
February 2010 

February 23 - 7 to 9 pm Monthly BSOP Meeting 

St. Philip Neri, 2408 SE 16th Ave, Portland  
 
March 1 - 6:30 pm BSOP Board Meeting 
Don Howse condo - 503 668 5834 
 
March 6 - 10 am to 2 pm OSK Meeting 

J.C. Kitchen Cabinets, Wilsonville  
 
March 20  - 2 to 5 pm Mentorship Program 

 

March  23 - 7 to 9 pm Monthly BSOP Meeting 

St. Philip Neri, 2408 SE 16th Ave, Portland  
 
April 3 - 10 am to 2 pm OSK Meeting 

J.C. Kitchen Cabinets, Wilsonville  
 
April 5 - 6:30 pm BSOP Board Meeting 
Don Howse condo - 503 668 5834 
 
April 17  - 2 to 5 pm Mentorship Program 

 

April 24 - Early am Pacific Rim Bonsai Collection 
Spring Work Party, Elmers at Portland Meadows  
 

April 27 - 7 to 9 pm Monthly BSOP Meeting 

St. Philip Neri, 2408 SE 16th Ave, Portland  
 
May 8 and 9 - BSOP Spring Show & Marketplace 

Portland Japanese Garden, see p. 2 

Schedule of Upcoming Events BSOP Mentorship Program  

When: Saturday, February 20th - 2-5pm 

Where: Wilcox Residence, 2860 SW 175th. 

Ave., Aloha, OR 97006  

This month we'll have our Annual Soil Mixer. We'll 
start with a quick talk about the soil mix we will make 
and why we use it.  Bring buckets, soil scoops and 
sieves... and some money!  APEX will have Akadama, 
Pumice and Red & BLACK cinder available for you or 
bring your own.   

$5.50/gal or $25/5 gal (slightly more for 
BLACK cinder)  

For more directions call Steve's cell number 

at (503) 720-9028.  

Please RSVP to Scott Tice via email 

at: scottice@teleport.com  

This is an excellent time to get a jump start 

on your spring repotting duties.   

February Monthly Meeting 
Before it is too late I’d like to have the member-

ship bring in trees that really show well in the win-
ter. In the back of the room for this meeting there 
will be several tables set up to showcase trees with 
amazing winter silhouettes.  

Please bring in one or several of your favorite win-
ter silhouette trees to showcase. They might be beech, 
apple, apricot, maple, hornbeams……could be larch or 
bald cypress…..perhaps quince although mine are get-
ting ready to flower! 

Also at this month’s meeting, based on repotting 
season moving upon us, we will be discussing, at a 
high level soils and repotting. This will be a panel dis-
cussion with some differing schools of thought on the 
topic and some do’s and don’ts that are widely ac-
cepted. After the panel discussion there will be tables 
set up for repotting and several floating repotting 
coaches to discuss specifics with, if you would like 
assistance. Bring your own soil mix and pot or there 
will be pots and soil available for purchase. Bring a 
tree that is ready to repot and bring your tools and 
wire. 

Rory 



Shohin Bonsai Stands 
Thanks to Pat Frey for her donation of  a box 

of wooden bonsai Shohin stands.   

Japanese Garden Spring Show  

The weather is getting warmer and the days 
longer, which means that the time for our an-
nual Spring Show at the Japanese Gardens is 
just around the corner. The show will again 
take place on Mother’s Day weekend, May 8th 
and 9th. The hours will be expanded this year, 
running from 10 am – 7 pm, the Garden policy. 
Please make a note of this if you will be dis-
playing trees as you will not be able to pick 
them up until after 7:00 on Sunday.  

Our shows have steadily increased in qual-
ity every year, with a wider participation by all 
club members. Not only do folks contribute, 
trees, stands, and accent plants, but we also 
have all the wonderful volunteers that help 
make the show such a success. Look for infor-
mation in upcoming newsletters and club meet-
ings for volunteering and more show details.  

We have been talking quite a bit over the 
last year about prepping and displaying trees, 
so if you would like to participate, please give 
Scott Elser a call at 503-803-5343 
(selser@columbia.com). All trees need to be 
clean, well groomed, in ceramic containers, 
and free of pests and diseases.   

After a one year hiatus, will also resume 
the Marketplace near the garden entrance. 
Canopies and some tables will be provided.  
BSOP will be making a $150 donation to the 
Garden, to be covered by the vendors on a lin-
ear foot basis depending upon how many ta-
bles are being used. If, for instance, there are 
six tables eight feet long, the cost will be about 
$25 per table. The more tables, the less cost 
per table.  

We also hope to have the VISA machine 
available for vendors to use. The charge will 
be 3% of sales processed on the machine to 
cover costs. The only restriction is to certain 
tools carried by the JG gift shop.  

Anyone wanting to participate in the mar-
ketplace, either with a table or a few trees, 
should contact Steve Wilcox at slwil-
cox1@verizon.net or 503-848-2638. 

Scott Elser 

Redwood 

Cotoneaster 



Out On A Limb  
As I look out the window today it appears that 

Spring has arrived. The Snow Drops are blooming in 
the garden, and the first Crocus, Reticulated Iris, and 
even the Hellebores are in bloom. Among the woody 
shrubs the weeping Pussy Willow down the street is 
full of white catkins, and the yellow Witch Hazel 
along the drive is in full bloom. A pink Viburnum 
‘Dawn’, with fragrant pink flowers grows nearby. 
We enjoy the warm and sunny days that occur in the 
late winter. Warm sunshine is such a blessing these 
days. Keep that thought for July and August. 

The Board of Directors has been pondering how 
to make the best use of our club funds, have interest-
ing programs, and also a social agenda that we can 
all afford. This past month as we reviewed the club 
finances, it became apparent that our annual dues 
that we pay do not cover all our costs. So, over the 
years we have periodically sponsored a convention 
here in the Portland area, and the funds received 
have boosted our club treasury for a few years to 
follow. In the ensuing years we then draw against 
that reserve, operating in a deficit manner. Our next 
convention is scheduled for Fall of 2012. 

Probably our biggest expense is to bring in out-
side presenters for programs. If we at the same time 
can offer a workshop, then hopefully the workshop 
will generate enough paying participants to offset 
the cost of hosting the guest speaker. Otherwise the 
cost of the speaker fees, and travel costs can be very 
high and draw our finances down further. 

Some folks have felt that we have not been dili-
gent with the club’s treasury, when we have subsi-
dized the Holiday Party, so all members can afford 
to attend. The $15 cost of the party is only about half 
the actual cost per member attending. Would you 
come to the Holiday Party and Auction if the dinner 
cost was not subsidized, but perhaps twice the 
amount.? Would you rather have us take that same 
money and spend it on programs during the year?  

We try to be sensitive to the membership’s 
wishes. If you have an opinion on how we can better 
manage the club’s resources, we need to hear from 
you. Please voice your concerns to the Board Mem-
bers, specifically Rory (1st. VP) and myself (Pres.). 
Talk with the other members but let us hear your 
opinions. Better yet, offer your talents to serve on 
the next Board, beginning in Jan. 2011.  

Oregon Shohin Kai  
This month we had a large group learn a new tech-

nique for Saikei group planting. New faces were at the 
tables to learn the making of a Saikei Group/Forest.  

Anne brought two trays of seedlings from Wee 
Tree Nursery for us to select trees for our plantings. 
One was flowering apricot (Prunus mume) and the 
other was smooth bark Chinese elm.  When using 9 to 
11 trees per planting, the trees disappeared from the 
trays quickly.   Most of the trees used were flowering 
apricots. All trees had a good root system. 

Anne began the day demonstrating how to plant 
seedling groups using screen and wire and provided 
handouts for reference.  We all started tying wire and 
planting immediately after the demonstration and were 
going strong through lunch time. We did take a 
breather for lunch and all took home an attractive 
planting. 

Thanks to Anne for bringing the seedlings and for 
helping to plant and tie down the trees in the pots and 
thanks to Barbara for a venue able to accommodate 
our sizeable group.  

Next month the OSK meeting will be a repotting 
session.  Please bring potting mix, tools and trees to 
repot. This will be a good time to start repotting for 
this year if you have not already begun.   

Norm 

As Spring approaches, enjoy the sunshine and 
flowers that come with it. Remember the people serv-
ing on the Board and the committee chairs are volun-
teers.  They need your assistance and value your opin-
ions too.  

Don 

Anne Spencer teaches Saikei grove planting to OSK 



PETER ADAMS DESIGN PROGRAM 

Internationally acclaimed Bonsai artist Peter 
Adams will be returning to Portland for 2010, and 
will again be presenting his design program for 
interested individuals. Peter’s classes are designed 
to assist students who are new to bonsai or ad-
vanced students who would like to advance their 
trees to the next level.  

The dates for classes and instruction with Peter 
are February 20th and 21st; June 5th and 6th and 
August 7th and 8th. 

The February 20th, June 5th and August 7th 
classes will be offered at Wee Tee Farms, in Philo-
math, Oregon, and will be hosted by Diane Lund.  

The February 21st, June 6th and August 8th 
classes will be at the home of BSOP member 
Keith Wingfield in Newberg, Oregon. Each ses-
sion runs from 10:00 a.m. until 4:30 p.m.  

Student’s trees will be addressed in open ses-
sion, a work plan for the future development of the 
tree will be established, and a black and white 
working sketch will be provided for the future de-
sign of the tree. Peter will discuss the horticultural 
needs of the tree and recommend care and devel-
opment instructions for the student to follow.  

At future meetings, the progress of tree will be 
discusses and design aspects will continue to de-
velop within the comfortable framework for the 
tree. Also at future meetings, students are welcome 
to bring additional trees for work or for another 
design program. 

The cost for the program is $95.00 per day. 

The number of participants has already in-
creased over previous years and Peter has extended 
his visit to accommodate additional participants. 
Space is still available for all sessions but is filling 
quickly. The classes are limited to 7 students per 
session. 

Interested individuals may contact Keith at 503
-538-6118 or at keithwingfield@aol.com or they 
may Diane Lund at 1-800-638-1098 or at 
diane@weetree.com or contact Peter Adams at 
Akadams2740@aol.com . 

This cascading juniper was styled Michael Hage-
dorn for Bonsai Focus at the studio of Boon Ma-
nakitivipart.  Read the full story in the January 2010 
issue of Bonsai Focus magazine.   

Pacific Rim Bonsai Collection 
Spring Work Party April 24, 2010  

 

We just heard that the Pacific Rim Bonsai Collec-
tion will be open to the public on Mother's Day Week-
end, May 8 and 9, 2010, as part of the City of Federal 
Way's “Buds & Blooms” Spring Festival.   

We're putting together a Work Party to help clean 
up the grounds before their opening.  The date of the 
Work Party will be Saturday, April 24, 2010.  We'll car 
pool from Elmer's up by Portland Meadows, aiming 
to get to the Collection by 10:00.   

Expect to work about 3-4 hours.  Bring your favor-
ite gardening tools - loppers, pruning shears, knee 
pads, buckets, gloves, rain gear, and a lunch.  We 
can only take about ten people, so watch for a sign-up 
sheet at the next meeting.   

Jan 



 

daybreak 
gardens  

 

    
  

 Since 1978 
 

ALL YOU NEED FOR BONSAI 
 

Plants - supplies - classes 
Plus  

Natural Fertilizers for Lawn & Garden 
Sky Bright® Fiberglass Greenhouses 

Leaky Pipe® Micro-Watering Supplies 
 

Dave & Donna Burnett 
Battle Ground, WA 98604 

360 687- 5641 
 

If you need bonsai supplies, please call 

ahead for delivery at a BSOP meeting 

 

Home of El Dorado Bonsai NW 
 

Dedicated to growing trees specifically for 
bonsai, combining the best of  traditional Japa-
nese techniques with the proven technology of 

the Oregon nursery industry. 
 

Over 50 of the most popular species 

plus some unique and rare offerings. 
 

Black pine, white pine, mugo, Scots 

pine & Japanese larch 
 

Maples, elms, crabapples, quince & 

hornbeam 
 

Satsuki Azalea 
Through our partnership with El Dorado Bonsai we 
are able to offer one of the finest selection of satsuki 

azalea whips and specimens in the USA. 
 

Soils 
Master Nakayama’s personal brand of Kanuma and 

Akadama $24.00 for the 12 quart bag. 
 

Wire 
Aluminum wire $25 per kilo. 

Ask about copper wire. 
 

Pots 
Full line of mica pots 

Low priced pots from Korean kilns 
Hand made pots from American potters 

 

Tools 
Yoshiaki, Nakayama, Masakuni 

 

and 
Hard to find items such as camellia oil, HB 101 

 

Ask about bonsai society member discounts. 
 

To contact us, please call or email 
Chris & Lisa Kirk  503 859 3697 

tfarms@wvi.com 

Bonsai Supplies from 

Wee Tree Farm 
 

Not only do we have a large selection of pottery, 
trees, tools, etc., but Garland Nursery has 5 acres 

of plants to browse through.  Please come see us, I 
promise it is worth the drive! 

 

Our Retail location located at: 

Garland Nursery 
HWY 20 half way between Albany and Corvallis 

 

Hours: M-F 9-6, Sat 9-5, Sun 10-5 
541 753 6601 

 
 

Please call Diane with any 
questions at 800 638 1098 



 

The Bonsai Society of Portland meets on the fourth Tuesday of each 
month except in summer, when other group outings are arranged.   
 

St. Phillip Neri Parish 
2408 SE 16th Avenue, Portland OR 

Northeast corner of SE Division and 16th Avenue 

Visitors are always welcome! 
 

Board of Directors 
President:  Don Howse 503 668-5834 don@porterhowse.com 
President emeritus:  Jan Hettick  503 452-1129 janhettick@comcast.net 
VP-Programs:  Rory Zabel 503 690-4332 rzabel@standard.com 
VP-Membership: Margie Kinoshita 503 652-1959  

youngkinoshita@msn.com 
Treasurer:  Brian Daniels 503 582-1782  
Secretary:  Patricia Daniels 503 582-1782 

Patricia_Anne_Daniels@yahoo.com 

Committee Heads 
Librarian: Barbara Devitt 503 764-8242 bbd.jcgroup@yahoo.com  
Mentorship: Scott Tice 503 781-0310  scottice@teleport.com 
Shohin Kai: Arlene Sigourney 503 667-0148  asigourney@aol.com 
Newsletter: Peter Pelofske 503 704-3891  pelofskepj@juno.com 
 Submissions to BSOP newsletter due on 10th of the month 
Webmaster: Craig Frank 503 598-8692  cfrank31@comcast.net 
Club Email: Arlene Sigourney 503 667-0148  asigourney@aol.com 
 


