 

Show at the Japanese Gardens. The dates are on 
Mother's Day weekend, May 8th and 9th from 
10am -7pm. All the elements that you expect will be 
in place, including the return of the Marketplace.  
On to the most important detail first - the trees. 
BSOP certainly puts on one of the finest Bonsai ex-
hibitions in the country. It small, sweet, and very 
tasty. You guys do an awesome job with your trees 
all year long and I have had a chance to watch quite 
a few people developing excellent trees and it's time 
to show them off. If you have a tree to show, let us 
know.  Dennis Vojtilla will be putting together the 
final lineup, so contact Dennis 
(vojtillavineyard@hotmail.com), or Lee Cheatle 
(LeeCheatle@MSN.com), or myself Scott Elser 
(selser@columbia.com) if you want to send us a 
photo or have us drop by.  Remember that all trees 
must be in ceramic bonsai pots, be healthy, pest free, 
and well groomed.  We will also have a table for 
trees that are still in development and not quite ready 
for formal display, so that everyone can participate.  

We will have a marketplace again this year. Ven-
dors will be charged per foot of table that they use. 
Contact Steve Wilcox  slwilcox1@verizon.net if 
you want more details or wish to show.  There are a 
few small restrictions that he can fill you in on.  

We are also looking forward to our educational 
critique on Saturday evening. We are planning on 
having a special guest to critique the exhibit that 
evening, so stay tuned. Since the gardens and exhibit 
close at 7:00pm, we will start refreshments shortly 
thereafter, and the critique will begin at 7:30. Please 
remember that the garden closes admission to the 
general public at 6:30. For treats we will continue 
the our new tradition begun last year with a sweet 
and savory finger food potluck. Bring a plate of your 
favorite morsels. The club will provide soft drinks 
and water. You may bring liquid refreshments, but 
not red wine or anything else that could leave stains. 
Please bring food and beverage items well covered 
as the garden does not allow them on the grounds, or 
for the general public.  

As usual, we will have a popular vote and 
awards for the best Conifer, Deciduous, and Shohin 
trees.  

We will have tickets available only at the March 
and April meetings.  The ticket price is $10.00.   

We will also have flyers available at the meetings 
to take to friends, relatives, garden centers, and wher-
ever you need them.  

To put on a show of the caliber that we do, will 
need to rely on you, the club members to volunteer 
time and trees to the effort. We will have signups at 
the March and April meetings for such duties as tree 
sitting, docent tours, back porch demonstrations, set 
up and take down, photography, and critique night. So 
be sure to take part in this great event. We will be set-
ting up the show on Friday, the 7th and tearing down 
on Sunday after we close at 7pm. 

I hope to see you and your trees that weekend.  

Scott Elser 



Repot every other year and keep developed bonsai 
slightly rootbound on occasions; more frequent repotting can 
result in larger leaves as the tree becomes especially vigor-
ous.  

Pruning and trimming Boxwood  

Boxwoods regularly need thinning of the foliage mass to 
allow light into the inner branches to stop them becoming 
bare and to prompt backbudding. Regular pruning helps to 
increase ramification and reduce leafsize as well. However, it 
is also important to allow some free growth to ensure the 
overall vigour of the bonsai is maintained. Free, unrestricted 
extension of the first flush of growth can be allowed in Spring 
(around April/May depending on your climate) to strengthen 
the tree, followed by strict pinching and pruning for the rest of 
the year to refine the foliage.  

Promoting Ramification in Boxwood  

Healthy Boxwood respond well to partial defoliation as 
new buds swell through the growing season.  

BUXUS species/ BOX or BOXWOOD  

IN-DEPTH  

 
Boxwood have something of a poor image as bon-

sai, mainly due to the proliferation of poorly designed 
trees being styled with pom-pom foliage. Boxwood 
have a naturally multi-stemmed growth habit that lends 
them to being styled like large spreading park trees and 
it is with this style that they look their best when grown 
as bonsai.  

The two Buxus species that are commonly seen as 
bonsai are Buxus microphylla/Japanese Box and 
Buxus sempervirens/Common Box. Outwardly both of 
these species are very similar. The main difference 
between the two species is their vigor.  Japanese Box 
is less vigorous and slower growing than Common Box.  

Boxwood have many good characteristics that are 
useful for bonsai. Dark green leaves that reduce well, 
naturally short internodes and they can take hard prun-
ing that prompts prolific back budding. Boxwood also 
have shallow, fibrous root systems that often produce 
powerful surface roots and nebari.  

The bark of Boxwood looks mature at an early age 
but is thin and easily damaged so care must be taken 
when heavy pruning or wiring. As the bark becomes 
dirty very easily, accumulated dirt and algae can be 
cleaned using water and an old toothbrush.  

Well-fed Boxwood are fast growers but are very 
slow to thicken. It is said that field grown Boxwood can 
have trunks of as little 3" after 20 or even 30 years. For 
this reason it is important to source older stock to use 
for bonsai. Old hedges and garden material are an ex-
cellent source of suitable material. Collect Boxwood in 
March and April removing all ground soil (bare-rooting). 
If in any doubt as to the vigour of a collected tree, one 
half of the rootsystem can be bare-rooted in the first 
year, the other half in the following year.  

Boxwood can be airlayered successfully, and are 
best started in April. Cuttings can be taken from Au-
tumn to early Spring; use cuttings of at least 4"/10cm 
length for greater success.  

Small wounds on Buxus heal well but larger 
wounds, particularly on older parts of the tree, are very 
slow to heal and are better used as deadwood fea-
tures. As Buxus wood is very hard, intricate carving and 
jinning can be carried out without fear of deterioration.  

Boxwood are naturally understory trees and so it is 
often recommended that they are provided with dap-
pled shade to avoid yellowing of the leaves.  However 
in the UK, give Boxwoods plenty of direct sunlight to 
encourage stronger growth and denser foliage.  

Boxwood are hardy to only around -4°C, during 
temperatures below this, extra protection should be 
provided. Foliage can become yellow or bronzed after 
frosts during the Winter but it will green up again during 
the Spring.  

Remove all but the last 
leaf pairs on a shoot as 
the new buds swell at the 
shoot tips. New shoots 
will then emerge from the 
leaf axils at the points 
where you have removed 
the leaves. (See above) 
 

The result of the leaf thin-
ning is that there will be a 
greater number of shoots, 
all with smaller leaves. 
The foliage can be 
thinned from early June 
onwards as new buds 
swell and begin to extend.  

Wiring  

Once new buds have extended but before they start to 
harden, wire can be used to shape new branching while they 
are still pliable. Once older shoots harden they are impossible 
to wire properly without snapping as they become very brittle. 
Wire the new shoots loosely (air-wiring) and check often to 
make sure that the wire does not cut into the soft new bark.  

Reprinted with permission of Harry Harrington of 
Bonsai4me.   



Out On A Limb   
This morning we awoke with a coating of snow 

throughout the greater Portland area. Surprise!!! 
Yes, it is still winter, even though the daffodils and 
magnolias are all in bloom already. The past few 
weeks it has seemed as winter had only occurred for 
a few days in early December. However, those few 
days in December are all I needed of winter. This 
has been a relatively mild winter, and spring has ar-
rived early. I know that I have trees blooming and 
leafing out almost two weeks ahead of what I expect 
from past years experience. 

I am sure you are all busy with your spring tasks, 
taking care of your gardens, cleaning up the winter 
debris, and bringing your bonsai plants out of winter 
protection among other spring tasks. I am already 
falling behind on the things I have hoped to get done 
before the warm spring weather returns. Spring is a 
wonderful time of year as the various plants emerge 
and open their leaves and flowers. Every week we 
see new displays of nature’s magnificence. 

As a club we are beginning to prepare for the 
Spring Show at the Japanese Gardens in early May. 
(Mother’s Day weekend, May 8 & 9). I am sure 
Scott and his team will do a fine job. However, you 
can pitch in too. We will need tree sitters and do-
cents during the show. We will also need your help 
in setting up the show, and of course taking it down 
at the end. The show is open each day until 7PM, as 
the Japanese Gardens close at that hour.  

If you have not participated as an exhibitor, per-
haps this is the year your bonsai is ready and you 
should give it a try. Also, if you have not helped out 
with the various tasks then this is your opportunity 
to do so. There are plenty of tasks to be done, and 
added help is appreciated. Scott Elser is chair of the 
show. He will have a committee of volunteers, many 
of whom have helped in past years. Step up and let 
us know that you are willing and able to help too. 
We all will have a good time, and your assistance 
will be greatly appreciated. I know that I am looking 
forward to another excellent show. 

Meanwhile, enjoy the spring show that Mother 
Nature has for us. 

Regards, 

Don 

Oregon Shohin Kai  
The March OSK meeting was held on the first Sat-

urday, March 6th.  Although our teacher Anne 
Spencer could not attend, she arranged for some more 
seedlings from Wee Tree Farm.  Thanks, Dianne 
Lund!  This batch of two year old seedlings in-
cluded Chinese Elm and a new variety of maple from 
the Mediterranean, Montpellier Maple, Acer monspes-
sulanum.  If you want to try this new tree, check with 
Anne to see if she has any left.  

The next meeting of OSK will be on Saturday, 
April 3rd at JC Kitchen Cabinets in north-Wilsonville 
(SW 95th at Boones Ferry and Elligsen).  Lecture this 
month will be on controlling new growth through 
pruning.  Hopefully we can avoid some common prob-
lems.  We'll also talk about fertilizer.   

The hands-on part of the meeting will be to finish 
up repotting some of the late varieties, such as fagus, 
gingko, linden, Acer griseum and conifers.  Bring 
trees, tools, pots and soil.  Apex Bonsai will be there if 
you need to purchase pots, soil or other supplies.  

If you have questions about what to bring, give Jan 
or Anne a call.  Note:  If you have suggestions or re-
quests for future programs, NOW is the time to speak 
up.  

Jan 

Pacific Rim Bonsai Collection 
Spring Work Party April 24, 2010  

The Pacific Rim Bonsai Collection, closed since 
last summer, will be open over Mother’s Day Week-
end, May 8 and 9, as part of the City of Federal Way’s 
“Buds & Blooms” Spring Festival.  BSOP will take a 
Work Party north on April 24th to help with the 
grounds.  We pull weeds, trim landscape plants, cut 
back ivy, and generally make the place look pretty.   

To car pool, meet in Elmer’s Restaurant north 
parking lot by Delta Park, Exit 306b from Portland, 
departing by 7:30 AM.  If you’re driving direct, try to 
arrive by 10:00.  We’ll work for 3 or 4 hours, then 
gather for a critique by Dave DeGroot (one tree per 
person).  Bring your gardening tools – loppers, prun-
ing shears, buckets, gloves, knee pads, rain gear, sun 
screen, and LUNCH.  We can only take a limited 
number of people, so sign up at the next meeting.   

Jan 



2010 Multi-club pot luck  
Hello everyone,  

July 10th is the day for the multi-club pot luck 
held at Wee Tree Farm in Philomath.  Come anytime 
after 10 am and bring a dish to share, your own place 
setting, a tree for the TOP 20 BEST OF THE 
WORST/BEST CONTEST, and have some fun!   

We'll eat around noon, then you are free to enjoy 
the contest, walk down to the river, shop, or just sit 
and chat.  The Corvallis Bonsai Society will provide 
coffee and cold refreshments.  We should have plenty 
of chairs, but if you have a favorite and want to haul 
it please do so.    

If you need directions please contact me.  Please 
pass this message on to anyone interested but espe-
cially to whoever is in charge of putting information 
in your club newsletters.  

Thank you!  Diane  

BACK BY POPULAR DEMAND…  

THE TOP 20 BEST OF THE 

WORST/BEST CONTEST!  

BRING YOUR TREES!!!  Multiple trees can be 
submitted.  Winners will be selected by a panel of 3 
judges.  VALUABLE prizes donated by Wee Tree 
Nursery.  All trees must be in a bonsai pot. (Sorry, 
this contest is too classy for nursery containers!).  
Prizes will be awarded for spectacular specimens in 
the following order:  

 1. Ugliest!  (In the tradition of several previous Wee 
Tree potluck contests). 

 2. Biggest Trunk Diameter (1 inch above soil sur-
face).  

 3. Least Foliage (1 leaf minimum).  
 4. Most Unusual Pot.  
 5. Best Crash Bonsai with Model Cars.  
 6. Largest Number of Trees in 1 Pot/Slab.  
 7. Best Flowers (must be present on the tree).  
 8. Most Unusual Species for a Bonsai.  
 9. Looks Most Like An Animal.  
10. Best Accent Plant (in a pot).  
11. Smallest Leaf Size (on a deciduous species).  
12. Highest Deadwood/Livewood Ratio (must be a 

live tree).  
13. Nicest Dead Tree (Lucky 13).  
14. Smallest Bonsai.  
15. Best Wire Scars.  
16. Best Weeds in a Bonsai Pot (with tree).  

Apex Bonsai Supply 
Custom Soils Akadama 

Japanese, Korean & Chinese Pots 
Tools   Copper and Aluminum Wire 

 
Lessons available 

Family Run, Locally Owned 

 
 

Steve & Deb  
Wilcox 

 
 
 

 503 848 2638 
503 720 9028 cell 

apexbonsaisupply@verizon.net     

Wee Tree Farm  
PO Box 340  
Philomath, OR 97370  

541-929-9520  
800-638-1098  
FAX 541-929-9522  
diane@weetree.com 

17. Most Heavily Wired Tree.  
18. Biggest Leaf Size.  
19. Most Twisted/Convoluted Trunk (Contorta 

Award).  
20. Best (non-green) Colored Leaves.  

Bring Your Trees and Have Some Fun!!!  
PS: seriousness not required!  

5 gallon bucket of Boon mix from Mentorship group at Apex 



 

daybreak 
gardens  

 
    
  

 Since 1978 
 

ALL YOU NEED FOR BONSAI 
 

Plants - supplies - classes 
Plus  

Natural Fertilizers for Lawn & Garden 
Sky Bright® Fiberglass Greenhouses 

Leaky Pipe® Micro-Watering Supplies 
 

Dave & Donna Burnett 
Battle Ground, WA 98604 

360 687- 5641 
 

If you need bonsai supplies, please call 

ahead for delivery at a BSOP meeting 

 

Home of El Dorado Bonsai NW 
 

Dedicated to growing trees specifically for 
bonsai, combining the best of  traditional Japa-
nese techniques with the proven technology of 

the Oregon nursery industry. 
 

Over 50 of the most popular species 

plus some unique and rare offerings. 
 

Black pine, white pine, mugo, Scots 

pine & Japanese larch 
 

Maples, elms, crabapples, quince & 

hornbeam 
 

Satsuki Azalea 
Through our partnership with El Dorado Bonsai we 
are able to offer one of the finest selection of satsuki 

azalea whips and specimens in the USA. 
 

Soils 
Master Nakayama’s personal brand of Kanuma and 

Akadama $24.00 for the 12 quart bag. 
 

Wire 
Aluminum wire $25 per kilo. 

Ask about copper wire. 
 

Pots 
Full line of mica pots 

Low priced pots from Korean kilns 
Hand made pots from American potters 

 

Tools 
Yoshiaki, Nakayama, Masakuni 

 

and 
Hard to find items such as camellia oil, HB 101 

 

Ask about bonsai society member discounts. 
 

To contact us, please call or email 
Chris & Lisa Kirk  503 859 3697 

tfarms@wvi.com 

Bonsai Supplies from 

Wee Tree Farm 
 

Not only do we have a large selection of pottery, 
trees, tools, etc., but Garland Nursery has 5 acres 

of plants to browse through.  Please come see us, I 
promise it is worth the drive! 

 

Our Retail location located at: 

Garland Nursery 
HWY 20 half way between Albany and Corvallis 

 

Hours: M-F 9-6, Sat 9-5, Sun 10-5 
541 753 6601 

 
 

Please call Diane with any 
questions at 800 638 1098 



 

The Bonsai Society of Portland meets on the fourth Tuesday of each 
month except in summer, when other group outings are arranged.   
 

St. Phillip Neri Parish 
2408 SE 16th Avenue, Portland OR 

Northeast corner of SE Division and 16th Avenue 

Visitors are always welcome! 
 

Board of Directors 
President:  Don Howse 503 668-5834 don@porterhowse.com 
President emeritus:  Jan Hettick  503 452-1129 janhettick@comcast.net 
VP-Programs:  Rory Zabel 503 690-4332 rzabel@standard.com 
VP-Membership: Margie Kinoshita 503 652-1959  

youngkinoshita@msn.com 
Treasurer:  Brian Daniels 503 582-1782  
Secretary:  Patricia Daniels 503 582-1782 

Patricia_Anne_Daniels@yahoo.com 

Committee Heads 
Librarian: Barbara Devitt 503 764-8242 bbd.jcgroup@yahoo.com  
Mentorship: Scott Tice 503 781-0310  scottice@teleport.com 
Shohin Kai: Arlene Sigourney 503 667-0148  asigourney@aol.com 
Newsletter: Peter Pelofske 503 704-3891  pelofskepj@juno.com 
 Submissions to BSOP newsletter due on 10th of the month 
Webmaster: Craig Frank 503 598-8692  cfrank31@comcast.net 
Club Email: Arlene Sigourney 503 667-0148  asigourney@aol.com 
 


