
Santiam Fir by Lee Cheatle 

Late summer 2008, my son Perry, Steve and Deb Wilcox and myself, made a day trip up near Santiam Pass. The 
sky was a deep ocean blue and not a wisp of a cloud could be seen; the type of weather we Oregonians long for and 
so deserve. When we pulled up to the lava flow the entire hillside was black with lava and dappled with splotches of 
green in a myriad of shades and shapes, truly a haven of bonsai. Everywhere there were dwarfed trees that revealed 
themselves as beautiful examples of what we bonsai enthusiasts long for. The trunks were knurled and showed off 
their shari. Branches were twisted by the harsh elements but had thick pads of foliage and were interspersed with jin. 
Truly a bonsai collection ready for potting except for one thing, although dwarfed, they were all about five times 
bigger than what could be used as bonsai. If the Green Giant were a bonsai guy, he would have reached nirvana.   

Steve being the Daniel Boone type immediately started up the steep inclines of lava. His aim was to make it to 
the top of the ridge. Meanwhile we lesser folk began scouring the flow for lava treasure. Yours truly, was achingly 
trying to be a facsimile of Randy Knight (Randy being made of spun steel) lugging around 60lb slabs of lava on my 
trusty 40 year old Kelty back pack. Perry had his own Kelty loaded up and was stalking down the hill behind me and 
as I passed Deb with my own load, he, bless his heart, stopped and loaded up some of Deb’s vast collection of stone 
while I blundered on down. “Thanks for making me look so bad Son.” 

Steve eventually hobbled back, did I say hobble, “Deb, where’s my knee brace.” “Deb, did you bring the ibupro-
fen, where is it?” “Deb………..” 

Steve being gone so long of course had had time to spin some tales and began letting us know about the ones 
that got away. You know the tree at the crest of the hill that is 2 feet tall with a perfect 10” twisted trunk, beautiful 
taper and perfectly placed branches. I wasn’t buying it; he wasn’t going to get me to lug my already tired tail up 
there with his fairy bonsai tale. 

We broke for lunch and afterward Perry and I went exploring while Steve lured Deb to the crest with fairy tale 
bonsais dancing in her head. She too returned with sugar plum giddiness and sore everything to boot. 

The photos are a tribute to the massive girth and dwarfed size of the trees. This one is a Douglas Fir.  continued 
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February 21 - 1 to 4 pm  Mentorship Meeting  

Wilcox Residence, 2860 SW 175th. Ave., Aloha, OR  
 
February 24 - 7 to 9 pm  BSOP Monthly Meeting  

St. Phillip Neri Parrish, 2408 SE 16th Ave. Portland OR   
 
March 2 - 6:30 pm  BSOP Board Meeting 
Don Howse’s Condo (503) 668-5834   
 
March 7 - 10 to 2 pm  OSK Meeting Barb Devitt’s in 
Wilsonville 
 
March 21 - 1 to 4 pm  Mentorship Meeting  

St. Phillip Neri Parrish, 2408 SE 16th Ave. Portland OR  
  
March 24 - 7 to 9 pm  BSOP Monthly Meeting  

St. Phillip Neri Parrish, 2408 SE 16th Ave. Portland OR   
 
April 4 -10 to 2 pm  OSK Meeting Info to follow 
 
April 6 - 6:30 pm  BSOP Board Meeting 

Don Howse’s Condo (503) 668-5834 
 
April 21 - 1 to 4 pm  Mentorship Meeting  

St. Phillip Neri Parrish, 2408 SE 16th Ave. Portland OR  
  
April 21 - 7 to 9 pm THIRD Tuesday this month  
BSOP Monthly Meeting  

St. Phillip Neri Parrish, 2408 SE 16th Ave. Portland OR 
 

Special Dates 
May 9-10 Mother’s Day Show 
 
June 21 - 10 am Weyerhaeuser Work Party 
 Federal Way, WA 
 
October  1-3, 2009  Victoria, B.C. 
20th ANNUAL PNB CONVENTION 
 
JUNE 12-13, 2010   Rochester, NY 
2nd US NATIONAL  BONSAI EXHIBITION  

Schedule of Upcoming Events 

Oregon Shohin Kai 

We had a good time at Telperion in Febru-
ary.  Thank you Lisa and Chris Kirk for your hos-
pitality.  

 Our next meeting will be March 7th, at the JC 
Kitchen Cabinets workshop.  The workshop is lo-
cated on the east side of the Commerce Center 
South industrial complex at the intersection of SW 
Boones Ferry Road, SW 95th Avenue and SW El-
ligsen Road.  This is in the northwest quadrant of 
the North-Wilsonville interchange on I-5.  You can 
see the workshop from the freeway; go west from I
-5, take the first right into the complex, follow the 
parking lot around to the south and look for OSK 
signs.  If you get lost, call Jan at 503-504-7760. 

 The first half hour or so we will be talking 
about our first shohin exhibit, which will be held at 
the BSOP general meeting on March 24th.  Please 
bring your shohin, stands, etc. for a practice ex-
hibit.  There will be three categories:  shohin bon-
sai, shohin in training, and potential sho-
hin.  Something for everyone!  

 The best part of the meeting will be a program 
on Princess Persimmons.  Dennis Vojtilla, an ex-
pert in the subject, has volunteered to teach us all 
about these beautiful fruiting plants.  Be sure to 
bring your persimmons for Dennis’ evaluation.  If 
you don’t yet have a persimmon, Dennis expects 
to bring some along for sale.  If you have a special 
size or type in mind, give him a call before the 
meeting. 

 As always, bring any 
trees you would like to 
work on.  We often work 
while we talk.  And don’t 
forget to bring lunch.  If 
you’d like more informa-
tion, or would like to get an 
email reminder with complete directions and up-
dates, you need to get on the list by calling Arlene 
Sigourney at 503-667-0148.  

So if you are perhaps Hagrid from the Harry 
Potter books, the Green Giant or perhaps Randy 
Knight or Scott Elser, you might want to head up 
Santiam way and pluck it from its berth. If you do, 
don’t forget your backhoe. 



Apex Bonsai Supply 
Custom Soils Akadama 

Japanese, Korean & Chinese Pots 
Tools  Copper and Aluminum Wire 

Lessons available 
Family Run, Locally Owned 

apexbonsaisupply@verizon.net     

 

Steve & Deb  
Wilcox 

 

 503 848 2638 
 503 720 9028 cell 

Wired for Success - Vice-Presidents Report 

"You're going to be mad at me once you find 
out how much work it is........"  This is my favorite 
Steve Wilcox quote, said over the loud speaker 
shortly after I took the Program role for the club. 
He never mentioned this while he proposed that I 
take the role, very strange.......I'm sure it was just 
an oversight.   

Brings to mind the army commercials that say 
the army is the toughest job you will ever love. So 
far meeting so many people, passionate about one 
thing, all energized through a shared love of Bon-
sai, has been an amazing experience. Then I hear 
the Lee Cheatle quote in the back of my head, "it's 
the toughest job in the club". I have to honestly tell 
you all that either I am just not that smart or I 
should be very afraid at this point! Currently it is 
neither...I see a light...... 

It is the many outstretched hands and offers of 
help I have received as I start to figure this all out, 
mostly unsolicited, all of them genuine.  So let me 
share my approach and ask for your feedback and 
input and with a little luck we'll frame out a sched-
ule of events that adds value to the BSOP, supports 
and enriches our members and engages you all to 
pursue your greatest bonsai dreams! I know I have 
some!   

I'd like to pull together a small group of inter-
ested members, some past program leaders and 
anyone with a vested interest in the club to brain-
storm and plan for the rest of this year. I won't pull 
a Wilcox on you, so know up front that there may 
be some participation or help that I will need from 
you after this meeting.  

Based on the outcome of this meeting I will 
share a recommendation and then, if there is no 
additional feedback, I will quickly move to exe-
cute to the schedule. I think this will do a number 
of things for us. First, it avoids the BSOP working 
to fulfill only my bonsai dreams by providing a 
sounding board for great ideas from seasoned or-
ganization members and aspiring Bonsai geniuses.  

  Secondly, it provides an avenue for BSOP 
response to the plan and a feedback mechanism to 
ensure our thinking was robust and meets the soci-
ety's needs. Lastly we can use any additional feed-
back to design and plan future programs as needed 
to close any gaps. Let me know if you have inter-
est in participating in the planning.  

My email address is rzabel@standard.com  and 
I can be reached by phone at 503-757-8639. I'll 
share more information about when, where and 
how this will occur shortly by email and in the 
meeting. 

Please feel free to contact me anytime with 
thoughts or feedback that you feel will enrich the 
programs for the upcoming year. 

Thanks, 

Rory 



Oregon Shohin Kai enjoys a Winter day at Telperion Farms 
Long long ago._  

In 1827 a gentleman called James 

Main was sent to China to collect dou-

ble camellias. During his travels he 

kept a journal. Commenting upon the 

variety of Chinese gardens he had 

viewed he recorded these opinions of 

bonsai. 

"There is one curiosity in Chinese 

gardening which rarely escapes the no-

tice of Europeans, viz. their speci-

mens of dwarfed forest trees. To train 

such they plant a young tree in a 

small porcelain pot, either rotund or 

square or most commonly an elongated 

square, twelve or fourteen inches 

long, eight inches wide, and about 

five in depth. Along with the trees 

they place pieces of rugged stone to 

represent rocks, among which moss and 

lichens are introduced. The tree thus 

planted is not allowed to rise higher 

than a foot or fifteen inches. No 

greater supply of water is given than 

is just sufficient to keep it alive, 

and as the pot soon acts as a prison, 

its growth is necessarily impeded; at 

the same time every means is used to 

check its enlargement. The points of 

the shoots, and the half of every new 

leaf, are constantly and carefully cut 

off; the stem and branches, which are 

allowed to extend only a certain 

length, are bound, and fantastically 

distorted by means of wire; the bark 

is lacerated to produce protuberances, 

asperities, and cracks. One branch is 

partly broken through and allowed to 

hang down, as if by accident; another 

is mutilated, to represent a dead 

stump: in short, every exertion of the 

plant is checked by some studied vio-

lence or other. This treatment pro-

duces in the course of time, a forest 

tree in perfect miniature! Stunted and 

deformed by the above means, it cer-

tainly becomes a curious object, bear-

ing all the marks of extreme old age. 

Its writhed and knotty stem, weather-

stained and scabrous bark, its dis-

torted and partly-dead branches, its 

diminutive shoots and leaves, all give 

it the aspect of an antique vegetable 

dwarf! Various kinds of trees are cho-

sen for this purpose: but two of the 

most commonly met are the Ulmus Parvi-

folia Sinensis, and a species of Fi-

cus, very much like the Indica."   

 Anonymous  contributor 
 



Presidents Report   

Out on a Limb 
 

The “Old” regime is out, and the “New” is in. That phrase 
does sound familiar, with the recent transition of power at 
our national level. Yes, “Change” does occur, even in or-
ganizations like ours. However, it is the goal of the new 
board to have continuity, and to continue the policies of 
the previous board, which has brought about a healthy or-
ganization. 

The new officers are ready to take on their respective 
tasks, which have been established and handed over by a 
very competent “Old” board. We offer our thanks to each 
of the officers of the previous Board. They are to be com-
plimented and thanked for managing the Club’s affairs so 
well during the past two years. 

It is the job of the officers of the board to manage the 
club’s assets, keep a healthy open line to the membership, 
develop the programs for the future, and follow the direc-
tions set by you the membership. We may do some of the 
work, as outlined by our job descriptions, but it is the 
members that make the club the successful entity that it is. 
Most of the work is accomplished by volunteer members. 
With each activity there is ample opportunity for volunteer 
members to be involved. Most organizations report that a 
small percentage of the members does most all of the 
work. We are fortunate that BSOP is the exception to the 
rule, and a larger percentage participates. I offer a big 
“Thank You” to all of you who have worked so hard to 
make the club the success that it is. 

We come to this club with different skills and talents. 
Some of us make good board members and can fulfill 
those tasks. Others have many other skills relevant to the 
needs of the club. Take an inventory of what skills you 
have to offer, and step forward. Your efforts will be fully 
appreciated, and hopefully recognized. 

On occasion we will put out a call for help with special 
projects like the annual shows, or an educational demon-
stration. We also have on-going committees that need your 
assistance. 

Our committees and the respective chairpersons are: 

Library - Barbara Devitt 

Mentorship - Scott Tice 

Newsletter - Peter Pelofske 

Website - Craig Frank 

Future Shows - Scott Elser 

Bonsai Elder Care - Bob Laws (a new committee that 
needs participants) 

Financial - Brian Daniels (Treasurer) 

Education - (Volunteer Coordinator needed) 

Hospitality - (Volunteer Coordinator needed) 

Surely you have skills that can be used within the parame-
ters of these committees. Speak to the chairpersons, or 
board members, and offer your assistance. In the case of 
two of the committees we need the chairperson to step 
forward and take on that role. For the club to flourish and 
these committees to meet their challenges we need your 
assistance and your skills. 

This is a new beginning with a strong foundation. 

 Best regards, 

Don 

BSOP Mentorship Program  

 February 2009 - Pots & Soil  

When: Saturday, February 21st - 1-4pm  
Where: Wilcox Residence, 2860 SW 175th. Ave., 

Aloha, OR 97006 
We will have a short discussion about pots, pot 

selection and soil then move on to the fun.... making 
our own soil mix based on the recipe of Boon Ma-
nakitivipart (www.bonsaiboon.com).  

Please bring gloves, buckets, scoops, sifts and your 
own ingredients (red and/or black lava, pumice and 
Akadama).  

Steve Wilcox will have supplies available for pur-
chase, including Akadama, Kanuma and Pumice, if 
you do not have your own. He will sell any "Boon" 
soil made that day by BSOP members at the following 
prices (bring your own buckets):  
Soft Akadama: $5/gallon - $20/5 gallons  
Hard Akadama: $6/gallon - $25/5 gallons  
This is $5 off Steve's regular 5 gallon price and $1 off 
gallon prices.  

For more information or directions Steve's cell 
number is (503) 720-9028.  

Please RSVP to Scott Tice via email at: scot-
tice@teleport.com 

Don't miss this meeting... help us start the Mentor-
ship Program off again with a bang! This is an excel-
lent time to get a jump start on your spring repotting 
duties.   

Hope to see you there!  

Next meeting: March 21 - Repotting by Scott Elser - 
St. Philip Neri - 2408 SE 16th Ave. - Portland, OR  

Scott 

 
 



 

daybreak 
gardens  

 

    
  

 Since 1978 
 

ALL YOU NEED FOR BONSAI 
 

Plants - supplies - classes 
Plus  

Natural Fertilizers for Lawn & Garden 
Sky Bright® Fiberglass Greenhouses 

Leaky Pipe® Micro-Watering Supplies 
 

Dave & Donna Burnett 
Battle Ground, WA 98604 

360 687- 5641 
 

If you need bonsai supplies, please call 

ahead for delivery at a BSOP meeting 

 

Home of El Dorado Bonsai NW 
 

Dedicated to growing trees specifically for 
bonsai, combining the best of  traditional Japa-
nese techniques with the proven technology of 

the Oregon nursery industry. 
 

Over 50 of the most popular species 

plus some unique and rare offerings. 
 

Black pine, white pine, mugo, Scots 

pine & Japanese larch 
 

Maples, elms, crabapples, quince & 

hornbeam 
 

Satsuki Azalea 
Through our partnership with El Dorado Bonsai we 
are able to offer one of the finest selection of satsuki 

azalea whips and specimens in the USA. 
 

Soils 
Master Nakayama’s personal brand of Kanuma and 

Akadama $24.00 for the 12 quart bag. 
 

Wire 
Aluminum wire $25 per kilo. 

Ask about copper wire. 
 

Pots 
Full line of mica pots 

Low priced pots from Korean kilns 
Hand made pots from American potters 

 

Tools 
Yoshiaki, Nakayama, Masakuni 

 

and 
Hard to find items such as camellia oil, HB 101 

 

Ask about bonsai society member discounts. 
 

To contact us, please call or email 
Chris & Lisa Kirk  503 859 3697 

tfarms@wvi.com 

Bonsai Supplies from 

Wee Tree Farm 
 

Not only do we have a large selection of pottery, 
trees, tools, etc., but Garland Nursery has 5 acres 

of plants to browse through.  Please come see us, I 
promise it is worth the drive! 

 

Our Retail location located at: 

Garland Nursery 
HWY 20 half way between Albany and Corvallis 

 

Hours: M-F 9-6, Sat 9-5, Sun 10-5 
541 753 6601 

 
 

Please call Diane with any 
questions at 800 638 1098 



 

The Bonsai Society of Portland meets on the fourth Tuesday of each 
month except in summer, when other group outings are arranged.   
 

St. Phillip Neri Parish 
2408 SE 16th Avenue, Portland OR 

Northeast corner of SE Division and 16th Avenue 

Visitors are always welcome! 
 

Board of Directors 
President:  Don Howse 503 668-5834 don@porterhowse.com 
VP-Programs:  Rory Zabel 503 690-4332 rzabel@standard.com 
VP-Membership: Margie Kinoshita 503 652-1959  

youngkinoshita@msn.com 
Treasurer:  Brian Daniels 503 582-1782  
Secretary:  Patricia Daniels 503 582-1782 

Patricia_Anne_Daniels@yahoo.com 
 

Committee Heads 
Librarian: Barbara Devitt 503 764-8242 bbd.jcgroup@yahoo.com  
Education: Anne Spencer 503 644-3066 aspencer3@verizon.net 
Mentorship: Scott Tice 503 781-0310  scottice@teleport.com 
Shohin Kai: Arlene Sigourney 503 667-0148  asigourney@aol.com 
Newsletter: Peter Pelofske 503 704-3891  pelofskepj@juno.com 
Webmaster: Craig Frank 503 598-8692  cfrank31@comcast.net 
Club Email: Craig Frank 503 598-8692  cfrank31@comcast.net 
 


