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BONSAI SOCIETY OF PORTLAND 
BOARD MEETING MINUTES 

November 6, 2018 
 

The meeting was called to order at 6:30 PM at Patty Myrick’s house.  
 
Present were board members: 

President Lee Cheatle 
Vice-President Membership Jan Hettick 
Vice President nominee Programs Reid Parham 
Treasurer Patty Myrick 
Secretary 
President-nominee 

Laura Hudson 
Joe Johanesen 

  
  

Vice- President Programs (Lime Allen) was absent. 
 
Minutes: The minutes of the September 4, 2018 meeting were approved. (Patty, Reid) 
 
Appointments: Reid Parham was appointed assistant to the vice president of programs 
for the remainder of the year so that he could vote on issues at the Board. 
 
BOARD REPORTS 
 
Treasurer’s Report 
 
There were two months of reports since the October meeting was cancelled. BSOP is still 
netting about $200/month after expenses. The Board discussed the amount shown in the 
Library Fund – it looked higher than expected.  Patty said the discrepancy was likely due to not 
charging the computer bought for managing the library to that fund. The board agreed to use 
the audited amount that Robert Wofford provided.  
 
There was a discussion of investing some of BSOP’s funds in a CD.  Patty looked into it and 
found no one willing to do that for non-profits and very low interest rates for those available. 
The Board agreed to abandon the idea. 
 
The Board discussed the budget for programs in 2019 and agreed to budget $500/month for 
the 9 months of programs for a total of $4500. 
 
Membership 
 
As of November 1, BSOP had 378 members.  This number will change if people do not renew at 
the end of the grace period. 
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Programs 
 
Although Lime was not present, Reid reported that the program for November is not finalized. 
This needs to be decided soon as the newsletter deadline is November 10 and it must be 
announced in the newsletter. 
 
Programs set for next year include Dennis Vojtilla in February, Young Choe in May and Andrew 
Robson in June. 
 
We discussed Doris Kinzle’s idea of more attention to beginners in bonsai and agreed that 
January would be a good time to schedule a program especially targeted to beginners.  Lee 
agreed to organize this effort. 
 
Patty would like to set up a study group for kusamono.  We agreed that this is a great idea and 
she thinks starting in June after Young Choe’s program would be the best idea.   
 
Schedule 
 
Jan presented a draft of the BSOP meeting schedule for 2019, since we need to get it to the 
Milwaukie Center as soon as possible. 
 
The Board agreed to: 

• Forego the usual Spring show.  The Board felt the club has had enough of big events for 
now.  We need time to recover.  It will also give Lee and Scott Elser time to try to find a 
better venue – either at the Japanese Garden or elsewhere. 

• Hold the club picnic on Saturday August 10, 2019 

• Hold the fall show on Saturday September 14, 2019 

• Hold the holiday party on Sunday December 15, 2019 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
Auction – Toni Martin 
 
Audio-visual  - Lime Allen 
 
Events -  
 
We agreed: 

• Lee will chair Newberg Camellia Festival (April 13, 2019) 

• Lee will chair the Canby Spring Fair (May 4&5 2019). The application to be a vendor is 
due in January. 

• No spring show in 2019 – we need time to recover from Rendezvous. 
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• Portland Nursery show – Reid will chair and coordinate with the Division Street nursery 
folks. 

• Summer picnic – Set for August 10, 2019 

• Fall show – we will explore possibly expanding this to have a bigger exhibit since we are 
not doing the spring show. 

• Holiday party 2018 is set for Sunday December 16.  We discussed preparations to date.  
Lee has not heard back confirming Hubers will do the food.  Patty asked if they could 
provide plates and silverware.  Lee will check.  If not, Patty will rent those.  We agreed 
this would be better than disposable plates and utensils. 

 
 
Facilities Coordinator – Reid Parham 
 
Heritage – Steve Leaming & Brandon Myren 
 
Hospitality – Harold Yearout 
 
Patty is helping by bringing an air pot of coffee so the rush to get that brewed is less of an issue. 
 
Library – Barbara Devitt & Karen Vunkannon 
 
Mentorship – Lee Cheatle, Steve Wilcox, Joanne Raiton, Brandon Myren 
 
The plan is for 4 trees per person (deciduous, juniper, pine, elongating) at an average cost of 
$20/25.  The Knopp brothers are providing the trees and they are worth much more than that. 
 
Newsletter – Peter Pelofske 
 
Deadline is November 10.  
 
Nominating Committee – not needed until May 2020 
 
Photographer – Brian Lonstad’s replacement has been found.  He is a friend of Brian L’s and 
Brian says he is a good photographer. 
 
Raffle – Harold Yearout  
 
It is hard for Harold to do both hospitality and hustle tickets for the raffle.  The suggestion was 
made to recruit someone to sell raffle tickets and Jan Vandervort was suggested.  Lee will talk 
to her about taking this on. 
 
2018 Rendezvous 
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Final costs still coming in, so final financials not ready until the end of the year.  Jan expects the 
final profit will be somewhere around $10,000. 
 
Social Media – Scott Tice 
 
Vendor coordinator – Reid Parham 
 
We discussed the problems of getting cleaned up and out of the Milwaukie Center by 9:30 after 
a program.  We are not able to consistently keep to this schedule, because vendor breakdown 
is time-consuming.  Two things were suggested: finding folks to help some of the vendors 
(Daybreak, e.g.) and asking if we can rent the MC until 10:00.  Jan cautioned that we need to 
remind the vendors that they must be out by 9:30 or the problem will just be pushed later. 
 
Volunteer coordinator – Patrice Morrow 
 
Webmaster – Karl Holmes 
 
We discussed Karl’s proposal to change our contract with Square Space for hosting the BSOP 
website to go with the Online Store.  The Board agreed (Reid, Jan) and Jan volunteered to tell 
Karl to proceed. 
 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 

• Storage shed –  cleaned up  

• Bonsai care calendar – went with 2 calendars on the website. 

• Club apparel – 2 XL shirts remain to be claimed. 

• Constitution amendment – scheduled for vote in November 

• Elections – scheduled for vote in November 
 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 

• Future board meetings –Patty Myrick volunteered to host us at her home: 5455 SE 
Campanario Road in Milwaukie until we find a new venue. Future board meetings were 
set for: 

o December 4 
o January 8 
o February 12 
o March 5 

• Holiday Party – Lime is planning 2 contests (best Christmas sweater, best bonsai 
Christmas decorations) with the prizes being a bonsai pot made by Lime. 
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• Doris Kinzle’s suggestions to improve BSOP.  In response to the idea of encouraging 
beginners to participate more, we will hold a beginners program, probably in January.  
We would love more newsletter articles, but folks don’t volunteer those – you need to 
ask them to write something and even then, few produce anything. 

• Joanne Raiton offered to let the club take over her Portland Bonsai Exchange facebook 
page for selling bonsai.  The Board agreed that we cannot do this since it could 
jeopardize our non-profit status.  Lee agreed to tell Joanne thanks but we can’t. 

• Joe brought up the need to periodically remind people at the meeting of how things 
work.  With all the new members, many do not understand how the raffle and auction 
work, that the food is for everyone, etc.  Lee will add that to his opening spiel and Joe 
will repeat it periodically next year. 

 
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:45 PM.   
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 

Laura Hudson 


