
I gave a one and a half hour discussion of Bonsai culture and techniques to an audience of approximately 
30 people at the Lake Oswego Library on Tuesday, February 23rd at 1:30 PM. This was in conjunction with 
the "Oregon Reads" sponsored book "Stubborn Twig", a book about 3 generations of a Oregon Japanese-
American family. There were many questions by audience members interested in Bonsai and I told them of 
our meeting the next night and of the upcoming convention of the PNBC Association in Victoria October 1-4 
2009. Our BSOP pamphlets with instructions for joining us were given to audience members.  

I have been a member of BSOP since 2006 and before that I was a member of the East Bay Bonsai Soci-
ety in the San Francisco east bay area since 1987 and was a president of that group for 2 years.    

Ron Hillenbrand   

March 2009 

March Mentorship Meeting with Scott Elser 

This month we'll tackle repotting. We'll start with 
a quick demonstration on repotting techniques and 
move straight in to some hands-on work.  

Repotting is one of those things that you need lots 
of things with you to do it right. So here's a quick list 
of what to bring. Choose a few medium to small bon-
sai to repot that have not have broken buds yet. 
Things are about 3 weeks later this year, so we should 
be in good shape. It's a great time for conifers. Bring 
several selections of pots for each tree if you can and 
we choose the best for each tree, based on what stage 
of development that it's in. Bring some of that new 
soil that you made with Steve last month,  

plus some drainage material and top dressing if you 
have it. Aluminum wire for attaching screens and tree 
to pot - 1.5mm for Shohin, 2mm for medium, and 2.5 
for larger trees. Drainage hole screens. A container to 
haul away your old soil and a watering can as well as 
a water sprayer to keep roots moist.  

Tools will include chopsticks, root rake, angled 
tweezers, root hook, root scissors, wire cutters, wire 
pliers, root cutters, and a turntable. Don't forget 
scoops for your soil and some gloves if you like. 
Whew. That's lot. Maybe you can share with a 
neighbor on some of the supplies and tools.   

Scott Elser 



Wired for Success - Vice-Presidents Report 

Thank you to the group for your understand-
ing as I come up to speed in my new role! 

Although I did not manage to announce the 
events for the February meeting, we had a great 
turnout for our Round Robin event. Many thanks 
to Barry, Lee, Greg, Anne, Alan and Lyle for shar-
ing their topic knowledge with the BSOP. The en-
ergy and passion around the displays was amaz-
ing and whether you were talking to a presenter, 
discussing the displays with friends or enjoying 
the vendor displays, everyone seemed to enjoy 
themselves.  

This month's program will feature the display 
of bonsai with Scott Elser. Scott will be talking 
about ways to display and enjoy your bonsai at 
home, office, or a formal show. Just about any-
where that you want to share your bonsai.  

Scott will talk about ways to organize a space 
to present your bonsai, including the use of ac-
cent plants, scrolls, and suiseki. He will talk about 
the seasonal aspects of display as well as how to 
make things flow together. He'll share a bit on 
Shohin display as the Oregon Shohin Kai group 
will be displaying some of their work. He'll talk 
about how to groom your trees and plants for the 
maximum impression. And lastly he'll work with 
some live examples. It's all about how to best en-
joy our trees and share them with others.  

As a final note, thank you to anyone who 
picked up a chair, moved a table or carried books 
up or down to the basement in preparation or in 
closing of our meeting. Your help is greatly ap-
preciated. 

Thanks, 

Rory 

February Mentorship Meeting 

The BSOP Mentorship Program met at the 
Wilcox's for the February meeting.  Scot Tice pre-
sented information on potting mixes and mem-
bers assembled “Boon” mix to take home.  Steve 
had all necessary ingredients at hand and Deb 
made coffee to take the chill off.   



March Program - Bonsai Dis-

play 

This month's program will feature 
the display of bonsai with Scott Elser. 
Scott will be talking about ways to dis-
play and enjoy your bonsai at home, 
office, or a formal show. Just about 
anywhere that you want to share your 

bonsai.  

We'll talk about ways to organize a 
space to present your bonsai, includ-
ing the use of accent plants, scrolls, 
and suiseki. We will talk about the 
seasonal aspects of display as well as 
how to make things flow together. 
We'll even share a bit on Shohin dis-
play. We'll talk about how to groom 
your trees and plants for the maxi-

mum impression.  

And lastly we'll try our hand on 
some live examples. It's all about how 
to best enjoy our trees and share them 

with others.   

Scott Elser 

Schedule of Upcoming Events 

Apex Bonsai Supply 
Custom Soils Akadama 

Japanese, Korean & Chinese Pots 
Tools  Copper and Aluminum Wire 

Lessons available 
Family Run, Locally Owned 

apexbonsaisupply@verizon.net     

 

Steve & Deb  
Wilcox 

 

 503 848 2638 
503 720 9028 cell 

March 21 - 1 to 4 pm  Mentorship Meeting  

St. Phillip Neri Parrish, 2408 SE 16th Ave. Portland OR  
  
March 24 - 7 to 9 pm  BSOP Monthly Meeting  

St. Phillip Neri Parrish, 2408 SE 16th Ave. Portland OR   
 
April 4 -10 to 2 pm  OSK Meeting  
JC Kitchen Cabinets in Wilsonville 
 
April 6 - 6:30 pm  BSOP Board Meeting 

Don Howse’s Condo (503) 668-5834 
 
April 18 - 1 to 4 pm  Mentorship Meeting  

St. Phillip Neri Parrish, 2408 SE 16th Ave. Portland OR  
  
April 21 - 7 to 9 pm THIRD Tuesday this month  
BSOP Monthly Meeting  

St. Phillip Neri Parrish, 2408 SE 16th Ave. Portland OR 
 
May1&2 Dungeness Bonsai Exhibit 
Sequim, WA  Dungeness_bonsai@yahoo.com 
 
May 2 -10 to 2 pm  OSK Meeting  
JC Kitchen Cabinets in Wilsonville 
 
May 4 - 6:30 pm  BSOP Board Meeting 

Don Howse’s Condo (503) 668-5834 
 
May 9&10 Mother’s Day Show 
Japanese Garden 
 
May 26 BSOP Monthly Meeting  

St. Phillip Neri Parrish, 2408 SE 16th Ave. Portland OR 
 

Special Dates 
 
June 21 - 10 am Weyerhaeuser Work Party 
 Federal Way, WA 
 
June 26&27 Oregon Coast Bonsai Exhibit 
Newport Middle School 
 
October  1-3, 2009  20th Annual PNB Convention 

Victoria, B.C. 
 
June 12&13, 2010  2nd US National Bonsai 

 Exhibition Rochester, NY 
 



Presidents Report   

Out on a Limb 

It is good to see the very first signs of Spring 
appear. I noticed this week that the buds on the 
Larch trees are beginning to show green, and the 
buds on the Cedrus trees are expanding. I have 
also noticed Crocus, Narcissus, and other early 
blooming bulbs in the gardens. Of course Spring 
has its share of cold and gray days, but then there 
are some very nice sunny days too. 

I think we all enjoy the first signs of Spring, 
then we begin to remember that with Spring come 
many garden tasks, and especially tasks related to 
our Bonsai collections. Time sitting by the fire and 
reading those Bonsai magazines and books has 
passed, and now it is time to tend to our own 
plants. 

Don’t just set those books and magazines aside 
and forget about them. They have many good 
ideas printed into their pages to help us groom and 
tend our own bonsai plants, and the gardens too. 
However, if those magazines and books were bor-
rowed from the club library, then they need to be 
returned to the Library table so other members can 
also peruse them. 

One of the assets of our club is the wonderful 
Library we have available. At every meeting vol-
unteers lug the heavy boxes of books and maga-
zines up the steep stairs at the church and put them 
out for display and your perusal. At the end of the 
meetings volunteers again haul the boxes back 
down into the basement for storage. We have other 
volunteers, and our Librarian, Barbara Devitt, who 
manage the collection of books, and make them 
presentable. Thank you Barbara, and you other 
volunteers too. 

The Library has been carefully cataloged. 
Check Out cards are found in the pockets inside 
the cover of the books and magazines. Please 
make use of the library and also please follow the 
proper check out procedure.  

One of our concerns is that some folks who 
have taken books and magazines, have not used 
the system, and also have not returned the items in 
a reasonable amount of time. If you have some 
items in your library that should be returned, 
please do so.   

It has also come to our attention that the table is a 
distraction during some of our meetings. So, it will be 
covered and closed during the program part of the 
meetings. The Library will be available for your pe-
rusal before and possibly for a short time after the 
meeting. 

If you would like to volunteer to help with the 
Library, and even to help haul the heavy boxes up 
and down the stairs, your service is very welcome.   

Have a Great Spring!! 

Don 

Mother’s Day Show at the Japanese Garden 

This year's annual Spring Show takes place May 
9th and 10th, Mother's Day weekend, at the Portland 
Japanese Gardens. We will have all of the great ele-
ments that you have come to expect - awesome trees, 
great displays, a marketplace, demonstrations, a Sat-
urday evening reception and critique and great peo-
ple.  

As for the awesome trees, you will need to pro-
vide those. So if you would like to exhibit a tree or 
two, make your reservation and give Scott Elser a call 
at 503-803-5343.  

Be sure to catch this month's program on bonsai 
display and show preparation. We will also continue 
the tradition that we started last year with awards for 
the best conifer, deciduous, and Shohin trees.  

The Marketplace will continue as usual, but with 
a slight change. Vendors will be charged 10% of their 
sales to go back into the show. See Scott if you are 
interested in being a vendor.  

And of course we will need volunteers to help 
with exhibit set up and tear down, tree sitting, docent 
tours, and demonstrations. You will be able to sign up 
at the next few meetings.  

This is really all about sharing our trees and ac-
complishments with others, so I hope that you are up 
for some great participation and a really great time. 

Scott Elser 



March Oregon Shohin Kai Meeting 

The Headliner at OSK this month was 
Dennis Vojtilla arriving with an armload 
of Princess Persimmon starters and pot-
ted Princess Persimmon Bonsai. For the 
next hour we learned what makes a Prin-
cess Persimmon an attractive Bonsai. The 
dominant feature of Princess Persimmon 
Bonsai is its fruit in it's many colors, 
spots, and shapes. These differences were 
shown in pictures Dennis passed around 

to the interested group of OSK attendees.  

Another interesting feature was propa-
gation by root cuttings. If you are inter-
ested in seeing the results of root cut-
tings growing toward Bonsai/Shohin, talk 
with Dennis as he has some very inter-
esting root cuttings in training. Thanks to 
Dennis for information on a species that 

is not talked much about for Bonsai.  

The second Item on our full agenda, 
this month, was selecting trees for the 
upcoming OSK Shohin Exhibit at the 
BSOP March meeting. Four Shohin 
stands were set up for trees to be added. 
The Shohin selection for these stands 
was made from a variety of species and 
sizes from the many Shohin available 
from our OSK membership. From the 
many trees available we were able to put 
together a very nice Shohin Exhibit for 

March 24th BSOP regular meeting.  

We would like to express our thank 
you to Barbara again for a venue that is 
large and comfortable. Especially this 
month, the large area allowed us to set 
out the large number of Shohin for selec-
tion in preparation for our Exhibit. Thank 
you also to the owner of J.C. Kitchen & 
Bath Cabinets that made portable 
“tables” for spreading out our Shohin for 
selecting. It was a very full day for our 

Kai.   

Norm 

Will the real Wabi-Sabi please 

stand up? 

After a year or two with bonsai, I occa-
sionally come across the terms wabi and 
sabi. Sometimes they are separate, some-
times not. The definitions are vague, of-
ten contradictory. The terms have sepa-
rate origins, but are now conventionally 
combined. Frustrated with conflicting 
definitions, I put myself on the library list 
for Wabi-Sabi for Artists, Designers, Poets 
& Philosophers by Leonard Koren. Here is 
a brief well written book devoted exclu-

sively to clearing the fog. 

The author explains that the terms 
were originally kept private as almost 
proprietary information. The terms are 
historically enmeshed in a Zen under-
standing of life and with the traditional 

tea ceremony, especially with Rikyu. 

Mr. Koren explains by a contrast with 
modernism. Where modernism is sleek, 
perfect, permanent and cool, Wabi-Sabi is 
rough, temporary and warm. Objects are 
part of a natural process of becoming and 
deteriorating. They are irregular, inti-
mate, unpretentious, earthy, murky and 
simple. Reading the book will give you a 
better understanding of Wabi-Sabi than 

this brief, summary. 

While reading, I compared what I was 
learning with what I know about bonsai. 
Bonsai plants are irregular, earthy, 
changing and individual. Other Wabi-
Sabi characters are muted colors, quiet 
dignity and roughness. I find these quali-

ties appealing.   

Peter 



 

daybreak 
gardens  

 

    
  

 Since 1978 
 

ALL YOU NEED FOR BONSAI 
 

Plants - supplies - classes 
Plus  

Natural Fertilizers for Lawn & Garden 
Sky Bright® Fiberglass Greenhouses 

Leaky Pipe® Micro-Watering Supplies 
 

Dave & Donna Burnett 
Battle Ground, WA 98604 

360 687- 5641 
 

If you need bonsai supplies, please call 

ahead for delivery at a BSOP meeting 

 

Home of El Dorado Bonsai NW 
 

Dedicated to growing trees specifically for 
bonsai, combining the best of  traditional Japa-
nese techniques with the proven technology of 

the Oregon nursery industry. 
 

Over 50 of the most popular species 
plus some unique and rare offerings. 

 
Black pine, white pine, mugo, Scots 

pine & Japanese larch 
 

Maples, elms, crabapples, quince & 
hornbeam 

 
Satsuki Azalea 

Through our partnership with El Dorado Bonsai we 
are able to offer one of the finest selection of satsuki 

azalea whips and specimens in the USA. 
 

Soils 
Master Nakayama’s personal brand of Kanuma and 

Akadama $24.00 for the 12 quart bag. 
 

Wire 
Aluminum wire $25 per kilo. 

Ask about copper wire. 
 

Pots 
Full line of mica pots 

Low priced pots from Korean kilns 
Hand made pots from American potters 

 

Tools 
Yoshiaki, Nakayama, Masakuni 

 

and 
Hard to find items such as camellia oil, HB 101 

 

Ask about bonsai society member discounts. 
 

To contact us, please call or email 
Chris & Lisa Kirk  503 859 3697 

tfarms@wvi.com 

Bonsai Supplies from 

Wee Tree Farm 
 

Not only do we have a large selection of pottery, 
trees, tools, etc., but Garland Nursery has 5 acres 

of plants to browse through.  Please come see us, I 
promise it is worth the drive! 

 

Our Retail location located at: 

Garland Nursery 
HWY 20 half way between Albany and Corvallis 

 

Hours: M-F 9-6, Sat 9-5, Sun 10-5 
541 753 6601 

 
 

Please call Diane with any 
questions at 800 638 1098 



 

The Bonsai Society of Portland meets on the fourth Tuesday of each 
month except in summer, when other group outings are arranged.   
 

St. Phillip Neri Parish 
2408 SE 16th Avenue, Portland OR 

Northeast corner of SE Division and 16th Avenue 

Visitors are always welcome! 
 

Board of Directors 
President:  Don Howse 503 668-5834 don@porterhowse.com 
VP-Programs:  Rory Zabel 503 690-4332 rzabel@standard.com 
VP-Membership: Margie Kinoshita 503 652-1959  

youngkinoshita@msn.com 
Treasurer:  Brian Daniels 503 582-1782  
Secretary:  Patricia Daniels 503 582-1782 

Patricia_Anne_Daniels@yahoo.com 
 

Committee Heads 
Librarian: Barbara Devitt 503 764-8242 bbd.jcgroup@yahoo.com  
Mentorship: Scott Tice 503 781-0310  scottice@teleport.com 
Shohin Kai: Arlene Sigourney 503 667-0148  asigourney@aol.com 
Newsletter: Peter Pelofske 503 704-3891  pelofskepj@juno.com 
Webmaster: Craig Frank 503 598-8692  cfrank31@comcast.net 
Club Email: Craig Frank 503 598-8692  cfrank31@comcast.net 
 


