
 



 

Welcome to “Imagine & Create”, PNBCA 

2012 Bonsai Convention hosted by the Bonsai Society 

of Portland.  “Imagine & Create” is an invitation to 

expand your vision and dexterity. Whether a beginner 

or seasoned bonsai artist, you’ll find many activities to 

engage your imagination and hone your skills. Learn to 

see a tree’s possibilities from internationally recognized 

bonsai masters, improve your techniques and turn your 

vision into reality. Join us for the most important bonsai 

event in the Pacific Northwest!  

Our goal in planning this convention is to offer featured 

artists who are “new” to the PNBCA convention circuit.  

We have recruited two out-of-country artists: Marco Invernizzi from Italy and Peter 

Warren from the UK.  We also went to California for the renowned artist Ted 

Matson, and are introducing our own Scott Elser, two-time winner of the Most 

Outstanding Conifer at the US National Bonsai Show. 

PNBCA 2012 will give double-the-pleasure in the demo hall, with all-day demos.  On 

both Friday and Saturday, two artists will take turns on the stage.  This will avoid the 

“down” times of tedious jobs like wiring and trimming.  With the artists on stage all 

day, registrants can take a half-day workshop and still catch half the demos.  The 

artists will also have more time to detail their creations, which will be auctioned 

Saturday night.  Demos will consist of some exciting collected conifer material, as 

well as a set of three deciduous trees. 

Each headliner will lead a private critique of the bonsai exhibit.  The critiques will be 

limited to 20 participants each to assure everyone has an opportunity for personal 

interaction with the artist.  We have 12 half-day workshops of varying prices, 

ranging from small to large trees.  Workshop sizes will be limited, with no more than 

6 to 8 participants maximum.  Extra trees are available for each workshop, which will 

ensure all participants a good choice of material.   

But what about all this great talent in our own back yard?!  We have so many highly 

talented local bonsai artists in the Pacific Northwest, we asked them to join us too.  

We’ve planned a series of short cameo appearances:  David DeGroot, Michael 

Hagedorn and Joe Harris III will join us for special half-day workshops.  As an added 

treat, California artist Jim Gremel will take some time out of the marketplace to lead 

yet another half-day workshop.  

For more information on guest artists, workshop material and demo trees, 

see the convention website at portlandbonsai.org. 



 

Another goal for PNBCA 2012 is to introduce new people to the enjoyment of 

attending a bonsai convention.  To accomplish this we have scheduled a number of 

short introductory events.  These take the form of 1½ hour long workshops, lectures 

and demos.  These mini-events will be led by experienced BSOP members on 

Saturday.  Tree material for the mini-workshops is geared toward the beginner, with 

the expectation they will be used for practice and learning basic techniques.  Short 

lectures will cover important information for the novice as well as the more 

experienced bonsai enthusiast, such as how to protect your trees from pests and 

diseases and how to create the illusion of age with use of jin and shari.  You can also 

make your own turntable! 

The convention will feature a world-class bonsai exhibit, spotlighting the finest trees 

from the Pacific Northwest.  Each club will be invited to bring their best trees.  The 

convention will also boast a large marketplace, bringing together vendors from 

throughout the West Coast featuring a variety of plant material, tools, stones, pots, 

books… a rare occurrence and an excellent source for whatever your heart may 

desire to improve your bonsai experience. 

In addition to workshops, demos and lectures, numerous other events are scheduled 

for your entertainment.  As always, the popular benefit raffle will run the full 

weekend.  Remember, the quality of the raffle depends on YOUR donations, so start 

looking around for those items you no longer need or want. 

We will have auctions, both oral and silent, throughout the weekend.  These will be 

for the demo trees and excess workshop trees, as well as some of the high-value 

benefit drawing donations.   

There will also be a work lab and meeting place where you can meet friends, grab a 

beverage, work on a tree that didn’t quite get finished in the workshop or get help 

with a new tree you just purchased at the marketplace.  You might even get a foot 

massage! 

We are also introducing convention logo apparel.  Great values in tee shirts, sweat 

shirts and polo shirts.  The short sleeved tees will be charcoal grey, heavy weight 

100% cotton featuring the logo screen printed in 6 colors on the back and a small 2-

color print on the left chest.  The sweatshirts are crew necked, navy blue, made of 

50/50 cotton/poly, with a screen printed 6-color logo on the front.  Polo shirts are 

short sleeves, 65/35 poly/cotton pique also in navy, with the logo patch 

embroidered on the left chest. 



 

Friday evening will be a special event, beginning with a no-host social leading to a 

buffet dinner.  The focus of this evening will indeed be social – greeting old friends 

and getting acquainted with new ones.  The evening’s entertainment will be the 

Saikei Challenge, where teams are formed to create miniature landscapes.  

Registrants who do not participate on the teams will be encouraged to roam and 

observe closely, offering suggestions and comments. Materials will be provided, 

including trees, pots, soil, etc., but you will need your own basic tools.  Each 

convention registrant will be given a raffle ticket with which to vote for your favorite 

(additional tickets may be purchased).  The saikei with the most tickets will win a 

prize.  The tickets will then be drawn to determine the new owner of each creation. 

(Everyone has a chance to win!) 

Saturday evening will present the usual banquet, a dressy casual affair with a plated 

dinner, benefit raffle and auction of the demo trees. 

Sunday morning we will gather Visions of Excellence.  All four headliners will be on 

stage to investigate various aspects of the bonsai exhibit.  Each artist will select 

particular features of the exhibit they wish to discuss.  When possible, the objects 

will be brought to the stage, and all headliners will share their varied perspectives. 

Last but not least, full registration includes ALL MEALS beginning with continental 

breakfast Friday morning and ending with brunch on Sunday.  No need to go looking 

for that restaurant, hoping you can make it back in time.  All events are on the main 

floor of the fabulous new Hilton Hotel located in the heart of downtown Vancouver, 

Washington.  This is the site of the 2007 convention, easily accessible from the I-5 

freeway.  There is an on-site restaurant and lounge, a coffee bar, fitness center and 

underground parking, to name just a few of their amenities.   

As you see, this is a busy convention.  There are enough activities that you may be 

forced to make some choices.  If you want to relax, come a day early or stay a day 

late.  But if you come to these conventions to learn, then PNBCA 2012 “Imagine 

& Create” is your golden opportunity. 

Presented by The Bonsai Society of Portland 

For more information contact: 

• www.portlandbonsai.org 

• Convention Chair Jan Hettick 

503-504-7760 or janhettick@comcast.net 

• Convention Registrar Margie Kinoshita 

503-860-6830 or youngkinoshita@msn.com v. October 31, 2011



 

FEATURED ARTISTS 

Marco  Invernizzi was born in Milan, Italy, and became 

interested in bonsai at age 15. He studied five years with 

Salvatore Liporace and four years with Masahiko Kimura. Marco 

has won the most prestigious awards in Europe.  He has 

published articles in more than 15 magazines worldwide, and has 

invented a new bonsai tool, the ICHIBAN.  Marco has taught 

bonsai on five continents. His travels have taught him that 

regardless of a tree’s species, price tag, ownership or location, 

the single most important tool he can offer is “respect”. 

Peter  Warren first discovered Bonsai in 2002 in Japan, while taking a break from 

studying Astrophysics at the university. He began to study with Kunio Kobayashi, 

eventually becoming a full time apprentice where he learned a 

wide range of techniques and ways of thinking about bonsai, 

display, suiseki, pots and life in general.  Since 2007, he has 

been traveling the world. Peter tends to favor elegance and 

grace over power and size. Subtle, natural beauty and age are 

the characteristics he looks for in a tree, along with a lack of 

ego or contrivance, particularly in its display. 

Ted  Matson began studying bonsai in 1979 with John Boyce. 

In 1980 he began studying with Ben Suzuki, Shig and Roy 

Nagatoshi, Melba Tucker, Warren Hill and John Naka. Ted 

began teaching bonsai in 1988. Today he maintains a busy 

teaching schedule, traveling throughout the U.S.  One of the 

primary goals in his lectures and demos is to help others 

improve their abilities to recognize potential bonsai stock and 

to realize that potential through creative design and proper 

styling techniques. 

Scott  Elser was drawn down the bonsai path by the 

collection of his grandfather, Mark.  After 10 years of learning 

from books, Scott began studying with Boon Manakitivipart, 

becoming one of the first graduates from Boon’s three year 

Intensive course in 2005. Today he continues to study with 

Boon, as well as with Michael Hagedorn and Ryan Neil, drawing 

on his profession as a graphic designer to create natural looking 

bonsai.  Scott is a 2-time winner of Most Outstanding Conifer at the US National 

Bonsai Shows in Rochester, NY. 



 

BONSAI WORKSHOPS 

Our Workshop Committee worked long and hard to find superior trees.  Each tree 

has been carefully nurtured to assure its health and vigor for the workshops 

described.  Many of the trees were collected from the wild, giving each a unique 

character.  Even some of the nursery grown trees look like they could have come 

from the rugged mountain peaks.  The workshops range from large material to small 

– some especially designed for the shohin style.  All will be in ceramic bonsai pots.  

The workshops are planned for a limited number of participants and are scheduled 

for 3 to 3 ½ hours. This will allow ample time for each participant to work with the 

instructor.  Wire will be provided, but please bring the appropriate tools.  Power 

tools will not be necessary.  We have a wide variety of material – there is truly 

something for everyone. 

1.  Procumbens Juniper - Marco Invernizzi - $200 

These are ‘must-see’ junipers, nursery stock looking 

more like yamadori. Thick, healthy foliage covers the 

tops of these beautiful bonsai. They have thick trunks 

that start twisting near the soil level, and the 

branches are contorted as well. They were repotted 

in 2009. Trunks are 2.5 to 3 inches in diameter, and 

they are 16 inches tall.  Limited to 6 participants. 

2.  Shimpaku Juniper - Jim Gremel - $100 

3.  Shimpaku Juniper - Joe Harris III - $110 

These trees started their bonsai life 25 years ago as aerial 

layers at Iseli Nursery in Boring, Oregon.  With many 

twists, turns, and lots of extra branches, these trees can 

support a range of styles and offer many opportunities to 

create jin.  The 1.5 to 2 inch trunks are thick for their height, which ranges from 12 

to 18 inches. Shimpaku, when styled, are beautiful to behold – you will find lots of 

opportunity for wiring. We will have 2 classes with these trees, each limited to 8 

participants. 

4.  Rocky Mtn. Englemann - Spruce – Michael Hagedorn - $175 

These yamadori trees are 75 years and older. They were 

collected in the Rocky Mts. in 2010 and are showing strong 

growth in their ceramic pots. The fine, tight needles are 

perfect for bonsai. The twisted trunks and most of the 

branches are well barked. Average trunk size is 1.5 to 2 inches 

with height 15 to 18 inches. Suitable for many informal styles.  



 

5.  Bring Your Own Tree  Marco Invernizzi  $95 

Here’s a chance to improve your collection without adding another tree.  Bring a 

favorite bonsai that needs some special attention, or maybe a new outlook.  Let 

Marco help you improve your tree and refine your plans for the tree’s future.  Limit 6 

participants. 

6.  Limber & Pinyon Pine-  Scott Elser  $225 

Collected with care in the Rocky Mountains, these trees range 

from 75 to 125 years in age. They have short needles in groups 

of 5, and more than enough foliage to make a quality bonsai in 

their first styling. Average trunk size is 1.5 to 2.5 inches and 

height is 15 to 18 inches. The branches are extremely flexible 

which will allow for some great styling.  Limit 7 participants. 

7.  Rocky Mt. Juniper - David DeGroot - $275 

Old gnarled shari and jin galore with good movement 

already in their branches, these yamadori are estimated 

to be 100 years and older.  They have short trunks and 

enough foliage to create a great start in their bonsai life. 

Good for those who want a Rocky Mountain Juniper but 

do not want to carry around a 100 lb monstrosity, these 

trees are of short stature which make their 1.5 to 2.5 inch trunks look even larger. 

Their beautiful khaki green foliage contrasts well with the red under-bark.  Limit 7 

participants. 

8.  Mixed Species Conifer Workshop - Michael Hagedorn - $250 

We are offering a mixture of collected trees for this workshop: 

primarily Ponderosa Pine, with some Englemann Spruce and a 

Douglas Fir too fine to pass up.  All have fissured bark and 

branches, with wide trunks and lots of movement.  All are Rocky 

Mt. yamadori, growing vigorously in bonsai pots.  Wiring will 

make this raw stock enter the world of bonsai in style. Limit to 6 

participants. 

9.  Japanese Flowering Quince Toyo-Nishiki - Peter Warren - $125 

Plenty of bright red quarter-sized flowers is the hallmark of this 

plant.  Field grown in clump style by Telperion Farms, 

these trees have many branches in a variety of 

widths radiating in all directions.  Put in bonsai pots 

in 2010. Limit 7 participants. (photo 4/11) 



 

10.  Corkbark Elm Shohin - Ted Matson - $150 

These trees were developed by the late Anne Spencer from a 

seedling she discovered in 1998.  They are cuttings and air 

layers struck in 2005 for this specific convention. These elms 

have short internodes and very corky trunks that are 1 to 1½ 

inches wide.  These trees are designed with low branching for 

creation of shohin. Potted in ceramic containers that play well 

with the elm foliage, the trees already have good ramification. 

Limit 6 participants. 

11.  Black Pine - Peter Warren - $185 

These serpentine style Black Pines have been quality grown at 

Telperion Farms. The 1 ½ to 2 inch trunks are very well barked 

up. They have good branching that will set the stage for a 

quality first styling. They range in height from 10" to 13".  Limit 

8 participants. 

 

12.  Maple Group - Ted Matson - $125 

These Japanese maples were created by threading groups 

of 3 to 9 trees through holes in ceramic tiles. They spent 

their first 7 years in the ground, then were put in bonsai 

pots in 2008.  The nebari is well fused, measuring 2 to 3 

inches in diameter at the base.  The trees are 16 to 22 

inches tall.  Limit 8 participants. (photo 4/11) 

 

 

MINI-WORKSHOPS, DEMOS AND LECTURES 

In an effort to introduce new people to the fun, camaraderie and opportunity for 

learning that can be found at a regional bonsai convention, we have scheduled a 

number of mini-activities on Saturday.  These consist of 1½ hour events featuring 

workshops on small trees as well as various short lectures and demos on topics 

important to the art of bonsai.  Led by experienced BSOP members, these events 

are designed for the novice and priced for the beginner, but are also available to the 

seasoned registrant who may find they provide flexibility to enjoy the many other 

activities of the convention. 



 

A.  Witch Hazel Forest - $50 

This mini-workshop is designed to teach beginning saikei 

(miniature landscape planting) techniques.  Created from 

trees that sport yellow flowers in late winter, each forest 

includes 5 trees that were planted together in 2010.  The 

trunks are from a half to 3/4 inch in diameter, and the 

forests are approximately 16 inches tall. This workshop will 

provide a variety of stones, gravel and moss to help create a 

serene landscape. Limit 6 participants.   

B.  Carving Jin & Shari - $10 

Jin and shari (dead wood on branches and trunks) can greatly enhance the design of 

your bonsai.  Learn how to create this illusion of age using time-tested techniques. 

This lecture will introduce various alternatives, show you how to use them, and how 

to care for them in the future. 

C.  Collecting Techniques - Randy Knight - $10 

Learn the secrets of yamadori – how to find them, how to collect them, and what to 

do to assure their survival.  Learn from a pro what works, what doesn’t.  A general 

overview of collecting trees in the wild – and maybe not-so-wild.   

D. & E.  Shohin Kingsville Boxwood - $35 

These little shohin gems are over 15 years of age, and 

have a trunk diameter of a half inch and range from 5 to 

7 inches in height. They have been in ceramic bonsai pots 

since 2009. Kingsville are generally styled to look like oak 

trees, but many of these trees would look great in a 

more rustic style. We will have 2 workshops, D and E, 

each limited to 7 participants. 

F.  Bonsai Pests & Diseases - $10 

Good bug or bad bug?  Learn to tell the difference from a certified arborist.  A 

presentation on the life cycles of insects and diseases, and how they affect your 

bonsai.  Find out about signs and symptoms, types of damage, methods of control – 

what to look for on various plant materials and how to protect your bonsai from 

serious harm. 



 

G.  Sharp’s Pygmy Maple –- $40 

Grown at Iseli Nursery, you will have to search hard to find the 

graft on these small-leaved maples. Potted in 2010 in ceramic 

bonsai pots, they nearly doubled in size in 3 months and still have 

another full growing season to mature. They have slightly broom 

style foliage reaching 22 inches, with lots of ramification. The 

trunks are 1 to 1.25 inches now, and will be even larger by 

convention time. Limit 7 participants. (photo 4/11) 

H.  Build Your Own Turntable - $25 

This hands-on mini-workshop will provide all the 

materials and tools needed to build your own 

basic turntable.  Made of plywood, the turntable 

is 12 inches in diameter, mounted on a 12 by 24 

inch base, with carrying handle and brake.  Take 

home a highly functional piece of equipment and have money left for the 

marketplace!  Limit 10 participants. 

 

WORKSHOP POLICIES 

• Workshops 1 through 12 are half-day workshops available for purchase by 

convention registrants, either full (3 days), day (Friday OR Saturday) or half-day 

(morning OR afternoon sessions).   

• Workshops A through H are designed for the first-time convention attendees and 

may be taken without full, day or half-day convention registration, but are available 

to all registrants.   

• Workshop positions will be filled in the order registrations are received with the 

exception of the final two positions in each event.  In any over-subscribed 

workshop, these final two positions will be filled by a drawing to be held on July 1, 

2012.  Anyone not winning a position will be given an opportunity to participate in a 

different workshop (note your alternate choice on the registration form), or will 

receive a full refund of the workshop fee at convention check-in.  

• Any workshop not filled by July 1, 2012 will be filled on a first come, first served 

basis. 



 

HOTEL RESERVATIONS 

Please make your hotel reservations directly with the hotel: 

 
Hilton Vancouver Washington 

301 West 6th Street 

Vancouver, WA  98660 
1-360-993-4500 (best) 
1-800-HILTONS (toll free) 
 

Convention Room Rates:   
Single $99 
Double $99 
Triple $119 

Quad $139 
(plus tax and assessments) 
 

These rates are effective three days before and three days after the 
convention (9/10/12 through 9/19/12). 
 
Reservations for the hotel may be made after September 20, 2011.  

To qualify for the convention rates, be sure to tell them you are 
part of the PNBCA 2012 bonsai convention.  After September 20th 
an online reservations page will be provided.  Enter the code “BON” 

to qualify for the convention rate. 
 
The room block will be held only until August 23, 2012.  
Reservations after that date are subject to availability and the rate 

is not guaranteed. 
 
Guest Room Features: 

• Luxury pillow-top mattresses with down duvet comforters 

• Cuisinart single-serve coffeemakers with world-renowned 
Lavazza Coffee from Italy 

• Elegant bathrooms with granite countertops 

• Two telephones with voice mail and data port 
• 27” high-def TV with pay-per-view movies 
• Hair dryer, iron and ironing board 
• Electronic door locks 

 



 

SCHEDULE (subject to change) 

Thursday, September 13 
6-9 pm Registration Open, Raffle Setup, Marketplace Setup 

Friday, September 14 
7-8 am Continental Breakfast 
7-Noon Registration Open 
7-Noon Marketplace Open, Raffle Accepting Donations, Exhibit Setup 

8-11 am Workshops 1 through 4 
8-9 am Demo 1 Introduction – Peter Warren, 3 Deciduous 

9-10 am Demo 2 Introduction – Ted Matson, Western Hemlock 
10-11 am Demo Work Continues  

11-11:30 am Demo 1 Explains Work in Progress 
Noon-1 pm Lunch Provided 

1-4 pm Bonsai Exhibit Open 
f Registration, Marketplace, Exhibit, Raffle Open 

1:30-2 pm Demo 2 Explains Work in Progress 
1:30-5 pm Workshops 5 through 8 

2-3 pm Demo Work Continues 
3-4 pm Demo 1 Conclusion 
4-5 pm Demo 2 Conclusion 

4:30-5:30 pm Bonsai Critique 1 – Warren 
6-6:30 pm No Host Bar & Social 
6:30-9 pm Buffet Dinner, Saikei Challenge, Demo Auction and Raffle 

Saturday, September 15 
7-8 am Continental Breakfast 

7:30-8:30 am Bonsai Critique 2 – Invernizzi 
7:30-Noon Registration, Marketplace, Raffle Open 

8-9 am Demo 3 Introduction – Scott Elser, Rocky Mt. Douglas Fir 
8-9:30 am Workshops A & B 

8-11:30 am Workshops 9 & 10 
9-10 am Demo 4 Introduction – Marco Invernizzi, Rocky Mt. Juniper 

9-4 pm  Bonsai Exhibit Open 
10-11 am Demo Work Continues 

10-11:30 am Workshops C & D 
11-11:30 am Demo 3 Explains Work in Progress 

Noon-1 pm Lunch, Raffle, Auction 
1-5:30pm Registration, Marketplace, Raffle Open 

1:30-2 pm Demo 4 Explains Work in Progress 
1:30-3 pm Workshops E & F 
1:30-5 pm Workshops 11 & 12 

2-3 pm Demo Work Continues 
3-4 pm Demo 3 Conclusion 

3:30-5 pm Workshops G & H 
4-5 pm Demo 4 Conclusion 

4:30-5:30 pm Bonsai Critique 3 – Elser 
6-6:30 pm No Host Bar & Social 
6:30-9 pm Banquet, Demo Auction and Raffle 

Sunday, September 16 
7-8 am Continental Breakfast 

7:30-8:30 am Bonsai Critique 4 – Matson 
7:30 -Noon Registration, Marketplace, Raffle Open 
9-11:30 am Visions of Excellence 

9-Noon Bonsai Exhibit Open 
Noon-1:30 Brunch, Raffle, & Auction 



 

 


