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BONSAI SOCIETY OF PORTLAND 

BOARD MEETING MINUTES 

August 6, 2019 

 
Present were Board Members: 

President    Joe Johanesen 

Vice-President Programs  Reid Parham 

Vice-President Membership  Jan Hettick 

Treasurer    Patty Myrick 

 

Secretary Laura Hudson was absent. 

 

Minutes - the minutes for the June 11, 2019 Board Meeting were approved. 

 

BOARD REPORTS 

 

Treasurer 

 

Treasurer Patty Myrick presented an Income Statement showing year-to-date net loss of 

$1,402.41.  

 

Programs 

 

Reid reported a Whack ’N Chat is scheduled for the September 2019 meeting. Dennis Vojtilla 

and Andrew Robson will present in November. 

 

Membership 

 

Jan reported current membership of 375. The 12-month average renewal rate is 74%. 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 

Ambassador - Keith Wingfield - Reid will check with Keith for feedback on the Portland 

Nursery event. 

 

Auction - Toni Martin - Discussion is ongoing regarding handling of database input for the 

auction. Jan will forward the database files to Reid as he has knowledge of Access and data entry 

skills. Next meeting Patty and Reid will work together to handle the data entry during the 

meeting and see how it works out. We will still try to find another volunteer to help with data 

entry. 

  

Audio/Visual - Lime Allen - Reid and Lime are continuing to work on the possibility of 

recording our meetings.  
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Events - Jan suggested taking the date off the agenda when an event is over and adding the date 

when planning for the next one should begin. She also reminded us that we should add “2021-22 

Board Nominations Committee” to the Agenda with planning to begin in May 2020. 

 

 Summer Picnic - August 10th, Joe has things organized. 

 

 Bonsai Jamboree - Workshop sales are slow, Jan will send an email and be prepared to 

take sign-ups at the picnic. Volunteers are needed for the event, Jan will ask Patrice to bring a 

sign-up sheet to the picnic. Jan will follow-up with the Milwaukie  Center on the schedule for 

table delivery and pick-up. Patty will contact the Turning Point Church to get permission to hang 

the banners on their property. 

 

Mentorship - Joe and Jan both talked with Joann about taking over as lead for Mentorship 101, 

she is not willing to do it unless we can find more support people who will dedicate themselves 

to helping her. She would like to have two people helping at each meeting. Lee says he will 

reach out to find helpers. There was some discussion about how much should be charged for 

Mentorship 101 classes. It was agreed that a $20 charge would be appropriate to help cover the 

costs of pots, soil, wire, tools and other supplies provided by the club.  If we need to purchase 

trees at an increased price then the cost to the participant will have to increase. 

 

Newsletter - Jan will check with Peter to see if we can get the September newsletter published 

by Sept 6th to enable us to get Jamboree information out once more before the event. We’ll shoot 

for an article deadline of August 29th. 

 

Super Raffle - September/October Super Raffle tree will be the Engelmann Spruce purchased 

from Greg Brenden. Joe will talk with Ryan Neil about the club purchasing a Mirai Live 

subscription for the next prize, how would we be able to gift a subscription to a member. 

 

Social Media - Reid reported we have 2,677 followers on Instagram!  

 

Webmaster - Karl had submitted an analysis of options for posting videos made of club 

meetings. Reid stated he supports the You Tube option. It was generally agreed that You Tube 

would be the best choice. Reid will coordinate this with Karl within his management of the 

Video project. 

 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

 

Vetting of Documents on the Website - Jan suggested we remove all the documents, the 

following discussion agreed. Reid will cover this with Karl. 

 

Storage cabinets clean-up update - Tabled, remove from agenda. May be revisited later as the 

Audio/Video project progresses and we know how much room is needed. 
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NEW BUSINESS 
 

Member Survey Review - Reid reported some specific results from the survey. He reported a 

12.5% response rate, which is quite good. Demographics of responses skewed heavily to 60-80 

year olds. The survey is still active so can receive more responses. 

 

Milwaukie Center Contract - We should begin talking with the Milwaukie Center about a new 

rental agreement. The old one was for 2018-19. Jan will look for her spreadsheet of event dates 

and create a new one for 2020 so we can begin negotiating with the MC in September. 

 

Next meeting scheduled for September 3rd, 2019 

 

Meeting adjourned at 8:55 PM. 

 

Respectfully submitted on 8-10-2019, 

 

Patty Myrick 

 

 
  


